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£3m site 
will train 
chefs of 
the future 

STUDENTS will be serving 
up meals to visitors at a new 
£3 million education and 
heritage centre in Dudley 
under plans to create a 
training kitchen and restau¬ 
rant. 

Dudley Canal Trust 
(Trips), which is working to 
open a new canalside attrac¬ 
tion by autumn 2014, has 
teamed up with Dudley 
College. 

Catering students 

enrolled on college courses 
will be able to cook for visi¬ 
tors, corporate clients and 
wedding parties as the site 
has a licence for marriages 
to take place in the caverns. 

The new centre is called 
The Portal, taking its name 
from the entrance to a canal 
tunnel. It will provide the 
tens of thousands of visitors 
to the site every year with 
information on the Black 
Country’s canal heritage. 

The Portal will be built at 
the Dudley Canal Tunnel 
entrance at Todds End, off 
Birmingham New Road. 

The partnership with 
Dudley College will see the 
opening of a commercial 
training kitchen and restau¬ 
rant. Principal Lowell 
Williams said: “Many of our 
students will benefit from 
this unique partnership so 
we are really excited about 
the opportunities working 
with Dudley Canal Trust 
can offer.” Dudley Council 
approved plans for the 
centre in January. 

Deal to pay 
for service 

HEALTH chiefs in Dudley 
have struck a £60,000 deal 
with an award-winning sup¬ 
port service to help adults 
improve mental wellbeing. 

Dudley Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group agreed to 
fund a one-year contract 
with the Big White Wall 
service, an online, anony¬ 
mous service supporting 
those who experience emo¬ 
tional or psychological dis¬ 
tress. The service is based on 
bringing together an online 
community of people to talk 
about their own mental 
health. 


Drivers put their foot down over speed limit sign 


MOTORISTS may be revving up to claim 
speeding fine refunds after it was revealed 
there is a technical hitch in traffic orders 
along a main route from the Black Country 
to the M5. 

Worcestershire County Council is apply¬ 
ing for a revised traffic regulation order 
along the A491 Stourbridge road between 
Hagley and Fairfield because of a technical 
“anomaly”. 

The road, which is patrolled by mobile 


speed cameras, has been under a 60mph 
limit since 1993, but in 2002, a 50mph limit 
was introduced along a stretch near Bel- 
broughton. However, a review by West 
Mercia Safer Roads Partnership found the 
original 60mph order was never amended to 
reflect the change to that part of the road - 
and the council is now applying to put that 
right. 

Its solicitors say they do not consider the 
“overlapping” of the two speed limit orders 


affects the enforceability of either. But 
Rachel Jenkins, a graphic designer of Birm¬ 
ingham Road, Hagley, who has been slapped 
with two speeding tickets along the 50mph 
stretch, is now considering taking legal 
advice about making a compensation claim. 

“I do feel miffed - because I was fined £30 
in 2004 for doing around 56mph, with three 
points on my licence, and I elected to do a 
speed awareness course rather than have 
another fine and points in 2010,” said the 


mother-of-two. “I had to pay a fee for the 
course, which took half a day to complete, 
and my insurance has gone up.” 

Peter Rowbottom, of Kidderminster Road 
South, Hagley, said: “It could mean that 
many motorists since 2002 may have been 
prosecuted for speeding under an order that 
had not been correctly introduced.” 

Vicki Bristow, communications manager 
for the Safer Roads Partnership, said there 
was no legal obligation to refund any fines. 


HOMES GO-AHEAD 
AFTER L0HG FIGHT 


Society steams in for 25th anniversary 


MODEL railway enthusi¬ 
asts are on track to cele¬ 
brate the 25th anniversary 
of their annual exhibition 
this weekend. 

More than 1,000 people 
attend Stourbridge Rail¬ 
way Society’s model 
railway exhibition over 
three floors of the town’s 
Bonded Warehouse. 

This year marks a 
quarter of a century since 
the group set up in the 
18th century building, 
alongside the Stourbridge 
Town Arm Canal. 

Around 12 models will 
be laid out in the venue, off 
Canal Street, together 
with trade stands and 
demonstrations. 

The exhibition takes 
place on Saturday and 
Sunday between 10am and 
5pm. 

Society member Chris 
Dyche said: “It should be 
really good this year and 
all we are keeping our 
fingers crossed for now for 
the weather.” 

Further details are 
available from Chris 
Dyche 01384 375582 or by 
emailing christopherdy 
che@hotmail.com 



Stourbridge Railway Society volunteer Chris Dyche outside the Bonded Warehouse 


HOMES will be built in the grounds of 
an 18 th century manor house near 
Stourbridge after restoration plans 
were finalised - despite opposition 


from residents. 

Developers said they 
hoped to start building 14 
homes on land at Grade II- 
listed Wordsley Manor in 
June. 

It brings to an end a six- 
year wrangle between resi¬ 
dents and the Firmstone 
family, which own the land¬ 
mark home, off Meadow- 
fields Close. 

More than 100 residents 
had signed a petition against 
the plans with concerns over 
increased traffic and con¬ 
gested parking on nearby 
roads among their fears. 
Letters of objection were 
also handed in to the council. 

But the Firmstone family 
said cash from selling the 
land was vital to keep the 
house in the family’s hands 
after 160 years. 

Mr Christopher Firm¬ 
stone said parts of the house, 
which date back to 1757, 
were in a “dilapidated” state 
and it required around 
£400,000 of renovations. 

Dudley Council planners 
have finalised details with 
developer Selbourne Homes, 
including paying towards 
the manor’s upkeep. 

Protection for rare slow 
worms, any bat roostings 


by Andrew Turton 


and wildlife on the land have 
been agreed after concerns 
were raised by conservation 
group Natural England. 

Selbourne Homes manag¬ 
ing director Gavin Warr 
said: “We’ve been working 
on this scheme for a number 
of years so we’re really 
looking forward to actually 
getting started on site. 

“Our aim is to create a 
scheme that looks like it was 
built as part of the original 
estate grounds and every 
property will have its own 
unique character that 
reflects the site’s history and 
location.” 

Properties range from 
cottage-style homes to 
luxury five-bedroom houses. 

Ward Councillor John 
Jones said he was disap¬ 
pointed for the residents 
who had fought so hard but 
appreciated the house may 
now have a future. 

“I feel pretty disappointed 
for them as I know they were 
concerned about the parking 
around Meadowfields Close 
and the traffic,” he said. 

“But the owners have now 
finally got their way so 
that’s it.” 


Shoppers 
help store 
to collect 

£ 21,000 

A STOURBRIDGE super¬ 
market has raised more than 
£21,000 to support charities. 

Sainsbury’s, Amblecote, 
collected customer dona¬ 
tions of £21,946 for groups 
in the area in 2012 and 2013. 

This included £3,963 
raised for the supermarket’s 
charity of the year, Insight 
for Carers Service, £5,903 in 
bag-packing activities for 
local groups and charities, 
£6,390in charity collections 
and in-store boxes and 
£1,169 for the Poppy Appeal. 

The final total for Comic 
Relief was £3,267. 

Julie Bate, from the sotre, 
said: “I would like to thank 
our customers for their gen¬ 
erosity in helping us raise 
this amazing amount of 
money to support our local 
community in these difficult 
economic times. 

“We’d also like to thank 
them for their phenomenal 
support for the Million Meal 
Appeal, local Toy and Cat 
Food Appeals and bric-a- 
brac items for “Teddy 
Towers” Stall.” 

The next planned 
fundraising activity is a 
sponsored Snowdon walk, 
on Sunday April 28, organ¬ 
ised by clothing manager 
Sue Priest. 

More than 50 colleagues 
and family members will 
make the climb to raise 
funds for Insight for Carers, 
based in Pearson Street, 
Brierley Hill. 

Classes help 
you keep fit 

KEEP-FIT classes are start¬ 
ing at Crystal Leisure 
Centre, Stourbridge. The 
sessions run for 13 weeks 
from Monday. 

There will be climbing for 
children aged nine to 15 on 
Tuesdays, with classes for 16 
plus on Mondays and 
Wednesdays evenings. The 
children’s sessions costs 
£72.50 and adults £87.10. 
Gymnastics for under 15s 
will run on Saturdays from 
9am, costing £61.10. 

Trampolining for children 
aged five to 15 will run on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 
There will be a class for 
under fives runs on Fridays. 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you would like 
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have reporters in Stourbridge who can help: 
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We are always keen to hear about your news or views. 
Email your information and pictures to 
Stourbridge. chrons@expressandstar. co. uk 
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Tax-fight firm 'will not be derailed' 


A CRISIS-HIT Black Country 
transport company has pledged it 
will not be derailed by a wrangle 
over £70,000 VAT - and will see 
through plans that could create 
hundreds more jobs for the region. 

The firm behind the highly suc¬ 
cessful Stourbridge Parry People 
Mover rail bus, which shuttles 
500,000 passengers a year 
between the town’s two rail sta¬ 


tions, has a £700,000 order from 
Turkey for a slightly larger veh¬ 
icle. Parry People Movers Ltd, 
Cradley Heath, is also on the 
brink of clinching an American 
order worth more than £1 million. 

And the firm is also in line for 
£lm funding through a regional 
fund to invest in proposals for a 
vehicle that would double the size 
of its People Mover, which is 


powered by a 2.3 litre car engine. 

John Parry, the chairman of 
associate company JPM Parry, 
said that if everything came to 
fruition, the Parry People Movers’ 
10-strong workforce could 
increase to 50 and hundreds more 
jobs could be created at companies 
which are making components. 
These would include WDB, at 
Halesowen and Stourbridge firm 


Scandus. Parry has been granted a 
56-day reprieve at the High Court 
in London after an attempt by HM 
Revenue and Customs to wind it 
up over a £70,000 VAT debt. 

Mr Parry said he was confident 
that, with the support of its share¬ 
holders, the company would over¬ 
come its present difficulty and 
carry on with its plans. 

“We won’t be derailed,” he said. 


Barn is left destroyed 
as fire rips through it 


THIS was the scene after a 
fire swept through a barn on 
a farm near Stourbridge. 

Flames ripped through the brick 
building at Checkhill Farm, Stour- 
ton, destroying the roof. 

Firefighters battled for up to five 
hours to bring the fire under control 
after it started at around 9.30pm on 
Wednesday. 

Crews and police remained at the 
farm, in Checkhill Lane, on Thurs¬ 
day as the barn continued to smoul¬ 
der. 

The barn had been severely 
damaged by the blaze, which was 
extinguished at around 2am on 
Thursday. 

A section of the roof 32ft caved in 
due to the force of the flames. 

Smoulder 

The blackened sheets of corru¬ 
gated metal,which had made up the 
roof, had collapsed and fallen onto 
the ground around the barn. 

Firefighters from Wombourne, 
Kinver, Brierley Hill and Stour¬ 
bridge were called to the farm. 

Some remained on Thursday 
dampening down to ensure the fire 
did not reignite as the barn contin¬ 
ued to smoulder. 

The owner of Checkhill Farm was 
working with police and fire officers 
as they started to investigate the 
cause of the fire. 

The farm owner declined to 
comment on the blaze. 

Fire investigation officers were 
trying to establish how the blaze 
started. The farm, secluded at the 
top of a hill, has a number of barns 
but the one affected by the farm 
appeared to have machinery inside. 

Staffordshire Fire Service con¬ 
firmed no one was in the barn at the 
time of the fire. 



New leader to talk 

MOTHER-AND-CHILD health and 
a visit from its new leader are on the 
agenda for Hagley Mothers’ Union. 
The meeting on April 18 at 2.30pm 
in St Saviour’s Church Hall, Hagley, 
members will welcome new diocesan 
president Elizabeth Green. On May 
16 paediatrician Dr Carolyn Head¬ 
ing will talk about health matters. 


The barn at Checkhill Farm near Stourbridge that was wrecked when a blaze swept through it 

Borough sees the number of 
children in care go up by 2lpc 


THE number of children in care in 
Dudley has risen by 21 per cent 
during the past three years, figures 
have revealed, prompting council 
bosses to launch a drive for extra 
staff to work with struggling fami¬ 
lies across the borough. 

It is believed families put under 
pressure due to money worries in 
the recession has had an impact on 
the number of youngsters being 
taken into care. 

Dudley Council is looking after 
740 children - up from about 480 in 
2010. More youngsters are also 


being referred to social services 
after high-profile neglect cases such 
as the Baby P tragedy in 2007. 

The council is looking to take on 
eight additional staff to work with 
parents whose children have been 
taken into care. 

Issues 

These would provide an in-house 
“supervised contact” service to 
replace an outside agency. 

They will help families to meet 
together and work through issues in 
“family-friendly” surroundings. 


Councillor Tim Crumpton, said: “It 
will always be a last resort to put 
people into care. However, people 
should understand that for some, 
this was their first real chance to live 
a life with pleasure in it and the love 
and care shown by staff was greatly 
appreciated. 

“We currently look after 740 chil¬ 
dren - a figure which has increased 
by 21 per cent in the past three 
years.” 

He said the current economic 
climate was placing pressure on 
families. 


Trader has 
fears over 
the future 
of marhet 

THE future of Dudley’s 
market could be threatened 
if multi-million pound new 
supermarkets are built in 
the town centre, it is feared. 

Three rival regeneration 
schemes have been given the 
go-ahead by councillors. 

They include the Porters 
Field project which will see 
Cavendish House demol¬ 
ished to make way for a 
modern store and a stylish 
public piazza. 

While a £20 million 
scheme has been earmarked 
for the New Mill Gate area of 
the town centre between 
Flood Street and King Street 
by developer Commercial 
Estates Group. 

Both projects, which will 
bring hundreds of new jobs, 
were approved by Dudley 
Council. 

But Len Lenihan, chair¬ 
man of Dudley Market 
Traders’ Association, said: 
“I don’t believe it’s what the 
town needs. 

“I don’t think it’s a good 
idea to have these develop¬ 
ments on the outskirts of the 
town centre taking shoppers 
away from the High Street 
and the market.” 

But councillors welcomed 
the developments. 

Councillor Tim Wright, 
said: “We may get one, we 
may get two but if we don’t 
approve them we aren’t 
going to get any.” 

Drink up for 
litter-pickers 

VOLUNTEER litter-pickers 
were out in Stourbridge this 
week as part of their cam¬ 
paign to clean up the area. 

Members of the Tidy 
Stourbridge group met at 
the Saltbrook Inn, Hayes 
Lane, Lye, yesterday 
(Wednesday) evening for one 
of their Pick ’n’ Pint events 
are held where volunteers go 
out to tidy away litter before 
meeting at a nearby pub. 

Grassed roadside banks 
including in Birmingham 
Street and areas of Wollas¬ 
ton are among those already 
tackled. 

Visit www.tidystourbrid 
ge.org.uk for a full list of 
forthcoming events. 


Fair springs out 

A SPRING fair will help 
raise money for Age Concern 
Stourbridge & Halesowen 
on Saturday. An array of 
hand-made crafts and gifts 
will be on sale. The fair will 
take place from 10.30am at 
the Elton Centre, St John’s 
Road, Stourbridge. 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 

The Dental Shop 

Est. 1981 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dentai-shop.co.uk 



PHOLSTERYtCLE AMIN 


o o 0 uu cm 


Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 


Homeclad 


FASCIAS 



* TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 



I MARY STEVENS 
SI HOSPICE 

Quality Clothing , Books, Furniture 
and Knick-Knacks urgently required 

Outlets at: 

Kinver 01384 878854 
Sedgley 01902 672333 
Gornal 01384 250422 
Warehouse 01384 70209 
Blackheath 
0121 561 5882 
WoUaston 01384 379414 
Netherton 01384 241436 
Wordsley 01384 918793 

52-53 High Street Stourbridge 
01384 671104 

Organise a free collection online at 
www.marystevenshospice.co.uk 


Stourbridge 
01384 918703 
Brierley Hill 
01384 70177 
Cradley Heath 
01384 566464 
Kingswinford 
01384277247 
Halesowen 
0121 585 5935 
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Robbery 
roles are 
admitted 

FOUR men admitted their 
role in robberies in the Black 
Country including one at a 
store in Dudley. 

The masked armed gang 
left staff terrified at eight 
shops in a four month spree 
which saw them snatch ciga¬ 
rettes, spirits, cash and 
other goods. 

They were stopped as two 
were caught trying to grab 
cash and up to £10,000 of 
cigarettes from a Co-op shop 
in Overfield Road, Russells 
Hall, Dudley, as it prepared 
to open on September 22. 

Police found 22-year-old 
Jake Williams on the roof 
and Andrew Scanlon, 23, at 
the back of the store. 

Anthony Everitt, 35, and 
Stuart Plant, 24, were 
arrested soon after. 

The breakthrough came 
as detectives investigated 26 
robberies on convenience 
stores and all-night garages 
in which up to £50,000 of cig¬ 
arettes and about £20,000 
cash was stolen. 

At Wolverhampton Crown 
Court Williams of Meldon 
Drive, Everitt, of Wallace 
Road and Plant of Daley 
Road, all Bradley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, admitted conspir¬ 
ing with others to commit 
robberies between May 22 
and September 23. 

Scanlon, 23, of Oak Road, 
Tipton admitted a single 
robbery charge at the Over¬ 
field Road Co-op. 

All four were remanded in 
custody for sentence on May 
7. 

Store set to 
reopen soon 

A HIGH street supermarket 
is close to reopening in 
Dudley after a four-week 
refurbishment and rebrand¬ 
ing. Cool Trader in Market 
Street, Kingswinford, will be 
a Herons Food store when 
work ends next week. 

The change in brand 
follows the sale of Cool 
Trader by Iceland to Herons 
Foods in September 2012. 
Heron Foods bosses say the 
store opening could be fol¬ 
lowed by several more in the 
Black Country. 

It is welcome news for the 
town after the collapse of 
The Sofa Club on The Pen- 
snett Trading Estate and 
the announcement that 
npower is closing its High 
Street office. 


History meeting 

WOODSIDE Memory and 
History Group will meet on 
April 15 from 7pm to 9pm at 
Woodside Community 
Centre, Holly Hall. 


Park revamp will lead to trees being felled 



Mary Stevens Park will lose trees 


UP TO 100 trees will be removed from Stour¬ 
bridge’s Mary Stevens Park as part of a 
£2.6million refurbishment project. 

Dudley Council has lodged plans for the 
work at the park, which will include creating 
a new cafe and restoring the bandstand. 

As part of the scheme, dozens of trees will 
need to be taken out, either because they are 
immature, “poor specimens” or have been 
causing damage to other vegetation and 
paths. 

Councillor Tracy Wood, cabinet member 
for environment and culture, said: “The pro¬ 
posed £2.6m of Heritage Lottery Fund 
improvements, which follow consultation 


with stakeholders and the Royal British 
Legion, would necessitate the removal of 
some of Mary Stevens Park’s trees. 

“Many of these trees are either causing 
damage to park infrastructure, are poor spec¬ 
imens or are immature and their removal 
would help us to increase the visibility of the 
war memorial and enable us to clean silt from 
the pool. 

“None of the trees are under preservation 
orders but Dudley Council always aims to 
replace trees that are felled by planting new 
ones across the borough.” 

Stourbridge resident Steph Simpson said 
she was concerned by the number of trees 


that would be felled. “Even with the small 
amount of replanting proposed, this will not 
make up for the loss of mature habitat,” she 
said. 

The plans drawn up by the council also 
include a revamp of the sports facilities at the 
park, including the tennis courts and bowling 
green. Improvements would also be made to 
Heath Pool, where a viewing platform would 
be fitted. 

The main Grade II listed gates would also 
be restored to their former glory. Residents 
and councillors have long campaigned for 
them to be spruced up, as the brick and iron¬ 
work has been showing signs of decay. 


Author sees Nicole booted 
and well suited in her role 



Nicole Kidman during filming for Before I go to Sleep Nicole Kidman in the film The Others, for which she won an Oscar 


SHE is one of the most famous 
actresses in the world - and 
Nicole Kidman has been spotted 
around London as she films the 
movie adaptation of a Stour¬ 
bridge author’s debut novel. 

The 45-year-old star of Batman, Moulin 
Rouge and The Others was seen in the 
capital during shoots for Before I go to 
Sleep. She plays Christine Lucas, who 
wakes up to find she does not recognise her 
life and has no idea who her husband is. 

Wearing a long overcoat and boots, 
Kidman has been seen walking through 
parkland during filming of the psychologi¬ 
cal thriller. 

The movie is shaping up to be one of the 
biggest releases of the year after the best¬ 
selling novel by Steve Watson, from Words- 
ley, captured the imagination of hundreds of 
thousands of readers across the globe. 

It is scheduled for release later this year 
after the book of the same name sold more 
than 350,000 copies. 

The rights were snapped up by producer 
Ridley Scott, who drafted in Hollywood 
stars Kidman and Colin Firth to play the 
lead roles. 

Planned 

Mr Watson, aged 41, who grew up in 
Wordsley, started writing the book as a 
hobby while working as an audiology spe¬ 
cialist and now admits he may never return 
to his old job. 

The book shot to number one in the 
Sunday Times paperback chart after being 
chosen by Richard Madeley and Judy Finni- 
gan for their Book Club. 

It has been translated into 40 languages 
and Mr Watson is now working on his 
second book. Filming will continue over the 
coming weeks ahead of a planned released 
before the end of the year. 

He has been invited on to the set to watch 
filming and said it was amazing that Holly¬ 
wood stars have signed up to act out a story 
he wrote. 

He added: “It’s looking great. I know I’m 
biased but both Kidman and Firth are giving 
stunning performances.” 

A former pupil at The Wordsley School 
and King Edward VI Sixth Form College in 
Stourbridge, he scooped a host of awards 
including the the Galaxy Best 
Crime/Thriller gong, beating Ian Rankin 


and Martina Cole. The tale is inspired by 
amnesia cases Mr Watson encountered 
while working at St Thomas’ Hospital, 
London. 

Although he does not have an active role 
in making the film, he has been consulted by 
the production team and has been present at 
a number of shoots. 

Mr Watson said: “I still can’t quite believe 
what’s happening. To actually be able to say 
that A list stars are appearing in an adapta¬ 
tion of my book is amazing. The script is fan¬ 
tastic. It’s really exciting.” 

Kidman was chosen for the role ahead of 


Cate Blanchett and Kate Winslet, and she 
will star alongside Oscar winner Firth, who 
plays husband Ben. 

It is not the first time Kidman and Firth 
have appeared together, as they play real- 
life married couple Eric and Patti Lomax in 
The Railway Man, a film about Second 
World War PoW Lomax, due out later year. 

Praise 

Kidman, who won the Best Actress Oscar 
for The Hours in 2002, said recently: 
“Before I Go To Sleep is a psychological 
thriller, my favourite genre. I’m making the 


kind of film I like to watch.” The film script 
has been written by Rowan Joffe and 
Kidman was full of praise for Jhim, who she 
says has turned the novel into an edge-of- 
your-seat drama. 

She said: “T like directors who are daring 
and take chances. The films are sometimes 
experiments. I’m at a time of my life where 
I don’t have to play by the rules and I can 
work with visionary film-makers who aren’t 
making formulaic films. 

“I want to be tested beyond my comfort 
zone. I don’t want to be safe if it’s more 
interesting to be dangerous.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Auditions open 
for a pantomime 

A BLACK Country youth 
pantomime group is 
seeking performers to 
bring its next production 
to life. 

The Young Ones Pan¬ 
tomime Company will 
perform Robinson Crusoe 
in January and will be 
holding auditions on May 
12. Anyone who is between 
seven and 18 is welcome to 
come and show their 
talent. The pantomime, 
which will be performed at 
Netherton Arts Centre. 

For more information 
ontact Chris Sykes on 
01384 895266. 

Massive plans 
given go-ahead 

MULTI-MILLION pound 
regeneration plans have 
been approved by Dudley 
Council planners. 

The Porters Field 
project which will see the 
demolition of Cavendish 
House to create a public 
piazza won the backing of 
councillors. 

Plans for redeveloping 
Falcon House in the New 
Mill Gate area of the town 
centre between Flood 
Street and King Street for 
a separate £20million 
supermarket scheme were 
also granted approval. 

Organ music and 
coffee mornings 

ORGAN playing will be on 
the agenda at coffee morn¬ 
ings in St John’s Church in 
Hagley during summer. 

The first will be on May 
8, with organist Michael 
Jones and Eugene Stellen- 
burg speaking about the 
Ifakara Baking Project, 
Tanzania. Jean Hadley 
will talk about Abraham’s 
Oasis Orphanage in 
Ethiopia, while Richard 
Hall will play on June 12. 

Village hall will 
hold funds sale 

A VILLAGE hall charity 
just outside Stourbridge is 
holding a table-top sale to 
raise funds. Stourton 
Village Hall, in Bridgnorth 
Road, Stourton needs to 
make money to pay for 
maintenance costs. 

The sale will be on April 
13 from 9.30am until 
12.30pm. A few stall tables 
remain available for £10. 
Call 01384 872073. 

Burglary charge 

THREE men have been 
charged with burglary aft¬ 
er being accused of trying 
to steal copper piping from 
an empty house in Cel¬ 
andine Road, Wrens Nest 
estate, Dudley, on April 2. 
They have been bailed to 
appear at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court on April 19. 


able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

I WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 




DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA H 

Can't cone to ns, wel cone to you ■ Wo ui bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to yoir door 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON'T Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move heavy 
furniture and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS when purchasing our underlay. 

Terms and conditions apply. Family run Est since 1978 



twists 

from 

£8.99 sq yd 


Quality Wiltons 

only 

£14.99 sqyd 


Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 


* 


Quality Dou¬ 
ble Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 

"'£397 



Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 


Pl*00p[*IOnG Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, . Up 

^ Kingswinford, Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley {q 

0800 0853747 Ol902 n 880541 I We will beat your BIG Superstores 


75% OFF 


MARY STEVENS 


6 * 


HOSPICE 


DO YOU NEED TO 
CLEAR YOUR HOME? 

Two men and a van 
At your beck and call 

From £195 we’ll 
take it all!! 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 


Call us now on 

01384 70209 

Available at short notice 

( N. B. All clearance requests will be reviewed on site and quoted per vehicle ) 
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I WENT into town, ears blue with cold, to buy a 
winter hat, one of those woolly items, much favoured 
by Al Pacino and New York street thugs. The woolly 
hat is probably the only knitted garment ever to 
inspire fear. Sadly, I had reckoned without the sea¬ 
sonal shelf-stocking policy of clothes shops. For 
commercial purposes, winter is officially over. There 
is not a winter hat to be seen but the shelves are full 
of straw hats for something called summer. 

□□□□□□□□ 

COME to think of it, I recall another knitted garment 
that inspired fear. It was my first swimming costume, 
made by my mother when I was five. Things tended to 
fall out. 

□□□□□□□□ 

THE Government admits it has spent £18 million on 
confidentiality agreements to buy the silence of 
nearly 5,000 departing employees. These gagging 
orders can cost up to £400,000. In the bad old days 
the Mafia achieved much the same result with a 
bullet in the head and a dead canary stuffed in the 
victim’s mouth to indicate he had been “singing.” 
This solution was not only effective but cheap. And 
also cheep. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I WONDER how many millions of us watched the 
“emotional” press conference of Mick and Mairead 
Philpott and suspected, right from the start, that they 
were guilty of killing their six children in a house fire. I 
remember watching it on television last May and asking, 
as many others must have asked: “Where are the tears?” 
Philpott did a lot of hankie-wringing and face-dabbing 
but failed to produce a single teardrop. He wanted to be 
the celebrity and the hero. Instead, his performance for 
the cameras marked him down as the chief suspect. 

□□□□□□□□ 

CONTRAST Philpott’s dry cheeks with those of his 
heroic neighbours, Jamie and Darren Butler who 
tried to rescue the kids but were beaten back by 
smoke and heat. Both men looked as hard as nails 
but as Darren recalled the night, tears poured down 
his face. If justice is done fully in this case, there will 
be medals. 

□□□□□□□□ 

MANY local Derbyshire folk turned up hoping to be 
extras in The Village (BBC1) but few were chosen. Most 
were rejected because of dyed hair, tattoos and other 
21 st century giveaways which would have looked bizarre 
in a 1914 drama. The rejects may be miffed but we 
should be profoundly thankful that it is so difficult for us 
to recreate the look of ordinary working folk nearly 100 
years ago. Great-grandfather’s generation grew up with 
rickets, TB, polio and cholera and a diet of 1,000 calories 
a day if they were lucky. Kids could be whacked by 
parents, teachers and any passing stranger and if you 
were sacked, you went hungry. In old photos, that 
doomed generation looks poor, pinched, spindly and 
deferential. If they could have looked into the future and 
seen us they would have been astonished at our size, our 
education, our good health and the curious fact that we 
don’t doff our caps to anyone. From starvation to 
swagger in three generations. What an amazing century 
it has been. 

□□□□□□□□ 

MANCHESTER police are to extend the definition 
of “hate crimes” to cover attacks on Goths, emos and 
other sub-cultures. Let me know of any other groups 
who you think deserve special protection. Old blokes 
in libraries noisily sucking mints spring to mind. 

□□□□□□□□ 

MEANWHILE, back at the clothes shop I note that 
underpants are now being marketed as “keyhole trunks.” 
Yale or Chubb, sir? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Trust looking to protect historic sites 


CALLS to protect historic land¬ 
marks around Halesowen, including 
a 13th century abbey site, have been 
made by campaigners who want to 
draw up a fundraising action plan. 

They want to set up a fundraising 
committee as part of the Halesowen 
Abbey Trust and are keen to bring 
residents and businesses on board. 

Landmarks like the former Hale¬ 
sowen Council buildings in the town 
centre, Lutley Mill and the home of 


Somers Sports and Social Club 
based at The Grange should be safe¬ 
guarded, according to trust 
members. 

It comes after the future of the 
Halesowen Abbey ruins, in the 
grounds of Manor Abbey Farm, 
appeared settled as a deal to sell the 
site was expected to be completed 
next month. 

The trust had harboured ambi¬ 
tions to buy the site itself and was 


drawing up a £575,000 Heritage 
Lottery Fund application to create a 
visitors centre. 

But instead private buyers have 
come forward to buy part the farm¬ 
house and barns surrounding the 
ruins to create an events and wed¬ 
dings venue. 

Campaigners hope to work with 
those buying Manor Abbey Farm, 
which is built into the ruins of Hale¬ 
sowen Abbey dating back to 1215, to 


strike a deal to allow them to hold 
visitor days. 

However, trust spokesman Mick 
Freer said “positive” talks had been 
held with the new owners. 

“The members are looking 
forward to getting to know the new 
owners,” he said. Mick Freer added 
the trust wanted to cast its net wider 
to ensure that other long-standing 
buildings in the town were pro¬ 
tected. 


Woman given pet ban 
after dog is put down 


A WOMAN has been banned from keeping 
animals for five years after her pet dog had to 
be put down following months of neglect. 

Sandra June Ray allowed one of 10-year-old Highland 
terrier Pepe’s nails to grow so long it punctured her paw. 

Dudley Magistrates Court heard a growth in the dog’s 
mouth had gone untreated and reached the point where it 


could not be fully removed 
by vets. The court was told it 
had been decided to put Pepe 
down to end her suffering. 
The dog’s coat was also 
matted and covered in the 
animal’s urine and faeces. 

Ray, aged 53, of Pennant 
Road, Cradley Heath, admit¬ 
ted causing unnecessary suf¬ 
fering to an animal and 
three charges of breaching a 
duty of animal welfare. 

District Judge Graham 
Wilkinson told Ray she had 
only narrowly escaped a jail 
term before sentencing her 
to a two-month community 
order with a curfew between 
6pm and 6am. 

Worried 

She was banned from 
keeping animals for five 
years and also ordered to pay 
a contribution of £1,000 to 
the care Pepe received from 
the RSPCA before she had to 
be put down. 

Mrs Gaynor Sutton, pros¬ 
ecuting on behalf of the 
RSPCA, said the neglect had 
only come to light after 
neighbours, concerned for 
Pepe’s welfare, confronted 
Ray on May 29 last year. 

“Neighbours had been 
worried about Pepe for some 
time. 

“They had only seen Ray 
visit once each day and only 


| by Lee Watton 

for a few minutes. They had 
also heard Pepe howling late 
at night,” she said. 

“On May 29 two neigh¬ 
bours knocked on the door 
and demanded to see Pepe. 
Ray let them in and they 
found the dog in the condi¬ 
tions described.” 

Mrs Sutton said Pepe 
would have suffered “severe 
pain” due to the “ulcerated 
mass” in her mouth. 

Vets decided to put her 
down as they were unable to 
fully remove the growth. 

The court was told when 
interviewed by the RSPCA, 
Ray had told them she had 
“done her best”. 

The court was told Pepe 
had originally belonged to 
Ray’s late husband who had 
cared for the dog and kept 
her in good condition. 

But after his death, the 
dog had been left in Ray’s 
care. Mr Kirandeep Soor, 
defending, said his client 
had done her best to look 
after the dog but had not 
been able to cope. 

But this was rejected by 
District Judge Wilkinson. 
He said: “If she could not 
cope she could have taken 
the dog to a charity like the 
RSPCA.” 


£76,000 win unclaimed 

LOTTERY bosses are calling people in Dudley borough to 
check their old tickets after a £76,842 prize has yet to be 
claimed. The winning ticket, which matched five numbers 
and the bonus ball, was bought for the Lotto draw on March 
20. The ticket holder has until September 16 to claim their 
prize. The winning Lotto numbers were 4, 11,14, 27, 43, 46 
and the bonus ball was 42. If no-one comes forward the 
money will go to good causes. 



Five-year-old friends Anna McCole and William Gardiner, both from Stourbridge, 
enjoy the balloon area of the Quest at the Merry Hill Shopping Centre 

YOUNGSTERS and their parents wanting 
to relive some of their youth have been flock¬ 
ing to make the most of a new adventure 
attraction at Merry Hill Shopping Centre. 

The Quest adventure attraction includes 
something unique for the UK - a battle 
arena where contestants fight it out using 
Nerf blasters. 

The Nerf gun was one of the most popular 
toys in the 1990s, with millions of young¬ 
sters around the world having fun duelling 
with soft foam bullets. 

And now fans of the retro toy can relive 
their childhood in a paintball-style combat 
arena at Quest. Rowena Lee, from Quest, 
said: “The combat arena is not just for kids. 

“Nerf is such a retro game with such a cult 
following, and so a lot of people who grew up 
in the 90s are coming down because it was 
something they loved. 

“We are the first Nerf combat arena in the 
UK, and it’s something that’s come over 


Mayor of Dudley Melvyn Mottram and 
Tim Rusby, MD of Paragon Creative, get 
ready to do battle in the Nerf arena 

from America so we have a lot of American 
followers on our Facebook page.” 

Centre bosses said the adventure attrac¬ 
tion had been received “really well”. 


Security 
camera to 
keep out 
park yobs 

SECURITY in a Cradley 
Heath park has been 
stepped up in an effort to 
tackle anti-social behaviour. 

CCTV has been installed 
in Haden Hill Park by the 
police and Sandwell Council 
to try to tackle the problem 
of youths gathering in the 
park. 

Sandwell Council cabinet 
member for neighbourhood 
services Councillor Ian 
Jones said: “Because of some 
reports of anti-social behav¬ 
iour in the park it has been 
agreed with the police to 
install one CCTV camera for 
the added security of the 
park users.” 

The installation of the 
camera was revealed during 
a live webchat with Inspec¬ 
tor Ian Massey, the officer in 
charge of policing in south 
Sandwell. 

During the talk he was 
told by one resident that the 
park is “often blighted by 
gangs of youths at night”, 
and was asked if there are 
any plans to beef up police 
presence, lighting or rangers 
in the park. 

In response, Inspector 
Massey said: “A great deal of 
partnership activity is 
taking place to tackle nega¬ 
tive behaviour. 

“If issues are escalating 
please report to it us.” 

Runner back 
for big race 

A FORMER runner from 
Dudley is coming out of 
retirement for this year’s 
London Marathon to raise 
awareness of Motor 
Neurone Disease. 

Ian Corns, aged 44, of 
Kingswinford, who works 
for Wolverhampton City 
Council, has been spurred 
on by the fact that a col¬ 
league’s son has been diag¬ 
nosed with the condition. 

The London Marathon 
takes place on April 21. Mr 
Corns has competed in four 
previously and said this was 
an opportunity he could not 
miss. 

Sponsor him on the 
website www.virginmoney- 
giv ing.com/iancorns or tele¬ 
phone him on 01902 555502 


Sailing sessions 

TWO sailing tester sessions 
will take place in Himley 
Park near Dudley. They will 
be run on the Great Pool by 
Himley Sailing Club on April 
27 and August 3. To book a 
place, call 01902 755149 or 
07779 858688. 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 



Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 



Age Concern Stourbridge 

( The Elton Centre ) 
SATURDAY 13th APRIL 
DOORS OPEN 10.30AM. 

BARGINS FOR ALL • TOMBOLA, PLANTS, 
BOTTLE STALLS, CAKES, • TOYS & GAMES, 
JEWELLERY • & BRICK - A - BRAC 


THE ELTON CENTRE 
At St Johns Off Parkfield Road 
Stourbridge DY8 1EJ 
tel: 01384 443296 
01384 395534 


ADMISSION 
30p Free 
Parking 


GRANTS 


Bookkeeping 

Services 


Open 7 days per week 9am-9pm 
“MIDDLE MAN SERVICE” 


READYTO PRESENTTO YODR ACCOUNTANT. 
SAVE MONEY AND TIME. 


• VAT • PAY.E. * Bookkeeping 

30 Years in Business 

Call 01384 568013 

Email: graaMetts@btiatemet.com 
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Pressure 
mounts on 
community 
hub fight 

THE campaign to reopen a 
former Sons of Rest building 
in Halesowen for the com¬ 
munity has gathered pace 
after a business plan for the 
development was lodged 
with council bosses. 

Campaigners have formed 
a company, Hasbury Com¬ 
munity Association, to put 
pressure on Dudley Council. 

Officials put the building, 
near Alexandra Road and 
Wall Well, on the market last 
year. 

But residents said they 
want a community hub and 
pleaded for a future for the 
premises built on land don¬ 
ated to the town in 1947 by 
the then mayor Lionel Rose. 

The building was con¬ 
structed in 1948 as one of 
five Sons of Rest sites in the 
Halesowen area to be used 
by war veterans. 

It was previously home to 
Huntingtree Seniors Lei¬ 
sure Centre but the council 
closed it 2011. 

Now campaigners are 
pushing to raise £5,000 with 
a series of fundraisers to 
enable them to kickstart a 
charity to manage the 
centre. 

Councillor Donella Russ¬ 
ell, who is heading the 
scheme with campaigner 
Ian Cooper, said: “The busi¬ 
ness plan has now gone in 
and the fundraising has 
started to provide the centre 
with the stability it initially 
requires.” 

The council’s legal boss, 
Councillor Gaye Partridge, 
said the authority was 
looking at “a number of 
options for the future” of the 
building including the com¬ 
munity proposals. 

ideas call to 
combat flab 

RESIDENTS are being 
asked to contribute ideas on 
how to battle the bulge in 
Dudley where six out of 10 
people are overweight or 
obese. 

Dudley’s new Health and 
Wellbeing Board, which is 
made up of GPs, council offi¬ 
cers, councillors and volun¬ 
teers, is drawing up a battle 
plan to fight obesity. 

More than 138,000 adults 
and over 15,000 children, 
out of a population of more 
than 320,000, are facing 
potential future health 
problems because of their 
weight, the board said. 

Chairman Councillor 
Zafar Islam said: “Tackling 
obesity is a priority.” Visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk before 
April 15 to take part. 


Canal artery reopens after work on tunnel 



A MAIN waterway artery through the 
Black Country has reopened following a 
£1.5million restoration project on an his¬ 
toric canal tunnel. 

The Canal and River Trust fought off 
severe weather, vandals and thieves to 
finish the strengthening project half a 
mile within the Netherton Canal 
Tunnel, near Dudley, just a week after 
the scheduled date for completion. 

The work, which took four months and 
involved 30 engineers, saw steel rods 
drilled into the walls and a concrete layer 
cemented to the archway to stabilise the 


a 160ft-long stretch of the brick tunnel. 

The tunnel is a major route on the 
Birmingham Canal Navigations and has 
now reopened to both boats and walkers. 

Project manager Lawrence Tall said: 
“We’re pleased to have finished when we 
did, considering the minor problems we 
had of vandalism and thefts. 

“Because we were so far down the 
tunnel, each time we had a breakdown, 
theft of tools or other matter, it could 
take up to two to three days to get every¬ 
thing back in place again to start work. 

“The problems were a setback, but we 


soon managed each time to recover and 
we ended up only having to extend the 
project by one week.” 

The work was carried out by the trust 
after cracks began to appear in the brick¬ 
work section of the tunnel and tests 
showed the structure to be weakening. 

Unlike in 1858 when the tunnel was 
built, workers were equipped with 
machinery to drill the rods into the 
walls, before installing a metal mesh, 
into which the concrete was cemented. 

The canal had to be shut off as the 
equipment had to be carried down the 


waterway and positioned in the tunnel 
on moving water platforms. 

Mr Tall said: “The work will keep that 
part of the tunnel stable for at least 
another 100 years - but there will be 
other parts of the tunnel we need to look 
at again within the next five to 10 years. 

“I think it is worth it because, 
although the waterway may have limited 
use, it is a key link for the canal system 
in the Black Country and needs to be 
kept going. There is also the historical 
side to it.” 


Taxi drivers plan a go-slow 
in protest over white cars 


DUDLEY town centre could be brought to a 
standstill when taxi drivers stage a go-slow to 
show their anger after proposals to abolish a 
single car colour scheme were thrown out by 
councillors. 

Dozens of vehicles are expected to take part in the protest 
before the authority’s taxi committee meeting at 5.30pm on 
April 24 in a bid to highlight their concerns. 


More than 1,000 people 
have signed a petition, 
including drivers and their 
customers, asking the 
council to reverse its rules 
stating only white coloured 
private hire cars can be used 
around the borough. 

Taxi drivers claim it can 
cost up to £2,000 extra for 
white models due to recent 
popularity by celebrities 
pushing up prices. 

Drivers will make two laps 
of the town going directly 
past Dudley Council House, 
in Priory Road, on the 
evening of the meeting. 

Customers 

Around 600 members of 
Dudley Private Hire and 
Taxi Association are backing 
the action saying they have 
been left feeling “robbed” by 
the decision. 

But Dudley Council’s 
legal boss, Councillor Gaye 
Partridge, refused to back 
down, saying the decision 
had been taken “as part of 
the fair and democratic 
process” by committee 
members. 

The council saaid having a 
single colour scheme allows 
customers to safely identify 


J by Andrew Turton 

fully licensed private taxis. 

Taxi association chairman 
Shaz Saleem says the group 
intends to meet again next 
week to thrash out further 
details of the protest. 

But Mr Saleem, who is 
managing director at 
Beacon Taxis, Sedgley and 
Express Taxis, Halesowen, 
says his drivers feel this is 
the only way to send a 
message to the council 
without holding a strike 
which could hurt customers. 

“We want them to make a 
U-turn on this policy,” he 
said. “We want to show how 
strong we feel about this and 
how angry we are because 
quite frankly we feel 
robbed.” 

Councillor Partridge, said: 
“We recently reviewed this 
policy to ensure it continues 
to safeguard the public and 
considered views from coun¬ 
cillors, police and the taxi 
drivers. 

The committee voted in 
favour of keeping the policy 
as part of the fair and demo¬ 
cratic process we have in 
place.” 


MP hears pupils' hopes 

STOURBRIDGE MP Margot James has visited to school 
pupils ahead of the arrival of their new headteacher this 
month. She toured Peter’s Hill Primary School,Amblecote, 
and speak to pupils about their time at the school and their 
aspirations for secondary school and beyond. 

She also chatted to year six pupils about their interests 
last month. More than 800 pupils attend the Peters Hill 
Road school, making it one of the biggest primaries in the 
country. The new head, Dr Neil Hopkm, starts on Monday. 


Beating 
out the 
rhythm 
of music 

BUDDING musicians have 
been improving their skills 
on a wide range of instru¬ 
ments at free sessions held 
at a Stourbridge studio. 

Top Rock Studios and 
Black Lab Productions 
joined forces to stage the 
event over the Easter holi¬ 
days at the studio in Dial 
Lane, Amblecote. 

People of any ability and 
any age have been able to 
take part in the tuition ses¬ 
sions. They focused on 
guitar, bass, drums and 
vocal training. 

Bosses from Black Lab 
Productions offered a free 
taster of their Pop Star 
Parties where people and 
groups could follow in the 
footsteps of their favourite 
music idols. 

They even had the chance 
to record their own CDs. 

Spokesman Paul Williams 
said he wanted to encourage 
both children and adults to 
get involved in the music 
industry. 

“It is a great way to meet 
new people and build confi¬ 
dence while trying some¬ 
thing new or improving 
existing skills,” he said. 

“We are committed to 
making everyone’s experi¬ 
ence an enjoyable one 
whether they are having a 

Making music, back from left, guitar tutor Lee Bruce, music tutor Danni G, guitar stud- music lesson or a full record- 

ent Cody Jones with drum and percussion tutor Tim Rogers and his daughter Tess ing session.” 



Libraries marking 
World Book Night 

DUDLEY’S libraries will 
be celebrating World Book 
Night. 

It is a celebration of 
reading and books and 
sees tens of thousands of 
volunteers share books on 
April 23. 

Dudley Library’s 
evening starts at 6pm with 
a quiz followed by a talk 
from Stourbridge author 
Miranda Dickinson. 

Events at Halesowen 
Library will begin at 
5.30pm including a book 
quiz with prizes. 

At 6pm crime author 
Sam Hayes will be talking 
about her books. 

Football match to 
give hospice boost 

FORMER football stars will 
play a fundraising match for 
a Dudley hospice. 

Ex-Aston Villa player 
Ken McNaught is leading 
the West Midlands All Stars 
against Stourbridge Old 
Boys at Stourbridge Foot¬ 
ball Club at the War Memo¬ 
rial Athletic Club, Amble¬ 
cote High Street on April 21. 

The match will raise 
money for Stourbridge’s 
Mary Stevens Hospice. 
Gates open at noon. For 
tickets visit www.marys- 
tevens hospice.co.uk or call 
01384 377778. 

Kitten Put Put is 
rescued from tree 

PUT Put the kitten has 
been grounded after a 
chilling escapade left her 
stranded 32ft up a tree for 
nearly two days in icy 
weather. 

The six-month-old, 
black moggie was rescued 
by a firefighter who 
plucked it from the huge 
leylandii overhanging her 
owner Delysia Holford’s 
garden in Bewdley. Mrs 
Holford, aged 80, couldn’t 
coax it out of the tree. 

Warning over car 
breakdown con 

CONMEN have targeted 
motorists demanding cash 
for petrol in exchange for 
fake gold or jewellery. 

Drivers in Stourton, 
near Stourbridge, were the 
latest to be targeted 
prompting a fresh police 
appeal. 

The offenders park in 
laybys off main commuter 
roads and pretend their 
car has broken down. 

Collectors wanted 

CHRISTIAN Aid collections 
in Hagley need volunteers 
from May 12 to 18. Anyone 
interested should call Mollie 
McPherson on 01562 
886503, Kathy Francis on 
01562 882442 or David 
Baines on 01562 884264. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing! 




CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


Freephone 

0800 6121118 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


|[Rs)[fO0[7Og] for You 

Let us take the stress out of Ironing!!! 
We offer a high standard of service at the 
lowest possible prices!! 
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• All items returned on hangers or folded 

• All items returned in protective covers 

• Same day service available 

• We will collect and deliver at a time that is 
convenient for you 

• We can collect or deliver to your home or 
work address 

• Scented water or starch can be provided 


WE ALSO 00 ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC CLEANING 

a am (mb m own um 


i! 


pTHE 13TH MAUIERN 

MINI SHOW 


Avon + Wye Halls & Outside, 

3 Counties Showground 

MALVERN - WORCESTERSHIRE WR13 6NW 
(BROWN GATE) - 10AM TILL 3PM 

SUNDAY 14TH APRIL 

FOLLOW THE BROWN SIGNS FROM J7/8 M5 OR J1 M50 


► Classic Minis 

► Performance 
Minis 

► Modified Minis 

► Mini Jumble 

► Trade Stands 

► Concours 


• Club Displays 
Admission: 
Over 14’s £8.00 
7-14 £3.00; 
Under 7’s FREE 
FREE PARKING 


Hotline: 01484 667 776 / 07831 281 284 

www.classicshows.org email: info@classicshows.org 
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GLASS half full or half empty? 
Last month was the second 
coldest March on record. And the 
good news? Well imagine how 
much worse it would be without 
global warming. 

nnnnnn 

IF IAIN Duncan Smith has any 
sense, he will tactfully ignore the 
petition challenging him to prove 
he can live on £53 a week. 

Many will remember how a 
rather silly young Tory MP called 
Matthew Parris tried a similar 
stunt, against the orders of the 
then Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, back in 1984. 

For an episode of Granada 
television’s World In Action pro¬ 
gramme, Parris spent a week 
living on £26.80, at the time the 
basic rate of unemployment 
benefit. It all started so well. Each 
meal was carefully planned, his 
black-and-white television was 
budgeted for, and by Friday he 
was looking rather pleased with 
himself. 

Then come Saturday, for some 
inexplicable reason, he blew all 
his savings on a football match. 
And he wasn’t even interested in 
football. It never occured to him 
that watching top-flight football 
was a luxury many working 
people struggle to afford, let 
alone people living on benefits. 

His brush with the terraces 
meant spending Sunday night in 
darkness because he didn't have 
the money for the electricity 
meter. Parris did indeed prove 
that it was possible for him to live 
on unemployment benefit for a 
single week, but he also ended 
up looking a bit of a pratt. 

Work and Pensions Secretary 
Mr Duncan Smith is wise to avoid 
such cheap tricks. 

nnnnnn 

IF Britain is a country truly 
committed to free speech, how 
come we still get phone bills? 

nnnnnn 

HAVE you clocked the barnet 
on the new ‘young police and 
crime commissioner’ Paris 
Brown? The 17-year-old has got 
a bigger mane than Lenny the 
Lion. But jesting aside, let’s not 
go overboard about a few foul- 
mouthed rants she posted on 
Twitter when she was 14. 

That old shrinking violet Keith 
Vaz MP has waded into the 
debate, saying he is “deeply 
shocked by the disclosures”. 
What, a man of the world like Mr 
Vaz, shocked that a teenage girl 
behaves like an, erm, adoles¬ 
cent? 

The real question is about the 
wisdom of her boss, Kent police 
and crime commissioner Anne 
Barnes, spending £15,000 of 
public money employing a 
teenager to advise her about 
policing matters. Maybe Mrs 
Barnes thought it would make 
her seem modern and innovative, 
or perhaps she just fancied a go 
at playing Alan Sugar and spot¬ 
ting tomorrow’s talent. 

As for the BBC man who 
reduced Paris to tears with his 
relentless grilling: it’s not big and 
it’s not clever. 



Fownes Brewery at the Jolly Crispin pub in Dudley Brewers Thomas and James Fownes behind the bar 


Watch out boys fem-ales 
have designs on the pint 



Marverine Cole is trying to enlighten more women to the joys of real ale 


Traditionally real ale is a male 
preserve but CHARLOTTE 
LILLEY has found a Black 
Country brewery which is 
seeking to change all that 

CALL me old fashioned if you 
will but I’ve never liked the idea 
of women drinking pints, 
mainly because it doesn’t look 
feminine. 

But now one pub in Dudley is trying to 
change that attitude with a beer tasting 
session aimed specifically at women. 

The Jolly Crispin in Clarence Street, 
wants to get more women strengthening 
their biceps and picking up a pint with an 
ale tasting class. 

James and Tom Fownes, owners of 
Fownes Brewery in Upper Gornal, have 
organised the event to get rid of the 
mannish reputation of beer drinking. 

Three new ales and a lot of lager will be 
on offer at the pub and television beer 
expert, Marverine Cole, will give a talk 
encouraging women to embrace a proper 
pint. 

Advocate 

“I am a big advocate for women drink¬ 
ing beer and would even go as far as 
saying it is a much better compliment to 
food than wine,” she says. 

“Many women think it is fattening, 
calorific and just for men, but that is not 
the case. 

“I have been writing about the beauty 
of beer for three years and want to dispel 
the myth that women shouldn’t be drink¬ 
ing it. 

“The truth is, if you’re going to drink 
10 pints and then eat a kebab you will put 
on weight. 

“But if you drink in moderation and 
really sample the flavours and the aroma, 
you will enjoy it. 

“Men have been drinking pints of beer 
for years but now more women are taking 
an interest in it. 


“There are lots of different flavours to 
try because some beers are made with 
grapefruit and others are made with 
honey, so there really is something out 
there for everyone.” 

A recent survey in Italy revealed that 
drinking beer can be good for your 
heart. 

The study of 200,000 people found 
those who drank a pint a day had a 31 
per cent decrease in heart disease risk. 

A group on social networking site 
Facebook called Girls Who Drink Pints, 


appears to agree with the figures. 

With more than 83,000 members, it 
advocates that women order a beer at 
the bar instead of a girly cocktail. 

But while more women may be trying 
fruity beers and pale ale, there isn’t a 
beer specifically for them. 

So is this something James and Tom 
could branch out into? 

“The female market has been the holy 
grail of larger breweries for some time, 
trying various marketing gimmicks to 
attract more female drinkers,” says 


James. As a new business it would have 
been silly to ignore this potential cus¬ 
tomer base, so we decided to approach it 
through an education avenue. 

“We were aware that the perception of 
real ale was changing from an old man’s 
drink to a premium product enjoyed in 
community pubs and city centre bars 
alike, and having become aware of the 
work that Marverine was doing to 
encourage ladies to try beer and appreci¬ 
ate what it had to offer, we wanted to 
work with her and get ladies to look at 
beer with a fresh perspective.” 

One woman from Shropshire who saw 
a gap in the market and created a beer 
just for women is 24-year-old Harriet 
Easton. 

She took matters into her own hands 
when she produced Harry’s Beer in 2007. 

Options 

Although she went on to pursue other 
career options, James and Tom say the 
female market is still huge. 

Tony Jerome spokesman for the Cam¬ 
paign for Real Ale (CAMRA) says the 
industry is working together to show 
women their perceptions of beer are 
untrue. 

“Real ale in the past has been seen by 
many women as flat and warm but the 
industry is playing a big role to show this 
is untrue and the numbers of women 
who have now tried real ale have doubled 
in the last four years,” says Mr Jerome. 

“Tasting sessions like the one being 
hosted by Fownes Brewery, are impor¬ 
tant ways of getting more people to try 
and drink British real ale which has led 
to an increase in sales in recent years.” 

Fownes was officially launched in 
October last year. 

It produces 16 casks a week at the 
Clarence Street pub but work has begun 
to increase this number to 42 casks a 
week. 

The ale tasting event will be held on 
April 16 at 6pm. 

To book a place email info@fownes- 
brewing.co.uk or visit 

www.beerbeauty.co.uk to find out more 
about the benefits of drinking beer. 



1983.. . 

A REPORT by Manpower, the 
specialist employment agency, 
says firms in the West Midlands are 
facing a shortage of skilled 
workers, despite the lengthening 
dole queue. As many as two out of 
three employers in the region are 
unable to find enough skilled 
people, being sought by 63 per 
cent of employers. 

A TEN-YEAR-OLD boy was 
hailed as a hero after rescuing a 
family of five from their blazing 
home in Birmingham. Roger 
Simpson dashed to get a ladder 
from his garden when he heard 
the gamily crying for help, mar¬ 
shalling the Rashid family from 
an upstairs window. 

SCOUTS from Wolverhampton 
trekked 36 miles in preparation for 
their Duke of Edinburgh award. 
The lads from Penn Scouts set off 
from Church Stoke and completed 
the Shropshire Summits walk in 
just over 13 hours. 

1993.. . 

A FIREMAN braved thick 
choking smoke to rescue a Rot¬ 
tweiler trapped in a blazing 
Smethwick home. But far from 
being a dangerous, snarling 
animal, the timid puppy cowered 
behind an upstairs toilet and had 
to be dragged to safety. 

HORSE riders in Sedgley got the 
bit between their teeth over plans 
to ban them from a popular beauty 
spot. Three hundred people 
signed a petition opposing a pro¬ 
posal by Dudley Council to fence 
off parts of Cotwall End Valley. 

A WALSALL couple were 
living out on a limb in a 
“detached” house after all the 
surrounding properties were 
bulldozed. William Price and his 
wife Bridget were left isolated 
after Walsall Council demol¬ 
ished 38 hard-to-let properties 
in Shakespeare Crescent, 
Harden. 

2003.. . 


HUNDREDS of Sikhs took part 
in a procession between Wednes- 
field and Willenhall to mark one of 
the holiest days in the religious cal¬ 
endar. Congregations from two 
gurdwaras in the towns embarked 
on a two-hour march from one to 
the other to celebrate Vaisakhi. 

DUDLEY Zoo unveiled their 
new logo featuring rare Suma¬ 
tran tiger triplets Jambi, Padang 
and Banda. The previous logo 
featuring an elephant had to be 
replaced after the zoo decided 
to move their two elephants, 
Flossie and Flora to a new home. 

PLANS to expand Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Business Airport drew protests 
from residents living near the Half¬ 
penny Green site. More than 550 
people crammed into All Saints’ 
Church, Claverley, to voice their 
concerns. 


* 


Domino's 


Terms and conditions: 

Not valid with any other offers, 
minimum delivery order £9.99. 

Limited time only and can 
be withdrawn without notice. 
Expiry date 30/04/13 


We're ready 
to lake 


01384 


your 


order ::: 374666 


D dominos.co.uk 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY8 1JN 

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Thurs 11.30am - 11pm, 

Fri - Sat 11.30am-12pm, Sun 11.30am - 10.45pm 




Buy one 
Pizza* get 
one FREE 

Collection or Delivery 
Online code: KFYAUNJ 
At regular menu price. 
Free pizza must be of equal or 
lesser value than the first 


Classic Pizza 
any size 
£9.99 Delivered 

From the menu or Create 
Your Own up to 4 toppings. 
Special crusts charged extra 


Online 
Offer 
£10 OFF 

when you spend £25 
at regular menu price 
Online code: QUUYJYTJ 
Collection or Delivery 


Classic Pizza 
any size 
£7.99 Collection 

From the menu or Create 
Your Own up to 4 toppings. 
Special crusts charged extra 
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LETTERS 

Where is the common sense? 


SO all these new changes have now 
been introduced relating to the benefit 
system and health care. Not at a rea¬ 
sonable pace, but like the coming of a 
tsunami ready to hit when least 
expected. People are rushing to down¬ 
size to a smaller property but where is 
all this extra accommodation? Those on 
low incomes will be worse off because 
governments would rather pay work 
related benefits than put pressure on 
certain businesses to pay a decent wage 
for a decent day’s work. 

The unemployed are placed in one 
basket and made to look lazy and 


nothing more than scroungers, 
demonised by the likes of politicians 
who live on another planet. I was made 
redundant from my last job through no 
fault of my own. 

The health service is falling apart at 
the seams and under enormous pres¬ 
sure but still politicians continue to 
bring in changes, not because a better 
health service will be created but 
because it all saves money. 

Any new party taking office always 
interferes with schools, the health 
service and welfare. Every party knows 
best and acts accordingly. There is one 


area, however, that never changes. The 
expenses and wages of politicians and 
councillors. If we are all in this together 
and everything needs to be fair, then 
why aren’t any of these people willing 
to help? 

Politicians and councillors need to 
get their “finger out” and start paying 
the price like the rest of us have to. 

By the way, we are to open doors even 
wider at the end of this year and let 
more people into the country? Where is 
the common sense in this? 

MARY WHITE 

Roundhill Road, Dudley 


Mercian cut 
is sad blow 
for soldiers 

THE news that soldiers of 
The Royal Mercian and Lan¬ 
castrian Yeomanry - a regi¬ 
ment dating back to 1794 - 
face cuts is a sad blow to all 
British troops. 

It is also an example of the 
Coalition’s complete disre¬ 
gard to the sterling efforts of 
our armed forces. 

The defence of our nation 
is of prime importance. 

Some will rightly argue 
that much of the billions of 
pounds of aid for foreign 
countries should be chan¬ 
nelled into our military as 
well as dealing with immi¬ 
gration. 

The news that soldiers in 
the Midlands including a 
number from Dudley and 
Telford will see their regi¬ 
ment disbanded is a slap in 
the face to our hard pressed 
troops and to find it “outed” 
at Easter is another example 
of the Coalition’s policy of 
hiding important news from 
the public. 

DR PETER G 
LE MAISTRE 
Walker Avenue 
Stourbridge 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Stourbridge Chronicle, Chron¬ 
icle Editorial, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Stourbridge.chrons@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Thorny problem for 
the first-time buyers 

ONCE again another idea on how to stimulate the housing 
market and get first-time buyers on the bottom rung. 

Regretfully, there is no easy fix in regard to this. Now we 
have a position where first-time buyers on low incomes are 
unable to purchase, so those already on the ladder are 
unable to move. 

When I was first on the property ladder, things were so 
much easier in some respects as we did not have all the 
“must haves” of modern life. Therefore, we need to priori¬ 
tise what we want. Mortgages were always difficult to get, 
so things have not changed much. 

We did go through a period of mortgages up to 125 percent 
of valuation, but look where we are now. Throwing money 
at people to help them buy is not the solution. We have to go 
back to square one. Possibly a tax rate of around 95 percent 
to land owners wanting to make huge profits on something 
which God provided in the first place and use that tax in 
order to reduce house prices. Something else which I sug¬ 
gested many years ago when I was a Mortgage Manager was 
to tax profits made on resale properties over and above the 
inflation rate from the date of purchase. 

LEN HALES, Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath 


Our limited 

resources 

squandered 

ALL Fools’ Day, 2013 will go 
down in history as the day 
the NHS ceased to be 
National. Stealthily and 
insidiously the Coalition’s 
controversial reforms take 
effect and Labour opposition 
remains largely silent. 

Already the Coalition is 
hell-bent on stripping our 
nation’s defences. Our brave 
armed forces are the 
paupers at the financial 
table while Cameron and 
Clegg, abetted by mute 
Labour MPs, siphon money 
into foreign aid which is 
used by corrupt regimes. 

Next year thousands of 
Romanian and Bulgarian 
citizens will move to the UK 
and our government 
remains tight lipped. 

It is to be hoped when the 
polls open for future elec¬ 
tions the public will remem¬ 
ber the decades of witless 
squandering of the UK’s 
limited resources by succes¬ 
sive governments beginning 
with the Blair years. 

SALLY MUNRO 

BARTON 

Belbroughton Road 

Norton 


The Family Bed Store Open 6 Days a week 



WBBICEMniCHICUftBflHTEEiiOHIUHEffliiiSTOB 

NEW MODELS ARRIVING. 

MASSIVE CLEARANCE ON.... END OF LINE 
BEDS and MATTRESSES 


®©Q[M§ 


®mD£7 @0®® 


MAI IHIBHIS AT CRAZY 

All offers on a 1st come basis! 


major 

StOCKlStS of 

Sleepeezee 

Beds 

Sleepeezee oouhie Beds From £299.00 


OVER 60 BEDS INSTORE 

PLUS LARGE STOCK FOR 
IMIYIEDIOTE DELIVERY! 


Dreameasy 

Silver End, Brettell Lane, ^ 384 483322 
Brierley Hill, DY5 3JL S H« i 

Mon-Sat 9:30am until 5pm gj @ |jjj—| 



dfs 

making everyday more comfortable 


Visit your Dudley store, order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call free 
on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


0 / 


o 


r APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years 
interest free 
credit on 
everything 


Pay nothing until 
January 2014 
then take 3 years 
interest free credit 


Your new DFS Dudley is now open 

LJL-J . 


Hello I’m Dave Marshall, 

Manager of the new DFS Dudley 
store and I’d like to say thanks to 
everyone who has already come 
along to our new store. 

Right now there are great 
savings across the store and all 
sofas in our Spring Collection 
are half price or better. I’m really 
looking forward to meeting you 
because whatever your taste, home or budget, I know 
we can help you find your perfect sofa. 

We’ve been making sofas for 43 years, and now we’re 
Europe’s No.1 sofa specialist. 

All our sofas are exclusively designed and handmade 
to order, and we have a style, shape and colour to suit 
everyone. 

Every sofa comes with a free 10 year guarantee and 
4 years interest free credit, or pay nothing until January 
2014 and then take 3 years interest free credit, so you 
can stretch out without stretching yourself! 

So come and visit us to see how we have made the 
whole experience of buying a sofa more enjoyable. 


Jive 4 seater sofa. No deposit with 4 years interest free credit. 48 equal monthly payments of £10.39. Or pay nothing until January 2014 then 36 equal monthly payments of £13.86. 0% APR. Total £499. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 
years interest free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. After event price applies from 22.04.13 - see instore or online for details. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse Interchange, 
Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 
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MEMORY LANE 



Young and old, many in the Sunday best, gather to state their case Large numbers of strikers and their families gather in the town centre Women queue for bread for their families as the strike takes hold 


When thousands joined strike that 
left many on the verge of starvation 


IT was a mass protest that left fry David Lumb 

Black Country workers on ^ 

the verge of Starvation and years on,” he said. The strike started 
created ripples felt nationally, on May 9 when 200 workers from 
And now, 100 years on, events have Crown Works demanded higher wages, 
been organised to commemorate the Large numbers of strikers gathered in 
anniversary of the 1913 Wednesbury the Market Place. 

Tube Strike. It spread across the Black Country, 

It saw thousands of men in the Black and in a matter of weeks, there were up 
Country come out in support of to 50,000 people involved, 
workers seeking wage parity with their During the unrest, families strug- 

Birmingham colleagues who were gled for basic food items and relied on 
earning 23 shillings a week, which was charity to help them through the tough 
still a low wage for the time. times. 

Freelance writer and history enthu- Shopkeepers showed their support 
siast Brendan Hawthorne, who by giving away free food, there were 
recently gave a lecture at Wednesbury visits to the region by major figures 
Library, said although it is a story of such as the trade unionist Tom Man, 
hardship, austerity and tragic conse- and there were marches to London and 
quences, there are still comic south Wales. 

moments, funny stories and music to After three months of unrest, the 
lighten the dark times. strikers returned to work after the 

“There are so many parallels with employers agreed on a minimum wage 
today. The balance of standing up for of 22 shillings a week for unskilled 

Shopkeepers showed their support for strikers seen your rights but also puttingfood on the labourers. 

waiting in the Market Place for handouts of free food table is still in evidence a hundred Mr Hawthorne, of Wharfdale Street, 



Wednesbury, added: “So little is known 
about this event that I feel I need to 
show the townsfolk of Wednesbury 
how strong-minded and brave their 
ancestors were.” 

Wednesbury historian Paul Fantom 
will be giving a talk to Wednesbury 
History Society on May 7. 

“I think this is a period that has been 
overlooked by historians but it is of 
huge importance,” said Mr Fantom, 
aged 45. This protest sparked a growth 
in trade unionism. 

“You went from a situation where 
workers were on 18 shillings a week - 
and we have social research saying a 
family needed a minimum of 21 
shillings a week to survive - to an 
improved standard of living. 

“It’s something that should be cele¬ 
brated for the impact it had on commu¬ 
nities.” 

Mr Fantom’s talk is expected to take 
place at Wednesbury Museum and Art 
Gallery. Call 0121 556 0683 for infor¬ 
mation. 





Brandon Hawthorn said although the strike had tragic 
consequences it still had its comic moments 


Denture Care 


New dentures will 
allow you to Eat, 
Smile and Talk 
with confidence! 


• New Dentures 

• Copy Dentures 

• Natural Looking 

• Denture Repair 

• Denture cleaning 

£30 while you wait 


Home Visits Available 


Providing a professional, personal 8i discreet service. 
Patient satisfaction is our highest priority. 

Over 18 years experience in dentistry. 


Call for a FREE Consultation 

01384 468 648 

15b Halesowen Road, Netherton, Dudley DY2 9QG 


CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN 

STREET PRICES 



Make the switch 
Join 1,000s of 
satisfied customers 
that have... 
AND SAVE ££££’s 


Store 


Bring your prescription or book an eye test. Call and save! 


3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 



CGMnJOan is 

Gant _$_BKNY Guess] 


Mncfi 
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You know if its a 



SSssSte- 


Quality Custowe/t 

Satisfaction lAssm ed 

You are invited to visit one of the largest 
Conservatory and Window Showrooms in the UK 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES 
ORANGERIES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT HOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 



Massive 

Discounts 


ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED NOW 
FOR APRIL 
INSTALLATION 




Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm, Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun Closed 




J71 


08009176060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 
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BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 30 years experience in installing windows, doors, 
conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer all our 

customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


^om bourne 


Showroom 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road 
Wombourne, South Staffs 
□ " I s WV5 0AL 


Open Monday-Friday I0am-6pm 
Saturday I0am-4pm 
Sunday 10am-2pm 


inclows 


HomePro 


WHSH 


ELEGANCE 


For more information call us now on 

or visit our website at 


storm 
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Rethink call over cut to 
hospital canteen hours 


A 2,300-NAME petition rallying against 
plans to scale back the canteen at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital has been presented to 
health chiefs. 

Union officials are hoping to convince 
bosses to rethink their proposals to reduce 
the opening hours of the canteen in a bid to 
save £110,000 a year. It has put jobs at risk 
although it is now hoped many of workers 
can be redeployed in other roles at the site. 

Under the plans, the canteen would close 
at weekends and be open between 7am and 
2.30pm Monday to Friday. It is currently 
open between 7pm and 8pm each day. 

Unison representatives have visited the 
hospital discuss the issue with patients and 
visitors and collect signatures which have 
now been handed to Dudley Group NHS 


Foundation Trust chief executive Paula 
Clark. Union regional organiser Tracy Wood 
said: “We want them to reconsider closing 
the canteen at weekends and evenings. 

“The canteen is a valuable service which 
needs to be retained not just for patients and 
visitors but also for staff. 

She added officials were hoped to keep the 
number of redundancies to a minimum. 

“Meetings are still taking place with the 
64 canteen workers and we are hopeful that 
many will be redeployed,” she said. 

Miss Clark said the decision followed a 
comprehensive review of trading in the 
canteen which had fallen. 

Car park charges have risen as part 
efforts to save £15m due to a reduction in 
central funding. 


Council tax spread out 


HUNDREDS of people have 
taken up the offer of spread¬ 
ing the cost of their council 
tax bills under a new scheme 
set up to help cash-strapped 
households. 

Councils have been told to allow 
people to pay their bills over 12 
months rather than the usual 10. 

Traditionally, authorities have col¬ 
lected the rent over 10 months to 
ensure they have got all the money in 
to pay for services by the end of the 
financial year. 

But new rules passed by Parliament 
require all councils to allow people to 
pay over 12 months if they wish. 

Some authorities, such as Wolver¬ 


hampton, Walsall and Cannock Chase, 
already offered the service and receive 
payments from thousands of people 
each year spread over 12 months. 

Other councils have agreed to let 
hundreds of ratepayers spread the cost 
from next week. 

In Sandwell, 453 households will 
pay over 12 months out of 128,000 
while in Dudley a further 450 will do 
so. 

South Staffordshire Council has 
agreed to let 153 pay over the course of 
a year while Wyre Forest has made 
arrangements for 102. 

Lichfield District Council has 157 
accounts out of 43,300 paying over 12 
months and Stafford Borough Council 
is doing it for 730. 


In Walsall, where the scheme was 
already offered, 26,203 people pay 
every month - 24 per cent of all 
accounts. 

Figures were not available for 
Wolverhampton City Council but 
spokesman Tim Clark said it was the 
most popular form of payment. 

Cannock Chase has also been offer¬ 
ing 12 monthly direct debit payments 
for years and has more than 4,000 
people who pay that way. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Steve Eling said: “It is a 
new government ruling but judging by 
the figures, it would appear that the 
vast majority of people prefer to con¬ 
tinue with the 10-month payment and 
have two free months.” 


Travellers 
have gone 

DOZENS of illegally camped 
travellers have left a Stour- 
port car park. 

The travellers had arrived 
at the Riverside car park on 
Good Friday, bringing about 
50 caravans with them. 

Wyre Forest District 
Council was left in the posi¬ 
tion of not being able to 
apply for a court order to 
remove them until courts 
reopened after the Easter 
holiday. 

However, council leader 
Councillor John Campion 
said the travellers had left 
town, leaving the council to 
clean-up. He said: “The 
rubbish has been kept to a 
minimum.” 


Memorial architect’s 
son backs campaign 



David Lewis, the son of the architect John T Lewis, is sup¬ 
porting the campaign for the memorial to be restored 

RELATIVES of the architect who designed Dudley’s origi¬ 
nal Churchill Precinct have joined the campaign to restore 
a stained glass mosaic that formed the centrepiece of the 
site. 

The work, a memorial to war-time leader Sir Winston 
Churchill, took pride of place in the centre from its opening 
in 1969 until the early-1990s. It was decided to take down 
the mosaic after vandalism and weather damage took its 
toll, and is now in storage. 

But Dudley North MP Ian Austin recently launched a 
campaign to get the memorial restored in time for the 50th 
anniversary of Mr Churchill’s death in 2015. 

It has received support from the community - with the 
son of the architect responsible for devising the piece as part 
of his plans for the precinct now adding his approval. 

David Lewis, aged 58, of Wordsley, said he had worked to 
generate interest in getting the work restored himself for 
many years but had not been successful. 

“I am delighted there has been renewed interest in 
getting the mosaic restored,” he said. “It is the most spec¬ 
tacular piece of art never to achieve national fame. 

Envisaged 

“I have tried to create some interest in the work in the 
past as I thought it would have been an ideal piece to go on 
display in Stourbridge’s Glass Quarter. “However, it fell on 
deaf ears at the time. I am fully supportive of this campaign 
and will try to help in any way I can. ” 

David’s father, John T Lewis, worked as Borough Archi¬ 
tect from 1952 until his death in 1968 and both envisaged 
and designed the original Churchill Precinct and Birdcage 
Walk. He was friends with world-renowned artist Edward 
Bainbridge Copnall, who made the piece, depicting scenes 
from Churchill’s life, a reality. 

Unfortunately John, better known as JT, did not live to 
see his design completed as he died of lung cancer in 1968, 
aged 54. David and his mother, Eileen, were guests of 
honour at the opening of the centre in 1969, joining the dig¬ 
nitaries on the main stage at the ceremony. 


Developers wanted to 
build council housing 


DEVELOPERS are being 
sought to help build the first 
new council houses in 
Wolverhampton for three 
decades. 

Council chiefs have set 
£5million aside to build the 
new homes over the course 
of the next five years. 

The first site to be brought 
forward is a seven-acre plot 
off Thompson Avenue, 
Ettingshall. Council bosses 
said they are now looking for 
a development partner to 
help build the new homes. 

Wolverhampton City 
Council’s Gurdip Thandi 


said: “The tendering process 
for developers is under way 
and a decision should be 
made by the end of May.” 

The last council homes to 
be built in Wolverhampton 
were in Pendeford in the 
1980s. The authority is 
looking at other sites in the 
city such as council-owned 
garages to see where more 
new homes could be built. 

The project has been 
launched after the number 
of council-properties in the 
city dwindled as tenants 
took up the right to buy their 
homes. 


SALE ON NOW & ALL THIS WEEKEND than a furniture store 


the ** 

spring 

sale 


HALF PRICE SAVINGS 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

This week take advantage of huge savings across all departments in our Spring sale. 
Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand names and our many new ranges. 

But hurry - many of our special sale offers are in limited quantities, so don't miss your opportunity. 



Complete Bedroom I & 

I W 


Cousins 


beyond expectation 


Open 7 days a week: 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester PRICE Our promise to yoL 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, promTse ^ Y°ceT * 6 be ° ter 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 


• Instore restaurant 


iucjley zoo * ^ 

Y -s 


v.cousinsf urniture.co.uk 
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UK LIMITED^Est. 1988 

Roofing • Windows • Doors • Porches /• Fascias • Conservatories 

6 I 


2L 

kPiscoun^ YEARS li 


BUSINESS 



WH 


JS|| 

for ANY Conservatory over 15sq.metres 

Highest pilitv energy efficient Nol Conservatories/Windows Installer 


products from the Midlands I 


I The brand you can trust 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

Vie will beat any genuine like for like guote from any 
established reputable company (10 years plus)* 



No job too big or small 
■from Windows to 
Orangeries 


Is your pool leaking op need replacing? ["if* 

• Life expectancy up to 50 years • 20 year guarantee 


Sandwell and Dudley 01384 847123 


Stratford Upon Avon 01789 270 726 Rugby 01788 211 019 

Cannock 01543 401 101 Coventry 012476 960 880 

Leamington Spa 01926 702 303 1#1JJ „ nn nij 

.... , . 1#M , on , no Kidderminster01562539341 
Wolverhampton 01902 489 498 

Telford 01952 427 667 Walsall 01922 430908 

Stafford 01785 318 699 Birmingham 0121568 7388 


Freephone 0500 77 75 75 
Buy with confidence from a 
well established company 
registered with company 
house for other 26 years. 


Stormseal fitted our windows over 
20 years ago, and since moving we have had 
a conservatory and a full house of windows 
and would recommend them to all our 
friends and family. 

Gittens of Dudley 




FENSA 


GOLD MEMBER 


G I F T VBU C HER 

In Conjunction with Conservatory Order - One Item per customer 
D Electrics including Fan Lig Air Cooler/Heater 0 Laminate Flooring 

' Wjf FE |^ SA ©PILKINGTON | jgj. _ SBflL 

For a Free Quotation call Freephone no: 0500 77 75 75 Lines open 24 hours a day 
Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WS108SY Regional Depot: 0121568 7388 Fax: 0121 568 8818 
Email: sureshieldukfbtconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 
Not be used in conjunction with any other offer. Voucher must be handed to representative on first visit. 


English Hand 
Made Crystal 

from Stourbridge 



• Gifts 

• Wedding 

• Trophy 

• Pleasure 

• Traditional 

• Modern 

• Visit 

Dial Glass Works, Stewkins, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YN 
sales@tudorcyrstal.com 
www.tudorcrystal.com * 
Closed on Sunday 


Telephone 

01384 392525 


LOCHS 

GLlNS 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Scenic Scotland 


Loch Awe Hotel 

Argyllshire 


r 

A 5 day coach holiday staying at 
our Loch Awe Hotel. There will be 
an excursion everyday including 
the Isles of Mull and Iona, Oban, 
Inveraray & Cruachan Power Station 

All for just Tour includes: 


£239 

per person 


i 


Your special 
coach departs 
Friday 21st June 


4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West Bromwich, 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, 
Walsall 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 


STOURvVALliEY 




Always looking (or homes (or Kittens, Young and Mature Cals 

01384 375832 or 01384 872326 

Brie A Brae and Nearly New Items always needed or perhaps donate a tin of Cat food 

If you cannot give a Cat a home yourself, would you consider 
sponsoring one of our long term residents? 



NEWS 


Foundation boost college students 



From left: Students Jack Cross and Katie Bolton, Anne Inman of Student Support Services, assistant principal Gill 
Coldicott, James Donnan of National Express, and students Daniel Harper and Shannon Sanson 


TWENTY Stourbridge College students have been sup¬ 
ported through the National Express Foundation bursary 
scheme set up to help young people in the West Midlands. 

Tthe Birmingham-based bus and rail group offered 
£100,000 last year to help young people progress to higher 
education and support local community groups. Stour¬ 
bridge was the only further education college in the Black 
Country to bid for the money and won a £20,000 bursary to 
distribute to students over two years. 

Gill Coldicott, assistant principal for students and 
recruitment, said: “Financial assistance for some students, 
especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds, is vital to 
ensuring that young people continue on to further and even 


higher education. “The National Express Foundation 
money this year has helped 20 students in providing finan¬ 
cial help for their course materials and some of the trips 
which are essential to their study but which they otherwise 
probably couldn’t afford.” 

James Donnan, general manager of the foundation, said: 
“It’s really satisfying to see how even a small award of addi¬ 
tional money can help students whilst they are studying for 
their qualifications and assist the families who are support¬ 
ing them. ” 

The bursary has assisted students on a range of courses 
with things such as travel expenses, lunch money, sta¬ 
tionery, books, sports kit, tools and work clothing. 


£234k loans to business 


MORE than £234,000 of loans 
has been shared out among 
small businesses in Dudley 
from council officials to help 
secure jobs during tough 
economic times. 

The cash comes from the £lmillion 
Dudley Business Loan Fund, which 
was set up to small and medium-sized 
companies in the borough. 

It can be used by firms which have 
been struggling to get loans from 
banks in recent months to expand their 
businesses. Council officials estimated 


the cash had been used to create more 
than 20 jobs and safeguard a further 61 
positions since the project launched in 
August last year. 

The fund was set up in partnership 
with the Black Country Reinvestment 
Society to support small businesses. 

Jigsaw 

Dudley Council’s deputy leader, 
Councillor Shaukat Ali, who is also 
regeneration boss in the borough, wel¬ 
comed the news. 

He added: “Small businesses are a 
vital part of the regeneration jigsaw for 


the borough and I’m delighted to see 
we have already been able to help so 
many create and secure jobs. We will 
continue to lead the way in Dudley 
when it comes to supporting business 
and stimulating growth.” 

The flmillion fund makes loans 
available to small to medium-sized 
companies from £10,000 up to 
£100,000. Loans are available for busi¬ 
nesses that have up to 250 employees 
and a turnover of up to £5million. 

Any Dudley business looking to 
apply for a loan should call on 0845 313 
8410 or www.bcrs.org.uk 





\ 

star extra travel 



Day excursion, Saturday 8 June 2013 


per person 


An unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding music, 
passionate romance and sensationally sexy dancing. 

Seen by millions across the globe this worldwide smash-hit tells the classic ^_ 

story of Baby and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from different 

worlds, who come together in what will be the most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives. 
Featuring hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping 
I've Had The Time of My Life. 

Don't miss your chance to see this truly spectacular musical theatre event. 

You'll have the time of your life. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £22.50 for the matinee performance of Dirty Dancing at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester. Upgrade to Circle seats with a face value of £38.50 for a supplement of £20pp or stalls tickets face value 
£48.50 for a supplement of £30pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote W0L 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 
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Comedy on 
life as Dusty 

A BLACK comedy about life 
in the tribute act scene will 
be performed. Me, Mum and 
Dusty Springfield features 
Stephanie Ridings playing 
Mary, whose mother is a 
Dusty Springfield imperson¬ 
ator. 

After her mother dies of 
breast cancer - as her idol 
did - Mary reflects on their 
relationship. The story is 
told using Dusty’s songs and 
lyrics. The show is at the 
Arena Theatre, Wolver¬ 
hampton on April 12. 
Tickets cost £9 and £7 and 
are available at www. arena 
theatre.info or 01902 321321. 


Rare dogs are targeted 


RARE breeds of dog are being 
stolen from homes in the 
region and sold every year, 
with some being taken by 
thieves for ransom. 

Chihuahuas, Japanese akitas, Siber¬ 
ian huskies and lurchers are among 
more than 400 animals taken by 
thieves over the past three years. 

Experts say the poor state of the 
economy means dogs are being stolen 
by people “looking to make a fast buck” 
and cash in on high-value animals, 
with some being sold in pubs. 

Figures claim that since 2010, 443 
dogs were reported stolen across the 
Staffordshire, West Midland and West 


Mercia police force areas. The Kennel 
Club, the largest UK organisation for 
dogs’ health and welfare, said more 
needed to be done to protect dogs. 

Spokesman Bill Lambert said: 
“There appears to be an increase in dog 
thefts and dogs going missing. 

“The stories we get are of a lot of 
dogs being stolen from gardens and 
places where they are tied up, such as 
outside shops. 

“We hear of more and more stories, 
possibly attached to the poor economy 
and times of hardship, where people 
will steal anything to make a fast buck. 

“We hear of dogs being sold in pubs 
for just £50 or £100. What is more wor¬ 
rying is that dogs are being stolen and 


then returned to the owners for a 
ransom. The number of those stories is 
increasing, so that is a real concern.” 

Figures, revealed after a Freedom of 
Information request, show 216 dogs 
were stolen in the West Midlands since 
2010, a further 114 in Staffordshire 
and 113 in West Mercia. 

The most common breed stolen is 
the Staffordshire bull terrier. 

Siberian huskies can be sold for up to 
£700 legitimately while Japanese 
akitas can fetch up to £1,200 each. But 
on the Black Market, animals would be 
sold for a fraction of those prices. 

Michael Lambeth, aged 55, of Wil- 
lenhall, told of his heartache when his 
three bulldog puppies were stolen. 


Mixed fortunes on stores 
closed in Focus collapse 


STORES that closed when Focus DIY col¬ 
lapsed in the region 18 months ago face a 
mixed future after some failed to attract 
offers while others were closer to a takeover. 

Six outlets closed in May 2011, with more 
than 100 jobs lost - and five are still empty. 
Empty stores in the Black Country have not 
attracted any serious offers, agents said. 

But plans are being drawn up to replace 
the Kingswinford unit in Dudley Road with 
two new shops selling DIY goods and furni¬ 
ture. 

The Cannock store at the Linkway Retail 
Park sparked interest - but developers say 
they are no closer to finding a new tenant. 
The Wolverhampton site in Stafford Street 
is to be a £20 million supermarket which 


would create 300jobs. A total of 17 jobs went 
at a shop in the Peel Centre, Stafford Street, 
Wolverhampton, along with 17 in Lichfield 
Road, Wednesfield, 18 at Walsall Retail 
Park, 19 in Coppice Lane, Aldridge and 30 in 
Dudley Road, Kingswinford. Plans are being 
drawn up to revamp and extend the vacant 
store at Linkway Retail Park, Cannock. 

Brian Thompson, a director of chartered 
surveyors Thompson Heaney, said owners 
were working on exciting plans to bring 
forward major investment proposals for a 
major upgrade to the appearance of shop 
units and overall environmental quality of 
the Park, including in the former Focus unit. 

Focus went into administration at the 
beginning of May 2011. 



• Accident that wasn’t your fault? 

• No win, no fee guaranteed 

• For accidents up to 3 years ago 

• £100m already claimed for clients 

Up to £1,500 advance compensation when we accept your case & everything 
that remains when we settle your claim. See website for terms & conditions. 

0800 087 8732 

www.campensation.co.uk 


Maximum compensation 

Whiplash injury 

£5,150 

Chronic whiplash injury 

£9,000 

Thigh bone fracture 

£9,200 

Forearm fracture 

£12,600 

Partial hearing loss 

£30,000 


ATTENTION 

If you are a GAS or ELECTRICITY customer of 

THE FOLLOWING ENERGY SUPPLIERS: 

BRITISH GAS • EDF ENERGY • EON • N. POWER 
• SCOTTISH POWER 
• SCOTTISH & SOUTHERN ENERGY 
SCOTTISH HYDRO • SCOTTISH GAS 
SOUTHERN ELECTRIC 
UTILITY WAREHOUSE • VIRGIN 
• TOTAL GAS & POWER 

Due to legislation you could be eligible for 
£5000 COMPENSATION 

THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 

Tel: 01785 211221 

_ EMAIL: admin@energycompensation.co.uk _ 



‘DESIGN SERVICE 
AND 3 YEAR 
GUARANTEED 
INSTALLATION 9 


SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 

Trust the experts.. 
www.summerhiUbathrooms.co.uk 




FULLY FITTED 
BATHROOMS 
FROM UTOPIA 
OR MONTROSE 

Qualify for our 
FREE POTTERY OFFER 


AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD 
SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS 


Sotlini 

Area Dealer 


DUDLEY 2-7 BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 01384 263626 
OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
LATE TIL 8’ FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY 
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SPRING ENROLMENT 



0121 355 5671 Ext 5802 

or email kiddacad@bmetc.ac.uk 
www.kidderminsteracademy.co.uk 


THE ACADEMY AT KIDDERMINSTER 

THE PIANO BUILDING, WEAVERS WHARF 
KIDDERMINSTER DY10 1AA 


“Kidderminster Academy” 

@kidderminsterac 


FOR FULL & PART TIME COURSES 
STARTING FROM APRIL 2013 

To deliverthe skills of tomorrow today 


theacademv 

at kidderminster * 

featuring the Samsung Experience 


Saturday 20 April 

10.00-13.00 


Monday 22 April 

16.00-19.00 


Tuesday 23 April 

16.00 -19.00 


Apps Design and Technology 

• introduction to apps design for smart 
technologies 

• employability skills for technology 

• introduction to apps design (basic 
programming skills) 


Business Entrepreneurship, Law, Team 
Leading and Customer Service 

• employability skills for business 
administration 

• introduction to law 

• award in business administration 

• award in leadership and team skills 

• customer service delivery 


Fashion and Retail 

• image and style 

• employability skills for fashion and 
retail 

• retail knowledge level 1 

• retail knowledge level 2 

• introduction to the fashion industry 

• make a pop art bag 


Hospitality and Culinary Arts 

• working with chocolate 

• employability skills for hospitality and 
catering 

• cake making and decorating 

• level 1 introduction to hospitality and 
employability 

• advanced seafood and fish 


Junior Academies 

• junior chef academy 

• junior fashion academy 

• junior apps academy 

• junior electronics academy 

• junior interactive media academy 

• young entrepreneurs academy 



BIRMINGHAM! 

METROPOLITANS 

shaping futures • changing lives 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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Nurses raise £26,000 for sensory room 



Kian Ruff-Mulhall, from Cradley Heath, and the nurses who originally started the campaign, from left, retired Mary 
Williams, Ruth Russell, Juile Dale and Linda Taylor and Yo Jo Jo, from the children’s television programme Waybuloo 

WHEN Linda Taylor and her nursing in the hospital. So four years ago they room opened a few months ago and the 
colleagues at Russells Hall Hospital set launched their own fundraising cam- search for a celebrity to perform the 
out to raise £26,000 they never thought paign. Mrs Taylor, aged 56, said: official opening ceremony was solved 
they would make it. Mrs Taylor and her “When we started we thought we’d be when Waybuloo, from CBeebies, hap- 
colleagues Mary Williams and Ruth lucky to get a few hundred pounds but pened to be visiting Merry Hill and 
Russell had their sights set on a the community just felt so strongly agreed to open it. 
sensory room for the hospital’s special about it.’’Within about a year, they had Mrs Taylor said the room includes 
needs children. made their £26,000 and were thrilled, lights, a bubble tube with fish painted 

The three nurses and their play spe- It then took a few years to get through on it, noisy toys, a mirror ball and a 
cialist colleagues were sick of the lack various red-tape requirements such as projector with different slides. She 
of play things for special needs children finding a supply company. Finally the added: “It has been so wonderful. ” 

Jack back in the water 


A SPORTS-mad Halesowen man 
has spoken of how a painful con¬ 
dition almost ended his love of 
swimming - and how a four-week 
course helped improve his life. 

Jack Settleton was diagnosed with scolio¬ 
sis 18 months ago after experiencing weak¬ 
ness and pain around his shoulders. 

Having previously been such a sporty 
teenager, the 18-year-old from Iverley Road, 
felt his world falling apart. 

He said: “The pain was awful, I thought I 
was going mad. It started out of the blue and 
I got the impression people thought I was 
exaggerating. It was constant and I lost 


interest in everything, life basically. I lost a 
lot of my confidence and I guess you could 
say I became quite withdrawn.” 

Scoliosis causes the spine to excessively 
curve sideways and if left untreated can lead 
to fatal heart and lung problems. 

Jack and his mother Carla, aged 46, were 
given a few options, including surgery to 
fuse his spine. “I just hated the idea of 
having such a risky operation,” said Jack. 

He turned to a London-clinic: Scoliosis 
SOS for a course of exercise. Gradually the 
pain decreased and is unlikely to need 
surgery. He said: “I love the water, I am pas¬ 
sionate about swimming and I cannot 
imagine not being able to jump in.” 



Jack Settleton in the pool 






Children's Party Specialist 
Mnbile DJ far all events 
Fnlly Insared 
PAT Tested Eqnipment 
15% aft all bankings 
befnre 30.04.2013 

OJRlFaulE 

YOUR Way' 



•Weddings • Birthdays 
• Events • Equipment Hire at 

If you want professional DJ & Event Management, where it's 

your choice that counts... call 07817 917 203 

Email: enquiries@secoudcitymusicuk.co.uk Find us on: 
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Council fines handed to 
Iftterbugs have soared 


Workers name third dog 



Puppy walker Louise Green with golden retriever mix, Ginger, watched 
by charity representatives, nursery staff and Clare the dog 


NURSERY staff in Dudley have was taken to the nurseries by 
named their third guide dog in a charity community fundraiser 
year after raising almost £20,000 for Catrin Rod. The puppy was accom- 
charity. panied by a brood bitch Clare and 

The employees of Ashwood Nurs- her holder Carol Evans, 
eries, Kingswinford, named the The nurseries raised the cash 
puppy, a mix of golden retriever and through collections, 
labrador, Ginger. Manager Philip Baulk said: 

The business was given the oppor- “Every year we raise money for a 
tunity after raising £19,600 over nominated charity, and after we had 
2012 for Guide Dogs for the Blind. suggestions from customers we 
Staff have already named two decided to choose Guide Dogs for the 
other dogs - Willow and Jasmine. Blind. Each dog costs £50,000 to 
For the naming ceremony, Ginger fund through its life time.” 


THE number of council fines 
issued for littering has soared in 
the past three years, with Dudley 
Council handing out more than 
380 according to new figures. 

Local authorities have handed out hun¬ 
dreds of on-the-spot penalties after wardens 
caught them in the act of dropping rubbish 
and litter on to the streets. 

Dudley Council issued 387 fines, making 
£50,076, while Cannock Chase issued 245 
fines. Of those, 136 were handed out 
between April and December last year. The 
council made £7,790 but £2,460 remained 
unpaid. 

In Sandwell 3,972 fines were issued 
between 2010 and 2012 but between April 
and December last year just three were 
issued. 

The council has made £137,385 in litter 
fines over three years but £85,107 was out¬ 
standing at the end of 2012. The council said 
the amount represented “cases that have 
been closed for various acceptable reasons”. 

Councillor Ian Jones said: “The figures 
have dropped because we have moved on to 
a policy of educating people about the prob¬ 
lems of dropping little. The award-winning 
Tipton Litter Watch is constantly in schools 
educating children from an early ago the 
need to dispose of little in a sensible way. 

“And the council is working with commu¬ 
nity groups all over the borough to impress 
upon people to be more litter conscious.” 

Wolverhampton City Council has issued 
484 fines between 2010 and the end of 2012, 
bringing in £18,790. 

KFC creating 1,600 jobs 

KFC will create 1,600 jobs this year by 
opening more than 40 restaurants across 
the UK and Ireland. Exact sites were not 
revealed but KFC is known to have identi¬ 
fied a dozen Black Country and South 
Staffordshire sites where it wants to set up 
restaurants and drive-throughs, including 
Oldbury, Halesowen and West Bromwich. 
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FITTED 

BEDROOMS 



• Family run business 

• Made to measure furniture 

• Large choice of designs 

( • Over 30 year's experience 

• Free design service 

• Personal commitment 


I 



We are a family run business with over 
30 year's experience in fitted bedrooms 
We pride ourselves on quality and 
providing excellent customer service 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Monday-Saturday 8 am-5 pm 
Sunday 10 am-2 pm 



Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate,Talbots Lane 

Brierlev Hill, DY5 2YX 

Formerly of Level Street, Brierley Hill 


01384 482862 



Splashing Out 

on a New 
Bathroom? 

“My bathroom is looking 
tired and worn I would like 
a new one, but can I afford 
it in a recession?” 

yes!! 

“We’ve just moved in to 
our new house, the bath¬ 
room is a mess. I want it 
done straight away, but 
the quotes I’ve had are 
ridiculous! Can you help?” 

yes!! 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3650 inc VAT 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 



Our Prices won’t 
Burst your Bubble 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 



TRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 

WE DO THE LOT IN 5 DAYS 


VAT FREE 

IN QUALIFYING CASES 


WE PROMISE A VISIT & 
AN ‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’ 
WITHIN 48 HOURS f 
OF YOUR CALL 
(Daytime/Evening & L 
Weekend visits a pleasure) 



. _ ±) 

“SfSMS" 


XSS BATHROOMS 


Unit 4 Charterfield Shopping Centre 

Charterfield Drive 
' f J : Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

;*( Tel: 01384 287222 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Call 01562 825033 

for your FREE no obligation quote 



Established 1980 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI 


Express & Star 



SAVE £80 PER YEAR WITH AN 


IPAD OR IPHONE SUBSCRIPTION 


READ THE EXPRESS & STAR FOR 


JUST £4.99 A MONTH 


Save £6.71 per month on the printed edition*. Sign up now for a 

FREE 14 day trial. Get every edition of the Midlands Newspaper of the 
Year direct to your digital device within minutes of publication. All the 
news and sport plus interactive features including video. 

GO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/DOWNLOADAPP 


l# App Store 


‘Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £11.70. 
Total annual saving £80.52 


MNA Media 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


NEWS 


Crowds turn up to see vintage planes 



One of the exhibitors at the Rotors, Wings and Wheels Fun Day John Shilvock, of Halesowen, who has a passion for US planes 

HUNDREDS turned out for a 
display of vintage planes, classic 
cars and the music of yesteryear at 
Halfpenny Green Airport. 

The Rotors, Wings and Wheels Fun 
Day was held at Halfpenny Green 
Vineyard in Bobbington over the 
recent Bank Holiday weekend. 

The event displayed classic cars, mil¬ 
itary vehicles and engineering from the 
1940s to the present day. 

Visitors also had the chance to enjoy 
music from singers from Something 
Special who performed Vera Lynn 
numbers and music from Frank 
Sinatra. 

An Overstrand made by the Black 
Country aircraft manufacturers 
Boulton & Paul was also among the 
highlights for visitors, as it made one of 
its last public outings before it is given 
a new home at RAF Cosford. 

Organiser Vaughan Meers, who has 
been involved with the event for the 
past five years, said: “We’re absolutely 
delighted with the turnout, especially 



Cussutt III Ms pilots Terry Gardener, of Sedgley, and Dave Howell, of Kinver 


considering the original forecast.” 
Builder Steve Heath and his wife Lor¬ 
raine, a Wolverhampton College 
worker, attracted a lot of the attention 
of the crowds flocking to the event with 
their 1930 model A Ford Sedan. 

Mr Heath, a father of three from 
Burland Avenue, Tettenhall, had 
shipped the car over from Arizona to 


add to his growing collection of hot 
rods. The 54-year-old said: “These cars 
are a lifestyle really. They’re as much a 
statement as a piece of art.” 

Kevin Hale, aged 47, who flew from 
his Swindon home to the event, also 
drew the crowds in with his camou¬ 
flaged Auster AOP 6 military air obser¬ 
vation aircraft, dating back to 1946. 


star ext IB TRAVEL 



Day excursion, Saturday 8 June 2013 


per person 


An unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding music, 
passionate romance and sensationally sexy dancing. 

Seen by millions across the globe this worldwide smash-hit tells the classic ^_ 

story of Baby and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from different 

worlds, who come together in what will be the most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives. 
Featuring hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping 
I've Had The Time of My Life. 

Don't miss your chance to see this truly spectacular musical theatre event. 

You'll have the time of your life. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £22.50 for the matinee performance of Dirty Dancing at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester. Upgrade to Circle seats with a face value of £38.50 for a supplement of £20pp or stalls tickets face value 
£48.50 for a supplement of £30pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 
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Ernie has died, aged 85 


Booted up for walks 



From left, Tracy Wood and Michael Cliff, from Action Heart, with Dawn 
Smith outside Himley Hall 


RAMBLERS are lacing up for an 
annual walking festival which kicks 
off later this month. 

The Dudley Walking Festival, 
which attracts thousands, includes 
springtime walks across the 
borough one of which is the popular 
Dudley Borough Trail. 

It will start with a charity bluebell 
walk at Cotwall End Valley on April 
27. 

The walk is free but participants 
are asked to make a small donation 
to the Georgina unit at Russells Hall 
Hospital. 

On April 28 walkers can enjoy the 
wildflower in a wander around 
Saltwells while on April 29 there will 


be the chance to join the Leasowes 
trail in Halesowen. Residents can 
discover a historical Himley Hall 
and Park with a gentle walk around 
its stunning grounds at 10am on 
April 30. 

There will also be a guided tour on 
the evening at 6.30pm, where partic¬ 
ipants will explore the park’s 
ancient woodland. On May 2 there 
will be a circular fitness walk around 
the Clent Hills. 

There will be an easy access trail 
on May 4 around Himley Hall and 
Park estate at 2pm and places can be 
booked by calling 01384 817817. 

The festival will conclude on May 
5 with the Dudley Borough Trail. 


RETIRED works director Ernie 
Woodhall - renowned among his 
friends for his “ingenious” knack 
for fixing problems - has died 
aged 85. 

Mr Woodhall, who followed in his late 
father’s footsteps as works director at one of 
Dudley’s biggest employers, Ewarts Ltd at 
Burnt Tree Island, even once rigged up a 
pulley system for a friend who had broken 
his arm to exercise his 
way to recovery. Mr 
Woodhall, from Lower 
Gornal, Dudley, died in 
Dudley’s Russells Hall 
Hospital, four days after 
an operation following a 
diagnosis of bowel cancer. 

He started training at 
the age of 15, under an 
engineering apprentice¬ 
ship at W&T Avery, 

Smethwick. He then became works 
manager at Ewarts Ltd, where his father, 
Harold, was works director. 

After Harold retired, his son stepped in as 
works director for the firm. 

Ernie Woodhall used to lecture in maths 
and engineering at Dudley Technical 
College, as well as working at Ewarts. 

His daughter, Janice said: “He was always 
on the go and did a lot of gardening and DIY 
and went out fixing things for himself and 
other people.” He died on March 20. 


Drama group in appeal 

A NEW drama group in Dudley is looking for 
more members. Hippo Drama Group is 
aimed at people who have little or no stage 
experience. It wants people to join ahead of 
their first production Dinnerladies. 

It meets at St Augustine of Hippo Church, 
Hallchurch Road, Holy Hall, on Tuesdays 
evenings and costs £2 per week. Members 
must be 16 or over. There will be an open 
evening on April 16. Call 07954 692593. 



Ernie Woodhall 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 

For a cracking deal this Spring, it has to be HASBURY 


Door Special Offer - Spring 2013 


Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£450 


incl. 

fitting 


FRONT DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 
one of the most superior on the market 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 


£395 


incl. 

fitting 



BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco half panel 
(top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 




Throughout Easter we will beat 
any genuine written quote 


Excellent service from 
start to finish. Reliable 
and friendly. 


Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 
No payment until completion 

Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, doors and 

conservatories 

Visit our showroom 

Deal direct with the owner 

If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 



Unit 32 Delph Road Ind. Est. 

Look out for the tank! 

Delph Road, Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
01384 78796 / 0121421 7001 / 01214212104 


SHOWROOM OPEN: |"Tj 

MON - FRI m 

8am - 4pm & Sat 10am - 2pm 
Phone lines open 9am - 9pm 





Homeowners. •• 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potenti* 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to i 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEI 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NQT_LET_YOU DOWN!! I 

Quality 


1 Minimal disruption 
Free design service 
1 Unbeatable prices 


OPEN: 

Monday-Friday 9.30 am-5.00 pm 
Saturday 10.00 am-2.00 pm 


Kitchen 
Makeovers Ltd 

And Associated Companies 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 Mobile: 07726 104200 


Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


| 


■ , 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
' the excellent standard of woi 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
“...totally professional from 
li beginning to end...” 


No False Promises! No 


Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 30th April 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 
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VERVE 


Get Fit 

_j_ . Have Fun 

I / \ L Make New Friends 


NOW TAKING ON NEW MEMBERS! 

Confidence Self-Esteem Focus Discipline 
Leadership Skills 


IMAGINE. 

BELIEVE.. 

ACHIEVE. 


vEiwi!!^ 






First 2 

Sessions Free! 




m 


% 


.‘1 


Carl Trevitt 
07843 947736 

Stourbridge 

Kingswinford 

Dudley 

Hagley 


( 


m 


;ti 


For more details, including our special offers, visit 

VERVEMARTIALARTS 


NEWS 


Dancers’ wedding surprise tutu much 



Dance tutor Jennie Cornaby and Simon Cook are greeted by Jennie’s pupils in ballet outfits as they leave church 


DRESSED in tutus and ballet shoes 
these young dancers formed a guard of 
honour with a difference to help make 
their dance teacher’s wedding even 
more special. 

Decked out in their dance costumes 
the 14 girls from Splitz Dance 
Academy, Wordsley, formed two lines 
outside St Mary’s Church, Kiddermin¬ 
ster, and waited for Jennie Cook and 
her groom to appear after saying their 
vows. 

After the ceremony the girls, aged 
between four and 14, formed a differ¬ 
ent kind of guard to accompany Jennie 
and new husband Simon out of the 
church. 

Sorry 

Jennie, a 27-year-old graphic de¬ 
signer from Wordsley who teaches tap, 
modern and ballet at the academy, said: 
“I just started crying when I saw them. 

“It was such a nice surprise to see 
them all there. I actually felt a bit sorry 
for them because it was cold and they 
were all dithering. 

“The first thing I said to them was 


‘are we going to do a dance class now?’ 
because they were all dressed in their 
tutus.” 

Accountant Simon, 31, was even 
more shocked to see the dancers lined 
up. He said: “We walked out and there 
were all these people there, and I won¬ 
dered who they all were, but then I saw 
Jennie start to well up. 

“I think she was really proud of 
them. It really made the day extra 
special.” 

The surprise had been in the plan¬ 
ning ever since the date for the 
wedding was set months ago, with the 
academy’s principal Helen Cooper and 
the girls’ mothers arranging every¬ 
thing from the costumes, to having 
cars at the church where the ballerinas 
could hide. 

To keep it a surprise, some of the 
girls had to be kept in the dark before 
the day, and they did not even tell the 
wedding party or the minister at the 
church. 

Helen said: “The initial reaction was 
shock and tears, but it was really nice. 
It was a complete surprise for her.” 



Jennie and husband Simon Cook 




16 days FROM £1,899* 

Various departure dates_ 


star extraTRAVEL 


Sri Lanka 


Some of the other included tours are to the 600 foot 
granite tower called Sigiriya, or the Lion Rock, known for 
its ancient murals of ‘cloud maidens’; to Kandy, Sri 
Lanka’s last Royal capital; to the amazing cave temples of 
Dambulla, a UN World Heritage site; and to a well-known 
tea estate and spice garden, staying at the four-star Grand 
Hotel, originally the summer home of one of the 
Governors of Ceylon. 

For a different sort of experience, two nights are reserved 
at the Safari Hotel, which has a pool, bar and restaurant 
overlooking the Tiffa Lake. Just 45 minutes from the Yala 
National Park this is the base for an early morning start to 
the jeep safari in the hope of seeing leopard, elephants, 
saltwater crocodiles, wild boar, sloth bears, monitor lizards 
and a huge variety of birdlife. The three-star superior 
Palms Hotel in the beach resort of Beruwela is the final 
port of call, allowing for two days of rest and relaxation 
before the journey home. 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return flights 

•Nine nights half-board accommodation 
•Guided visits to Pinnawela elephant orphanage, 
Sigiriya Rock, Dambulla cave temples, 

•Kandy city tour and Botanical Gardens 
•Visit to a tea estate and spice garden 
•Jeep safari in Yala National Park 
•Galle city tour 

•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* various according to depature date please go to 
website for the latest prices 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430) 


South Africa is a country five times the size of 
Britain and it has so much to offer the visitor, 
including breath-taking wildlife, stunning 
scenery, a huge sense of history, bustling 
cities plus first class food and wine. 


Join this comprehensive tour and discover the 
delights of old Ceylon with its sacred caves, 
ancient temples and lost cities, ending with two 
days relaxing on one of Sri Lanka’s idyllic 
tropical beaches. Travel on return scheduled 
flights from London Heathrow and stay in 
charming hand-picked three-star hotels, with 
daily breakfast and dinner included. 


One of the first adventures on the itinerary is the famous 
Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage which boasts a herd of 
over 75 animals from matriarchs to calves and their daily 
bath in the river provides a stunning photo opportunity. 


The holiday includes 13 nights bed and breakfast 
accommodation in specially selected three and four-star 
hotels, three evening meals and a variety of stunning 
excursions. 

For most visitors the highlight will be a full day’s game drive 
that brings the chance to see the sweeping savannah and 
muddy waterholes lined with animals, and to marvel at the 
incredible 150 mammal and 500 bird species that live in the 
Kruger National Park, including the ‘big five’: elephant, lion, 
rhino, leopard and buffalo. Rooms are reserved at the 
three-star superior Hippo Hollow Country Estate, located in 
the midst of lush forest on the banks of the Sabie River. It’s 
open-air terrace overlooks the grounds and river, so watch 
out for the hippos! 

Those interested in history will be intrigued by the visit to 
Zululand, passing through Swaziland en route, to reach the 
haunting battlefields of Islandlwana and Rorke’s Drift. In 
1879 these two battles, just a day apart, became a defining 
moment for the British Empire and the specialist Zulu guide 
will make those desperate encounters come alive. 

A well-organised schedule of tours combined with free time 
in Cape Town, Johannesburg, in Knysna on the coast and 
at the Kruger National Park means everyone will experience 
the very heart of South Africa on this 16-day adventure. 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

•Return scheduled flights 
•13 nights accommodation on a bed 
and breakfast basis 
•Three dinners, two lunches 
•Visits to the Johannesburg Apartheid 
museum, Blyde River canyon, Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens 
•Full day Kruger safari 

•Tours of Zulu battlefields, Featherbed Nature 
Reserve, Cape Point 
•Whale-watching (depends on season) 

•Winelands tour including wine tasting 
•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* varies according to departure date - please go to 
website for the latest availability and prices 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus terms and conditions 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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THORNS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Stockwell Avenue, Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 2NU 

FOR UPDATED INFORMATION LOG ONTO www.thorns-s.dudley.sch.uk and click Adult Education 

COURSES STARTING WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 22nd APRIL 2013 
ALL BEGINNERS COURSES * WILL RUN 1 EXTRA HOUR FOR THE FIRST WEEK 


Dancinq Courses 

Wks 

Day 

Time 

Price 

Cheeky Fun Burlesque for Beginners *6.30- 9.30pm 

10 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Salsa, Jive & Latin American Dancing (Begs) No Partner necessary * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Tribal Fusion Belly Dancing “Basics and Beyond” (Begs Only) * 7.00 - 9.30pm 

10 

Tues 

8 - 9.30pm 

£33.75 

Tribal Fusion Belly Dancing (Imp to Adv) 

10 

Wed 

7.45-9.15pm 

£33.75 

Comouter Courses 





Computers for Absolute Beginners (All Ages) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£47.00 

Computers for Improvers (Microsoft Word & Internet ) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Tues 

7 - 9pm 

£47.00 

Digital Photography Beginners/Intermediate * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£47.00 

Back to Work Courses 





Intro to Office Software Packages * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Tues 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Intro to Basic Book Keeping * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Intro to Childcare 1 Hour Free Induction Start Date to Be Arranged 

10 

Tues 

12.30 - 2.30pm 

£42.75 

Music Courses 





Keyboards for Beginners * 6 - 8.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7 - 8.30pm 

£33.75 

Family Guitars for Beginners 

10 

Wed 

5 - 6pm 

£50.00 

Guitars for Beginners * 6 - 8pm 

10 

Wed 

6 - 7pm 

£22.50 

Drums for Adults ( Full Kit of Drums) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7.30 - 9.30pm 

£45.00 

Creative Crafts/ Art Courses 





Flower Arranging (Mixed Ability) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Floristry (Mixed Ability) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£50.00 

Cake Decorating (Begs) - “Intro to Royal Icing, Decorating a Cake” ** 

6 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£38.72 

Cake Decorating (Begs) - “Introduction to Wired Flowers” ** 

5 

Tues 

7 - 9pm 

£33.10 

Cake Decorating Club (Int /Adv & Sugar Craft)** 

8 

Wed 

7 - 9pm 

£50.00 

Family Jewellery Making (Ideal for Beginners) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Learn How to Use a Sewing Machine * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

8 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£36.00 

Sewing for Improvers - including Alterations and Recycling Textiles 

10 

Tues 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Art (For Absolute Beginners) * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Learn to Face Paint Children (Ideal for Fetes and Parties) *6.30 - 9.30pm 

5 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£22.50 

Cooking For Fellas (Begs) * 6 - 9.30pm 

10 

Tues 

6.30 - 9pm 

£79.00 

Can’t Cook Want to Cook (Begs) *10-1 pm Enrol Mon 22/04/13 - Thurs 25/04/13 

10 

Sat 

10am - 12pm 

£50.00 

Family Diabetic Cookery Ideal for those with or Carers of Diabetics * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

5 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£27.50 

Career Qualification Courses 





PTLLS - Starts 22nd Apr & CTLLS - Starts 25th Apr- for teaching in (The Lifelong Learning 

Sector) 7307 minimum qualification for teaching adults ** 

10 

Thurs 

6 - 9pm 

TBA 

Level 2 Emergency First Aid at Work ** RING FOR DETAILS 

2 

Tues 

6 - 9.30pm 

£48.00 

Paediatric First Aid ** (12 hours OFSTED Requirement) 

4 

Tues 

6 - 9 pm 

£60.00 

Basic Food Hygiene Certificate (A must if working with food) ** 

2 

Weds 

6 - 9.30pm 

£48.00 

British Sign Language Unit 103 only (price includes Exam fee) 

10 

Wed 

7 - 9pm 

£90.00 

Start Your Own Business * 6.30 - 9.30pm 

5 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm 

£22.50 

Live 4 Less - How To Make Your Money Go Further RING FOR DETAILS 

6 

TBA 

TBA 

FREE 

Lanauaqe Courses 





Holiday French (Beginners) *6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Weds 

7 - 9pm GN 

£45.00 

French Club (Intermediate) Ideal for those who have attended Beginners Courses ** 

10 

Thurs 

7 - 9pm DO 

£45.00 

Holiday Italian (Beginners) *6 - 8.30pm 

10 

Wed 

7 - 8.30pm AS 

£33.75 

Conversation Italian Club - Ideal for those who have attended Beginners Courses ** 

9 

Wed 

6 -7.30pm GF 

£67.50 

Holiday Spanish (Beginners) *6 - 9pm 

10 

Thurs 

6 - 8pm AS 

£45.00 

Holiday Spanish (Intermediate) Ideal for those who attended a 30+ hour course 

10 

Thurs 

7.30 - 9pm GN 

£33.75 

Holiday Spanish (Improvers) Ideal for those who attended a 20 hour course 

10 

Thurs 

6 - 7.30pm GN/RW 

£33.75 

Conversation Spanish (Adv) ASSESSMENT BY TUTOR 

10 

Thurs 

7.30 - 9pm RW 

£33.75 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) - English Conversation *10-1 pm 

Enrol Mon 22/04/13 - Thurs 25/04/13 

10 

Sat 

10am - 12pm 

100.00 

Do It Yourself Courses 





Woodwork (Expert Advice on your own Project) *6.30 - 9.30pm 

10 

Mon 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Recreational Courses 





Am 1 Psychic? (Begs) 6TH SENSE DEVELOPMENT *6 - 8.30pm 

10 

Tues 

6 - 7.30pm 

£33.75 

Am 1 Psychic? (Int/Adv) 

10 

Tues 

7 - 9pm 

£45.00 

Intro to Beauty & Nail Techniques (Ideal for Beginners) * 6.30 - 9pm 

10 

Thurs 

7.30 - 9pm 

£33.75 

COURSES STARTING WEEK COMMENCING MONDAY 29th APR 

CO 

o 

CM 



Music Courses 

Wks 

Day 

Time 

Price 

Keyboards for Mixed Abilities (Int/Adv) 

9 

Wed 

7.30 - 9pm 

£30.38 

Guitars for Improvers 

9 

Wed 

7 - 8pm 

£20.25 

Guitars for Intermediates 

9 

Wed 

8 - 9.30pm 

£30.38 

Recreational Courses 





Family Beauty & Nail Techniques 

9 

Thurs 

6 - 7.30pm 

£30.38 

Lanauaae Courses 





Holiday Spanish (Improvers) Ideal for those who attended a 10 hour course 

10 

Thurs 

8 - 9.30pm AS 

£33.75 

Other Courses 





LITRACY AND NUMERACY RING FOR DETAILS 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

FREE 
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Dudle 

Metroplitan Borough Council 


FAMILY COURSES - All children must be a minimum age of 7 and attend with an adult 
100% Concessions Available on courses - EVIDENCE required first night of class 
(Income Support, Pension Credit, JSA, D Incapacity Benefit, ESA & WTC) 

** CLUBS 20% Concessions on (Income Support, Pension Credit, JSA, DLA, Incapacity Benefit, ESA & WTC) 

** CLUBS 10% Concessions on receipt of Retirement Pension 

All Other Courses = Tuition Fee + Annual Registration Fee £6 payable in full first night of class (Prices are subject to change) 

▲ Courses = Tuition Fee (including Demonstration Fee) + Annual Registration Fee £6 payable in full first night of class (Prices are subject to change) 

BOOK Your Course Or For Further Information Please Contact Kay Scampton On 

07764 404588 or 01384 816243 



F ~r*<ied try 

Skills 

Funding 

Agency 


WOODWORK • ART • COMPUTERS • SEWING • FLORISTRY • COOKING • OFFICE SKILLS • DANCING 
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Sk PAPYRUS 

prevention of young suicide 


HOPE UK 0800 068 41 41 


Every year in the UK between 600 and 800 
young people between the ages of 15 and 24 
take their own lives - a number equivalent to 
the population of a small secondary school. 
Under the age of 35, the number rises to over 
1,700. Three quarters of them are young men. 
In England and Wales alone around 24,000 
attempted suicides are made by 10 to 19 
year olds - one every 20 minutes. Although 
fortunately many are reached before it is too 
late, suicide remains the main cause of death in 
young males between the age of 18 and 24. 
Shocking statistics, which PAPYRUS believes 
is a national scandal. But it is just the tip of 
the iceberg. Many thousands of young people 
contemplate suicide and many self harm. 

But there is hope. Suicide need not be the 
inevitable result of feeling suicidal and early 
intervention can save lives. PAPYRUS is a 
national charity committed to the prevention 
of young suicide. It was founded in 1997 by a 
group of parents who had a lost a child through 
suicide: parents determined to do everything 
possible to save other families and young people 
from a similar fate. PAPYRUS provides practical 
help to anyone - parent, sibling, grandparent, 
friend, teacher, carer, medical professional, 
work colleague - concerned that a young person 
may be at risk of killing themselves. 

Suicidal young people can feel isolated. Those 
around them may be ‘walking on egg shells’, 
worried - and therefore hesitant - that what 
they say might tip that person over the edge. 
PAPYRUS has helped hundreds of people to 
help others. Its helpline, HOPELineUK, is staffed 
by trained professionals who provide practical 
advice, information and support - how to cope, 
what to say and do - to anyone concerned that 
a young person may be at risk of harming 
themselves. If you are worried or indeed are 
a young person feeling suicidal yourself you 
should never hesitate to call. Total confidence 
and anonymity are guaranteed. 

As well as raising awareness of the danger 
signals PAPYRUS produces a range of resources 
for different sectors of the community - parents 
and families, young people, young offenders, 
ethnic and minority groups, mental health 
professionals, universities and colleges. It 
initiates research into suicide prevention, is 
represented in policy-making decisions and 
campaigns to protect vulnerable young people 
being groomed for suicide on the internet. 
PAPYRUS is a national charity, bringing hope 
where there is hopelessness. It has a big agenda 
and welcomes the support of new members. 
Anyone interested in helping to reduce the 
number of young people who take their own 
lives will be warmly welcomed. 

“Nothing must diminish our resolve to prevent 
young people from taking their lives and to 
doing all we can to encourage others to make 
known the scale of this social issue: too many 
young people take their own lives each year. 
One is too many: 1,400 is a social scandal,” 
suggests Ged. “PAPYRUS continues to work 
tirelessly to prevent young suicide. Our helpline 
HOPELineUK 0800 068 41 41 provides a unique 
service in the UK to parents, family members 
and friends to speak confidentially to our 
trained professionals and receive practical 
advice and support. Or if you prefer email pat@ 
papyrus-uk.org or text 07786 209.697.” 

Ged encourages any young person who may be 
in distress or indeed anyone who has a concern 
about a young person who may be suicidal to 
give HOPELineUK a call.” 

For more information about PAPYRUS please 
call 01925 572 444, email admin@papyrus-uk. 
org or visit www.papyrus-uk.org 
Donations can be made either by texting as 
below or JustGiving, GiveNow.org Virgin Money 
Giving or cheque via post or debit or credit card 
by calling 01925 572 444 
Text PAPY11 £10 to 70070 now and give £10 to 
support PAPYRUS 


B’dazzled Jewellers 

Gold and Silver Buyers 
Local Jewellers you can trust 

101 High Street, Brierley Hill 
(opposite Market) 

01384 486602 


The Village Bead Company 

Glass, Wood, Seed, Acryclic, 
Metal, Pandora & Shamballa 
type and much more 

5 Coventry Street, 
Stourbridge DY8 1EP 

01384 378830 


Geoff Hill Ltd 
Gas & Electrical 
Superstore 

7 High Street, 
Amblecote, 
Stourbridge 

01384 -pv 
397271 

Dreamland Superstore 

Everything right from 
Advice to Price 

WAKE UP & FEEL GOOD 

23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill 

01384 74166 


YMCA.org.uk 

Helping Young People Build a Future 

Wanted Household Furniture Items 
61-62 High Street, Dudley 
DY1IPS 

01384 231714 


LOCK 

PROBLEMS?? 
LOST KEYS?? 

Call Tony: 

01384354344/ 

07540380140 

* 






Is Your Old Suite looking 
a little tired and worn?? 

Full re-upholstery service 

All work guaranteed 

FREE Estimates 

SOFA STYLE 

01384 892018 


Graham’s Place 

New Contemporary 
Refurbishment 

7 Real Guest Ales from Best 
Brewers Nationwide 

73 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston 

01384 440315 


Domino’s 

Pizza 

Stourbridge 

Ind. Est., Mill 
Race Lane 

01384 

374666 

Ideal Wedding Gifts 
at 

Mirror World 

Opening Times: Mon - Fri 
8am - 5pm, Sat Closed 

118 High Street, Wordsley 

01384 288722 


Crown Butchers 

33 Market Street 
Stourbridge 

01384 441311 

(Awarded 5 Stars for hygiene) 


Luke King 
Aerials 

Your Local 

Aerial Man 

0800 

211 8053 






World of Mobility 

‘Independent Living Is Our Aim’ 

108c Brettell Lane, 
Amblecote 

Stourbridge 

01384 378252 


Roofing 

Services 

Will Beat Any 
Genuine Quote 

Home: 

01384 872276 
Mob: 

07584 

081228 


Stour Valley 
Cat Rescue 

Always looking 
for homes 
for kittens, 
young and 
mature cats 
01384 375832/ 
872326 


Blewe 

Interior 

Design 

Stourbridge’s own 
Aladdin's Cave 

92 Worcester Street, 
Stourbridge 

01384 

393841 






Bathroom Magic 

‘Spring Sale Now On’ 

Unit 35 Enterprise 
Trading Estate 

Hurst Lane, Brierley Hill 

01384 79300 


Heath 

Lane 

Clinic 

Medical, Health, 
Beauty 

Heath Lane, 
Oldswinford 

01384 

671363 


Posh 

Kutz 

For Pets 

Who Know A 
Good Thing! 

01384 891008/ 
07557 

648100 


Kinver 

Jewellers 

Bespoke & 
Handmade Jewellery 

3 Chenevare 
Mews, High 
Street, Kinver 

01384 

877881 


Sfoun&rictye (tyuMidU woutd Ci&e to t/itut& cdt adventi&end fan t&eOi Mfefant. 
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SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

APRIL SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£1450 

fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -^Designservice 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit our website: ■ Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk , ^ sav ! n9 “T &Doors ,„ 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

No hidden extras very competitive price 

Fantastic new Door Range 



As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 
From 



Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



_. JK 

certass 


ALL AREAS COVERED I 38 J 

After 5pm O I 384 


I 70 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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ROBBIE 
< WILLIAMS 

Wednesday, June 19 
Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
Day excursion from £99. 95 

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London's 
02 Arena in November, Robbie Williams is to 
perform at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium next 
June. 

One of the world’s most successful recording 
artists, with a record 17 Brit Awards, 10 UK 
number one albums and seven UK number one 
singles including Angels and Millennium, the 
Take That star is expected to perform tracks 
from his recent album Take the Crown, which 
went straight in at number one along with its 
lead single Candy, the fast-selling male artist 
single of 2012. 

Book with Omega for a chance to see two of the UK’s 
biggest stars on the same bill in one of the highlight shows of 
2013. Oily Murs is special guest. Let them entertain you! 


Price includes: 

• General Admision (unreserved seats or standing) for the concert 
at the Etihad Stadium, Manchester 

• Return coach travel from selected pick-up points 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


To book call 01524 37500 and quote WOL 
or go to www.starextra.concert.travel 



Coronation 

Festival 

Evening Gala Concert 
at Buckingham Palace 

The Palace Gardens will be the setting 
for a spectacular gala celebrating 
cultural life during the reign of 
Her Majesty, showcasing the 
achievements and personality of this 
extraordinary age. 

Those performing at the gala will represent 
some of the finest young talent in the UK 
and the Commonwealth, featuring singers, 
dancers and entertainers from a wide range 
of disciplines. 

It will be a celebration of the performing arts 
from the last 60 years, with a focus on young 
performers. The Evening Gala has been 
planned around the wider themes of design, 
technology, pastimes and style that are the 
keynote themes for the Daytime Festival (a 
separate trip is available for the Daytime 
Festival event). 

There will also be free time in the capital for 
shopping or sighseeing. 

A three-day rail break is also offered for this 
^evening concert trip. 


Two days departing July 13 

FROM £219 95 

•Return coach travel 

•Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 
•Ticket to the Festival Gala in Buckingham 
Palace Gardens (entry to the palace not included) 
•Free time in London 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
L Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton A 


NEWS 

Developers praised for 
leading town's revamp 


Ex-Baggies star at sale 



With auction items, Bob Taylor and event organiser Paul Millard, of 
Upper Gornal, at Monty’s Wine Bar, Sedgley 


FORMER Albion star ‘super’ Bob 
Taylor was the guest of honour at a 
disco and auction to raise money for 
a good cause. 

The striker was at Monty’s Wine 
Bar in Sedgley to help Paul Millard 
raise the money to run the London 
Marathon. Road worker Mr Millard, 
aged 39, wants to take part in the 
event on April 21 as a homage to his 
long-term friend Leighton Hall, who 
has just won his battle against bowel 
cancer. He needed to raise £2,000 to 
take part. 

Money raised will go to the Bobby 
Moore Foundation, which Mr Hall, 
40, expressed a desire to support 
during his chemotherapy. 


Father-of-two Mr Millard, of Eve 
Lane, Lower Gornal said: “Leighton 
said he wanted to give something 
back and I said ‘don’t worry, I’ll sort 
it,” he said. The event at the High 
Street venue featured live music 
acts. 

The auction saw items such as 
signed West Bromwich Albion and 
Wolves shirts go under the hammer. 

Mr Millard had raised £1,000 
before the event started and then 
smashed his £2,000 target by 
achieving £1,500 in ticket sales. 

Mr Millard, who knows Mr Hall 
from their days playing for Tividale 
Football Club together, arranged for 
Bob Taylor to attend. 


DEVELOPERS going head-to- 
head in a bid to bring major super¬ 
markets into the heart of Dudley 
have been championed for 
leading the town’s rejuvenation. 

Councillors say the ambitious plans will 
put Dudley on the map. Old eyesore office 
tower blocks, derelict buildings and under¬ 
used public car parks would be transformed 
under the separate proposals. 

All three schemes are vying to bring one of 
the country’s main supermarket chains to 
the town centre. 

Developer Commercial Estate Group has 
won approval for its modern, glass fronted 
27,000 sqft store on the land between Flood 
Street and King Street. 

Falcon House in The Minories, which 
dates back to the 1960s, will be demolished 
as part of the project. It is used as offices, but 
is 75 per cent empty. The new complex will 
be linked to the centre by walkways. 

A car park below the £20 million complex 
will have space for 278 vehicles. The scheme 
will create up to 500 new jobs and bring 
much-needed redevelopment to King Street. 

Planning committee chairman Councillor 
Rachel Harris, speaking at a meeting last 
week, said she was unconcerned by the loss 
of the Falcon House offices as there was 
better quality premises in other parts of the 
borough like Castlegate. 

She added: “What I like about this plan is 
as you come in along Duncan Edwards Way, 
Dudley Southern Bypass, you will see a town 
instead of a mass of car parking.” 


Music festival for pupils 

YOUNG musicians from the Wyre Forest 
will have the chance to display their talents 
at a five-day event. Youth Makes Music will 
take place at Kidderminster Town Hall, 
Vicar Street, on April 30, May 1, 2, 8 and 9. 

The event is open to primary and second¬ 
ary schools in the area. 

Further information is available by 
calling Louise Gardner on 01562 732980. 


CLUB NEWS 


Chocolate 
bunnies for 
quiz winner 


BLACKHEATH 

MTWG 


THE March meeting, 
opened by chairman 
Doreen Armstrong, also 
included the AGM. 

Doreen welcomed those 
in attendance and praised 
them for braving the 
severe cold and icy condi¬ 
tions. 

Monthly reports were 
given by treasurer Beryl 
Hartley, outings co-ordina- 
tor Brenda Ellesmere and 
Press officer Iris Harris. 

Three ladies received 
prizes of soap bunnies in 
the monthly raffle. 

Iris Harris opened the 
AGM. The general report 
was produced and read by 
Doreen Smith and 
accepted by members. She 
was given a vote of thanks. 

The treasurer presented 
her report which was adop¬ 
ted and seconded and she 
was given a vote of thanks. 
A small change was ann¬ 
ounced to standing orders. 

Iris then announced the 
committee for the next 
year. 

Doreen presented a 
bouquet of flowers to 
Evelyn Edwards, who was 
retiring after more than 13 
years on the committee. 

The ladies then relaxed 
to enjoy a quiz, won by 
Chris Turner who was pre¬ 
sented with a chocolate 
bunny. Doreen read and 
poem and three games of 
bingo followed. Prizes 
were again chocolate 
bunnies. The day ended 
with tea, coffee, biscuits 
and fresh cream cakes. 

The speaker at the April 
24 meeting will be David 
Berry on “A Day in Court”. 


Guest speaker tells of 
charity work in Kolkata 



Marilyn Bose was the guest speaker 


MYTIME OVER 
FIFTIES 


THE March meeting began with a 
talk from Mrs Marilyn Bose enti¬ 
tled “Mother Teresa and Cal¬ 
cutta.” 

Mrs Bose is the widow of a well- 
known Wolverhampton GP who 
maintained both professional and 
personal links with his birthplace 
Calcutta, now Kolkata. They 
worked with Bilston Rotary Club 
to raise donations for Mother 
Teresa’s Charity and were invited 
to meet her. 

Marilyn describes Mother 
Teresa as tiny, inspiring, with a 
super sense of humour and the 
ability to speak many languages. 
Marilyn as been visiting Kolkata 
for 27 years, spending a month at a 
time working wherever she is sent. 

Marilyn spoke of the charity 
work being carried out and showed 
off the hand-made teddy bears and 
knitted vests that volunteers make 
for the orphans. 

Following a tea break Ms Maggie 
Thompson from Age UK Dudley 
gave a talk on the leisure and exer¬ 
cise activities available through 
the LEAP Over 50 project. 

On April 24 John Billingham 
will describe Our Stour from Clent 
to Stourport. 


Tour of Commons enjoyed 


AT the AGM in March the 
committee agreed to con¬ 
tinue for the forthcoming 
year. 

After the business was com¬ 
pleted, the guild enjoyed a 
cheese and wine supper. 

The ladies were also 
invited by South Stafford¬ 
shire MP Gavin Williamson 


PERTON 

JUBILEE 

TOWNSWOMEN 


to visit the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment. They were met and 
given a conducted tour by 
Mr Williamson and his 


assistants. The MP also 
gave a talk on the history of 
Parliament. Later in March, 
the club enjoyed a meal at 
The Fox of Shipley to cele¬ 
brate the guild’s birthday. 

Seven members will join 
the Federation’s three-day 
break to attend the national 
AGM at Harrogate. 
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REVIEWS 


Never mind the passing 
years, it’s the Buzzcocks 


Buzzcocks, 

The Slade Rooms 

DRIVING home from the Buzzcocks 
concert at the Slade Rooms in Wolver¬ 
hampton last Thursday I switched on 
the car radio. 

The news came on and I half 
expected to hear that a bakers’ strike 
had caused panic buying of bread, 
Milton Keynes concrete cows had just 
gone up and it had been the opening 
night of Lloyd Webber’s Evita in the 
West End. 

This was all down to the boys from 
Bolton who made it seem like 1978 and 
punk had never gone away 

Two of the originals remain. Pete 
Shelley tried to slip onto the stage with 
his finger over his lips saying shhhh 
but the packed crowd erupted and as 
Steve Diggle followed he settled 
himself in and casually spat on the 
floor. 

The next two hours were filled with 
a virtual non-stop wall of pounding 



Spit then polish from The Buzzcocks’ Steve Diggle, left, at the Slade Room 

drums and guitars accompanied by sheer volume. Alternative rock band 

much pogoing, which irritated many Bleech played support with the O’Neill 

who actually wanted to watch the sisters on guitars. 

band. Shelley wrote some great hooks Katherine’s bass was wound so high 

and included plenty in the set as, you could feel the sound waves hit your 

among others, they ran through Love body every time she hit the strings. 

You More, I Don’t Mind, Promises and, They were driven along by drummer 

thankfully, Ever Fallen in Love, Matt Bick, whose energy would put a 

although a lot of the lyrics for most of Duracell bunny to shame. 

the night were drowned out by the TONY ATTWATER 


Realisation dawns that Individual musicians 

singer Smith has started set for fine duo career 


John Smith 

Glee Club, (Studio), Birmingham 

WALKING unannounced on to the stage, Devon singer/ 
songwriter John Smith just gradually dawned on the audi¬ 
ence as the opening bars of There is a Stone floated over the 
top of the packed venue in Birmingham. 

If you have heard his latest album, Great Lakes, from 
which, not surprisingly, most of the set was taken and you 
think he sounds excellent on that, then hearing his voice 
and guitar live takes things to a whole other level. 

Smith’s emotional and rollercoaster-style singing which 
fluctuates perfectly from an almost childlike and soft high- 
pitched level to a rasping street blues grunt and everything 
in between is just a sheer pleasure to the ears. 

The emotion the unassuming singer put into tracks such 
as the title song was just awesome, keeping the audience 
entranced with every note. With his song Jasmine, which 
carried more of a thump from his guitar, his soft but emotive 
lyrics began to display the range and quality of his voice 

Another track from his Great Lakes album, Freezing 
Winds of Change, gave his audience another example of his 
tremendous guitar skills. He pulled out a fantastic slide 
guitar intro for Town to Town which was atmospheric and 
reminiscent of the great Ry Cooder and like him, Smith is 
obviously a craftsman when it comes to using a guitar. 

Great Lakes is out now visit www.johnsmith 
johnsmith.com 

DANNY FARRAGHER 


Gren Bartley and Julia Disney 

Newhampton Folk Club 

JULIA Disney was back on home turf with Gren Bartley in 
the upper room of the Newhampton pub, Wolverhampton 
which hosts a regular folk club. 

They opened with Wayward Stars, a soft, melodic ballad 
which straight away showed Gren’s talent for words as well 
guitar playing with Julia providing backing on keyboard. 

She showed more of her versatility providing the vocal 
harmonies for Gren on the more upbeat Kings and Queens. 
Classically trained Julia then moved on to her first instru¬ 
ment, the fiddle, for a couple of numbers one of which was, 
My Time Is Nearly Over. Gren wrote this inspired by a chain 
gang and during which he used his guitar to great effect 
with Julia providing the accents to fill the number out. 

Gren then pulled out Between the Lines about suicide, 
not the easiest of subjects to broach, and yet it had a surpris¬ 
ingly upbeat sound and although the message was serious it 
wasn’t solemn and again the two worked wonderfully 
together with Gren’s smooth voice and Julia providing an 
underpinning of a slightly classical violin sound. 

Both these musicians are excellent in their own right but 
together they make up a duo which could go far in the folk 
world and are easily on a par with Roberts and Lakeman or 
Gilmore and Roberts. 

Gren Bartley’s latest album Winter Fires is out now on 
Fellside Records. 

DANNY FARRAGHER 


Explore a city in the sky 


IT IS rather early to suggest 
THE game of the year has 
arrived but it will take some¬ 
thing very special to top 
Bioshock Infinite (18). 

If the original Bioshock and its world 
of iron and water was for long the best 
‘steampunk’ style fantasy game avail¬ 
able, well its lobng-awaited sequel has 
gone some way better with the incred¬ 
ible flying city of Columbia. 

It is set in an alternative American 
1912, where a fundamentalist cult led 
by a dictatorial prophet has gripped a 
mechanised world, where racism is rife 
and a floating barber shop quartet 
sings Beach Boys songs. 

Stunning 

You play as Booker DeWitt, a detec¬ 
tive on a mission to find a mysterious 
girl. It is not long before the beautifully 
crafted graphics are blood splattered 
because, despite its quest and stunning 
imagination, this remains in essence a 
first person shooter. 

Of course, nothing is quite what it 
seems in this looking glass world. 

But one thing is certain, Bioshock 
Infinite is worth the six year wait since 
the original. 

Leon Burakowski 



Go back to the future in the ‘steampunk’ fantasy game Bioshock Infinite 


Also available: 

The Sims 3: University Life (7) 

Get a degree, hit the dorm party 
circuit or explore off-campus in the 
latest life stage expansion pack for the 
popular computer title. EA maintain 
the series’s eye for detail, compulsive 
gameplay and sense of humour. 

Gears of War Judgement (18) 

This series of muscle-flexing sci-fi 
shooters has become a staple of the 
game scene and the new prequel to the 
Gears trilogy is another solid addition, 
although the fragmented campaign is 


sometimes at odds with arcade style 
thrills. Baird and co certainly have 
their hands full with the heavily armed 
alien enemies. 

History Legends of War (16), Air 
Conflicts Pacific Carriers (16) 

Tactics rather than aggression are 
key to victory in History’s top-down 
viewed strategy game based on D-Day 
and the latter stages of the war. Pacific 
Carriers is a decent Second World War 
flight combat sim for console flyboys 

Titles either reviewed on Xbox 360 
or PC but available in various formats. 


Year of the comeback cop drama 


MUSICALLY 2013 is becoming the year of 
the comeback. 

First David Bowie stunned his fans with 
The Next Day, his first album in ten years 
and probably his best since Black Tie White 
Noise in 1993. 

Whilst lead single Where Are We Now? 
struck a melancholic note, the album is itself 
aggressively a rock album, suggesting Bowie 
intends to rage against the dying of the light. 

Vocals 

Now Bowie’s 1990s Britpop heirs Suede 
are back with their first album in ten years. 

Bloodsports finds them in classic form - 
Brett Anderson’s vocals are at his imperious 
best with churning guitar from Richard 


Oakes, epic keyboards from Neil Codling, 
propulsive drumming and bass by Simon 
Gilbert and Mat Osman. 

It Starts And Ends With You and Hit Me 
are as good as anything that’s gone before in 
the Suede repertoire. 

With Stereophonies having just released 
their best album for years, Graffiti On The 
Train, and Simple Minds reactivated with a 
greatest hits package and tour, the previous 
generations are leading by example. 

And get ready for the imminent returns of 
James, Texas, Lisa Stansfield, OMD, The B- 
52s and a Hyde Park concert by The Rolling 
Stones. 


THE hand-held camera 
comes into its own in 
thrilling US cop drama End 
Of Watch (15), on DVD and 
Blu-Ray. Share a patrol car 
with officers Taylor (Jake 
Gyllenhaal) and Zavala 
(Michael Pena) as they 
experience a bad day on 
their LA beat. 

Some may fondly 
remember 1970s movie 
The Amazing Mr Blunden 
(U), about Edwardian chil¬ 
dren who help a pair of 
ghosts right a wrong, now 
out on DVD. 


SHOWROOM 

CLEARANCE 






Ends 

Sunday 

at 

4.30pm 


LARGE SELECTION 
OF RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS 





WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 


£1000 port exchange for your old suite 


- II It’s a name you can trust. 

dreamworld . 

Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
kingswinford Tel: 01384 295660 


Open: Mon-Sat 1 O am-5 

Large fri 


rm Sun 1 0.30 am-4.30 rm 

EE CAR PARK 13SB | 
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PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 


REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 




KAREN pretty 32yr old single mum of 
one, OHAC, eager to move on and 
enjoy male companionship and tic, 
single dad welcome, age/looks not 
important. 



To view these members 
and others go to: http:// 
dating.cxprcssandstar.com 


Arc th 


Karen & Jim 



JIM 5ft lOins, medium build, brown 
hair, blue eyes, likes keep fit, walks, 
seeks attractive lady for good times, 
maybe more. 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. Or call 0906 
635 0510. 

(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


ABBY is a passionate sexy girl seek¬ 
ing some fun times. Tel: 0905 002 

1956 Box No: 373603 

SUSAN 49, fun loving, 5ft 2ins, brown 
hair/eyes, many interests, needs heart 
mending. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:204862 

FUN loving lady, outgoing, honest, 
caring, likes socialising, seeks older 
male, 50-70. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 383325 ® 

KIND romantic female, 50, seeking a 
male to talk, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 368429 ® 

LOVING caring young 67yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim size 12, brown hair, likes 
meals out, GSOH, smoker, seeks slim, 
smart male with GSOH, 58-62. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 364651 © 

TINA fun loving single mum who 
enjoys most things in life, seeking 
happy guy with GSOH for meals in, 
dates out, possible romance and adult 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403567® 

CAROL, discreet, married, 47yrs 
seeks man for fun times. Tel: 0905 002 

1957 Box No: 400499 

AMY 19yr old single female looking for 
much older naughty male for discreet 
fun times only. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 403381 ® 

SHARON medium built lovely, 33yrs, 
pale complexion, nice eyes, feminine, 
outgoing, confident, enjoys varied 
interests, WLTM all round nice guy for 
adult relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 403345® 

CAROL South African lonely heart 
37yrs, looking for fun with mature gent 
50plus, likes dining in/out, discretion 
assured/appreciated. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 403337 ® 

WIDOW seeking similar aged male to 
share holidays and weekends out. Car 
owner preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 389795 

CARING lady, 52, brown hair/eyes, 
seeks male, 30-60 for socialising, 
meals out, cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 392883 ® 

LONG haired blonde, 37, enjoys meals 
out but would love to cook a romantic 
meal for the man of her dreams. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 361076 ® 

TALL curvy female, 36dd, loves music, 
looking for fun and romance with dark 
male. Give me a call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 359238® 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
long dark hair, smoker, seeks smart 
gent who wants to get out and about 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396409 

BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 46, 
GSOH, likes walks, pubs, nights in, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 384852 


BIG bubbly black female, single mum, 
looking for male for nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392501 

DAWN attractive, slim female, 45, N/S, 
no ties, WLTM tall, fit male with get up 
and go attitude towards life. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 375825 

YOUNG looking, pretty female, 40, 
brunette, slim, no ties, N/S, seeks 
attractive, refined male for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 313115 

JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
brown eyes, likes music, cooking, cosy 
nights in/out, seeks similar male for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397407 ® 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, slim, 
looking for male for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392979 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 

35YR old female, seeks intelligent, 
down to earth male, 50-75 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 388297 

FEMALE looking for gent, 65-70, 
caring, loving and independent. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 378295 

BIG is beautiful! Female looking for 
someone to share a life time of 
happiness with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 368528 ® 

SLIM fit, bubbly female can't wait to 
meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 367066 ® 

ATTRACTIVE lady, GSOH, slim, dark 
hair, 50's, likes walks, films, art, meals 
out, seeks male with GSOH and 
similar interests for friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399245 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 396127 

BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 46, 
GSOH, likes walks, pubs, nights in, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 384852 

43YR old female, bubbly, down to 
earth, trustworthy, honest, caring, 
seeks male, 45 plus. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402945 ® 

IRENE 55, blonde hair, brown eyes, 
loving, caring, genuine, N/S, lots of 
love to give, seeks male, 55-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392807 

62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals 
out, dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394106 ® 

BERNIE Beautiful black lady with no 
ties seeks her King, curvy, intelligent, 
feminine and all you will ever need, 
what are you waiting for? Call me. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 402991 ® 

ALISON 37 animal loving female who 
enjoys a quiet life, cooking, seeks older 
respectful male 42-60yrs to enjoy 
meals out and cosy nights in. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 402793 0 

HI I am Sara 21, a petite single mum, 
sporty, caring and looking for reliable, 
well groomed male 30-40yrs for adult 
1-2-1. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
402771® 


APRIL big bubbly 21yr old female who 
enjoys nights in/out, music, WLTM 
caring, loving older male, 30-45yrs. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 402789 ® 

JEANETTE 35, blonde blue eyed 
attractive active nurse who really cares 
about people, WLTM someone 
genuine and honest to fall in love with. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 402655 ® 

LISA 30's tall slim beauty looking for 
dining partner to romance, pamper and 
appreciate me in return for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
402645 ® 

GAIL 52, blonde hair, 5ft 2ins, likes 
nights out, seeks N/S male, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 402041 

LOVING caring young 68yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim-medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well-dressed guy 
with GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399923 ® 

LIZ 42, black, divorced, seeking male, 
44-54 for kind, sincere, honest, open 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400949 

Follow us 
on 

©• I.. IK 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy hour 
glass, loves to be tactile, OHAC, 
WLTM caring male for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399047 

CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 

50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396837 

MANDY 36, size 10, looking for 
relationship with open-minded man. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360317® 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt 
in the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
377432 ® 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
363428 ® © 

SUE 5ft 2ins female, brown hair/eyes, 
loving, likes music, socialising, films, 
good times, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 393223 

BLONDE attractive educated lady 50, 
young minded, seeks professional tall 
male, 45-55 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391818® 

PROFESSIONAL tall, slim, attractive, 
bubbly, genuine lady, seeks tall, 
professional, genuine guy, 40-50. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 215244 

SLIM curvy blonde, 44, professional, 
seeks tall, professional male, 40-50 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 171231 

KIND romantic, loving lady, 43, slight 
disability, seeks genuine male for 
romance. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:387631 


LOUISE 43, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
average looks, likes reading, meals 
out, cinema, theatre, quiet pubs, 
honest, genuine, kind, caring, GSOH, 
seeks male, 42-58. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 391308 

FUN loving lady, 56, outgoing, honest, 
caring, seeks caring male, 55-60 for 
friendship, possible relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 391192 

GENUINE female, 36, brunette, blue 
eyes, 5ft 7ins, fun, outgoing, 
adventurous, GSOH, looking for tall, 
honest, genuine male for good 
companion, dates and romance. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 388327 ® 

YVONNE looking for Christian male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 391135® 

FEMALE looking for stocky male, 50- 
60 to share a happy life. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 386169® 

BLACK attractive female, 34, slim, 
N/S, seeks genuine male for 
friendship, maybe more. Holby. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 367021 ® 

PATRICIA 5ft 5ins, red hair, blue eyes, 
likes nights out, meals, clubs, seeking 
nice young man who is kind, generous 
to look after me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 378207 ® 

MADELINE 5ft black, seeks male 26- 
41 with GSOH for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375789 

5 FT 1 ins female, brown hair, blue 
eyes, medium build, seeks male, 40- 
50, honest, caring, trustworthy, down 
to earth and bubbly. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 388741 

MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, 
likes nights in/out, seeks caring male 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 329319 © 

33YR old black haired, medium built, 
5ft 3ins female seeking soul mate. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 389799 

SINGLE MEN 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

29YR old male, likes holidays, cinema, 
clubs, seeks female for friendship and 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:403759 ® 

ROBERT 72, young looking, retired 
carpenter, N/S, non-drinker, seeks 
kind, black lady in Wolverhampton 
area. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403641 

45YR old British Asian male, 5ft 9ins, 
slim-medium build, kind, caring, 
GSOH, likes romantic meals, nights in, 
films, music, walks, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 403631 ® 

DARREN young looking 37, likes 
pubs, clubs, cinema, meals out, cosy 
nights in, seeks female 18-37. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 392049 ® 


45YR old British Asian male, 5ft 9ins, 
slim-medium build, kind, caring, 
GSOH, likes romantic meals, nights in, 
films, music, walks, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 403631 ® 

GARY kind, caring, seeks special lady, 
any age for fun times and more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 403585 ® 

MIKE 45, bored, seeks female, any 
age for adult fun and good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 403461 ® 

JOHN 59, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, GSOH, 
seeks lady, 46-55, likes meals out and 

in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403273 ® 

SINGLE male, 60, WLTM local lady 
with strong physical needs for regular 
contact with no commitment initially. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
377459 

ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, seeks 
attractive female for fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311713 

BRIAN 60's, ordinary man, strong 
needs, seeks affectionate lady for 
close friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396765 

ATTRACTIVE male, 55, seeks older 
female, 50-70 for close, adult fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397189 

60'S male, medium build, fit, high 
drive, seeks West Midlands lady who 
needs occasional male 

evening/weekend company. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 381307 

MICHAEL 50, nice eyes, seeking 
female companion for holidays and 
weekends away, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401479 ® 

STEVE 63, tall, fit, young outlook, likes 
travel, socialising, holidays, N/S, seeks 
local lady, 55-60 for friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 402931 

MALE 5ft 8ins, athletic, GSOH, seeks 
older lady for fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402357 

GENUINE male, 54, own home, seeks 
female, any age for fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 368871 © 

SHROPSHIRE male, 53, tall, dark, 
attractive, seeks attractive female for 
fun and excitement, any age/status. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
367373 

PAUL 60, medium build, fit, virile with 
strong needs, WLTM West Midland 
lady for regular mutual pleasure. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 374821 

PATRICK 60's, single, likes sports, 
music, reading, seeks lady friend to 
share evenings/weekend meetings 
together. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:396053 

MALE 47, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
slim-medium build, likes nights out, 
GSOH, seeks special female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 302861 

JIMMY 53 good looking, fit, genuine, 
honest, very loving and looking for the 
same in a woman. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397157® © 

TALL dark, attractive guy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 316752 

MALE 60, strong needs, seeks similar 
lady for regular evening/weekend 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:384219 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393766 ® 


HARDWORKING 41yr old male, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
403131® 

KARL 40, fun loving, caring, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 389662 

GENUINE good looking male, 38, 
seeking genuine female, 25-45 for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 392233 

WEST Midlands single guy 60, strong, 
WLTM affectionate lady, your place or 
mine for uncommitted enjoyment. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 396807 

WARREN 60's, romantic, WLTM 
affectionate lady for evenings/weekend 
meetings and close friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 392191 

32YR old slim, dark haired, 
adventurous, creative, caring, likes 
music, cycling, photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 ® © 

VINCE 52, caring, seeking female for 
fun and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401683 ® 

TALL dark, good looking male, 53, 
seeks attractive female for daytime fun 
and exciting times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393380 ® 

STEVE 54, attractive, seeks older lady, 
55-75 for mutual adult fun. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399755 

DAVID 40, genuine, down to earth, 
seeking someone for nights out and 
great times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 398889® 

OPEN-MINDED blue eyed, dark 
haired loving male, seeks genuine, fun 
loving female for nights in/out and 
weekends away. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402313 

ROY 62, tall, fit, loyal, N/S, looking for 
that special lady. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397637 ® 

ROMANTIC white male, 47, 5ft 11 ins, 
seeks lady, likes meals out, holidays, 
cinema and keep fit, Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 402243 

PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, 
OHAC, seeks female, 18 plus for fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875® 

STEVE 60, likes sports, meals out, 
seeks female with view to permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401695 

MALE 50, genuine, honest, many 
interests, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394232 

41 YR old male, 6ft, dark hair, likes 
cosy nights in and good times out, 
seeks female to share good times with, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 369663® © 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet or 
chat to other men, look no further. 
TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892© 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0905/09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 
texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, 
text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users 
may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 08 04 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND INDP followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to 
and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

SALLY, student, 20yrs, 
needs an escape from the 
boredom. Text INDP 
204570 to 66888 


NURSE, mid 20's, blonde 
and curvy is bored. Text 
her! Text INDP 204698 to 
66888 


GLAM Gran, mid 50's, 
home babysitting and would 
love to chat to you. Text 
INDP 205100 to 66888 


BORED and lonely, home 
alone all day, give me 
something to brighten up 
the lonely hours. Text INDP 
205026 to 66888 


ASIAN female, wants chats 
with white man. Interested 
to learn English ways. Text 
INDP 204765 to 66888 


SUE, sporty and fun , why 
not chat with me. Text INDP 
205455 to 66888 


NATALIE, foreign beauty 
hopes a nice working man 
will send her a text. She is 
home alone. Text INDP 
204600 to 66888 


SENSITVIE, romantic lady 
seeks a compassionate 
man to swap texts with. I 
have a good ear and happy 
to listen. Text INDP 205422 
to 66888 


LINDSEY, available to chat, 
send her a text. She prom¬ 
ises to text everyone back. 

Text INDP 205034 to 
66888 


SINGLE mum, kids at 
school all day, would love 
some fun chats. Text INDP 
205285 to 66888 


JASMINE, exotic beauty, 
text me what you like and I 
will text back. Text INDP 
204668 to 66888 


BIG is best, cuddly lady 
seeks skinny men. Call, 
whatever you look like, how 
will I know! Text INDP 
205069 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

LADIES TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND INDP followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to 
and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

ROGER is a solvent, busi¬ 
ness gent, very rich and 
generous, would love to ro¬ 
mance a special lady of any 
age. Text INDP 204654 to 
66888 


JON, Genuine caring man, 
give him a call and a have a 
chat. All texts will be re¬ 
turned. Text INDP 204621 
to 66888 
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What’s On! Stourbridge 


Oh what a Jersey 
night at the Alex 

AMERICAN tribute to 
Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons, New Jersey 
Nights, comes to Birming¬ 
ham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to 
Wednesday. 

There has been an 
upsurge in popularity for 
the 1960s and 70s hitmak- 
ers since the success of 
Jersey Boys on Broadway 
and the West End. 

Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons themselves 
will be in concert at the LG 
Arena on June 23. 

The tribute show New 
Jersey Nights will also be at 
Stoke’s Regent Theatre 
from April 29 to May 1. 

Family tale author 
to talk at library 

AUTHOR Annie Murray 
was visiting Netherton Lib¬ 
rary today (Thursday), as 
part of relaunch celebra¬ 
tions. She is known for her 
family sagas, many set in 
and around Birmingham. 

She has written 18 
novels, the latest The 
Women of Lilac Street. Her 
novel Birmingham Rose hit 
The Times best-seller list in 
1995. Other hits have 
included Soldier Girl and 
All the Days of Our Lives. 

She will visit the library 
in its new home at The 
Savoy Centre. Call 01384 
812845. 

Ann’s hotel date 

IRISH singer Ann Breen 
will be at The Station 
Hotel, Dudley, on April 28 
and the hotel ballroom, 
Castle Hill. Call 01922 
417633, or visit www.ann 
breen.com 


Deadpan comedy from 
a star spangled grouch 



Downbeat American 
comedian Rich Hall 


Kungfu and opera 


THE FROWN from 
cowtown comes to 
Wolverhampton next 
week when deadpan 
American stand-up 
comic Rich Hall 
brings his keen-eyed 
observations on the 
absurd and ironic on 
both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

The downbeat comedian, 
who divides his time 
between Montana and 
London, has become a 
popular regular on British 
TV panel shows, including 
QI, Never Mind The Buz- 
zcocks and Have I Got News 
For You. 

West 


THE Shaolin Warriors, 
showing their kung fu skills 
at Wolverhampton Grand on 
Sunday (4pm). 

English Touring Opera 
sing Mozart’s Cosi Fan 
Tutte in English at the 
Grand on Monday and 
Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra in 
Italian on Tuesday. 
Favourite showtunes will be 
sung in Beyond The Barri¬ 
cade at the Grand onThurs- 
day, April 18. 


He has also presented a 
series of wry documentaries 
for BBC TV looking at the 
Hollywood image of the the 
American West, Deep South 
and the native American. 

The comedian, also known 
for his redneck alter-ego 
Otis Lee Crenshaw, will 
present An Evening with 
Rich Hall at the Wulfrun 
Hall on Thursday, April 18. 
Tickets cost £15. Call 0870 
320 7000. 



Diva and 
II Divo in 
concert 

IN one of the most eagerly 
anticipated classical 

crossover concerts of the 
year, opera diva Katherine 
Jenkins and top ‘popera’ 
quartet II Divo will unite at 
the LG Arena on Saturday. 

The Welsh mezzo soprano 
and the phenomenal four 
have more than 30 million 
album sales between them, 
and will be performing in 
concert together for the first 
time on this tour. 

Both II Divo and Kather¬ 
ine Jenkins will perform 
classical interpretations of 
popular songs with an 
orchestra, and will also come 
together for duets. 

Ticket prices range from 
£35 to £85, plus booking and 
transaction fees. Call the 
ticket hotline on 0844 338 
800. 


Marillion fans in 
Civic weekender 

FANS of the rock band 
Marillion will be descend¬ 
ing upon Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall this weekend for 
the UK’s second Marillion 
Weekender. 

The group, still best 
know for the hit Kayleigh, 
sung by their former front¬ 
man Fish, will be peform- 
ing three concerts over 
three nights. 

They begin on Friday by 
performing their 1998 
album Radiation in its 
entirety. They also hope to 
break a world record by 
filming and releasing a 
DVD of the gig in record 
time. On Saturday the 
album Brave gets the full 
concert treatment and 
then the band present a 
secret set on Sunday. 

Fans are coming from as 
far as Canada and 
Venezuela for the 
weekend, costing £110 for 
all three gigs. 

Tears before bed 
with Mister Tom 

POIGNANT wartime 
story Goodnight Mister 
Tom, about an elderly 
widower who reluctantly 
takes in an evacuee boy, is 
being staged at Birming¬ 
ham New Alexandra 
Theatre this week until 
Saturday. 

This award-nominated 
production, adapated by 
David Wood from the 
popular novel by Michelle 
Magorian, features Olivier 
award winning actor 
Oliver Ford Davies as 
Mister Tom, a role played 
by the late John Thaw in 
the television version. 


Is Your Old Suite 


Looking a little tired and worn??? 



FULLREUPHOLSTERYSERVICE 


• 35 Years Experience • All Work Guaranteed 
• 1000’s of Fabrics • Prompt Efficent Service • Discount for OAP’s 

Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

OI384 892OI8 

Open Mon-Friday 10am-4pm Saturday 11 am-3pm J 



DISCOVER 

Beechcroft 


Nurseries & Garden Centre 


Probably the widest range of plants in the Midlands 



Come and visit us and bring along this voucher to gety 
a FREE six pack of pansies (No Purchase Necessary) 


Please fill in your postcode 


Voucher valid until 
22/4/13 or while 
stocks last. 1 x 6 
pack of pansies per 
voucher, one voucher 
per customer per visit 

GARDEN SHOP - 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Seeds • Tools • Compost • Pots • Birds Tables • Bird Food 

Madeley Road, Madeley Heath, 
Nr Belbroughton DY9 9XA 
www.beechcroft.com 

01562 710358 




Just leave the A491 at the 
FairfietdtStoneybridge island 
towards Romsley 


L 


J 
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What’s On! 


|SATURDAY’S TV 13.04.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Hazel Irvine 

Golf: The Masters - Live 
BBC2, 7.30pm 

The Masters continues this 
evening with the third 
round at the Augusta 
National in Georgia, where 
the leaderboard should 
start to take shape on what 
is often referred to as 
‘moving day’. The players 
no longer have any fear of 
missing the cut and are 
able to concentrate on 
challenging the leaders in 
the first Major of the year, 
which was won in 2012 by 
Bubba Watson. The 
American claimed the 
biggest victory of his career 
following a play-off with 
South African Louis 
Oosthuizen, but the pre¬ 
tournament favourite this 
year was Tiger Woods. 


BBC1 


6.00 Live Formula 1: The Chinese 
Grand Prix - Qualifying. 8.30 
Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s Simple 
Cooking. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 12.15 
Football Focus. 1.00 Formula 1: 

The Chinese Grand Prix- 
Qualifying Replay. 2.15 Golf: The 
Masters - Highlights. 3.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 Wallace & Gromit: A 
Matter of Loaf and Death. (R) 5.45 
BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Doctor Who. The time 

travellers find themselves on 
a damaged Russian nuclear 
submarine in 1983 as it 
spirals out of control into the 
ocean depths - but the 
Doctor is not the only alien 
present. 

6.45 The Voice UK. The third 
round of the chair-spinning 
singing contest, with 
coaches Tom Jones, Jessie 
J, Will.i.am and Danny 
O’Donoghue aiming to 
bolster their teams. 

8.20 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in 
which two pairs of strangers 
team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as 
much as they know about a 
given subject. 

9.10 Casualty. Zoe goes out of 
her way to help and protect a 
young girl she believes is at 
risk, while Fletch deals with a 
man whose lifestyle is 
damaging his health. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.35The Football League Show. 
12.55 Film: Highlander: The 
Source. (2007) 2.15 Weatherview. 

2.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 7.05 Film: 
The First of the Few. (1942) 
Wartime biopic, directed by and 
starring Leslie Howard. 9.00 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 9.30 The 
Beechgrove Garden. (R) 10.00 A 
History of Britain by Simon 
Schama. (R) 11.00 Climbing Great 
Buildings. (R) 11.30 Map Man. (R) 
12.00 Indian Food Made Easy. (R) 

12.30 The Sky at Night. (R) 12.50 
Coast. 1.00 University Challenge. 
(R) 1.30 Just a Minute. (R) 2.00 
Film: I Know Where I’m Going ! 
(1945) Romantic drama, starring 
Wendy Hiller and Roger Livesey. 

3.30 Flog It! 4.30 The Great British 
Sewing Bee. (R) 5.30 The Story of 
Are You Being Served? (R) 

6.30 Are You Being Served? The 
staff rally round to keep 
Captain Peacock’s shameful 
secret from his wife - but his 
own solution to the problem 
takes Mr Humphries’ breath 
away. (R) 

7.00 Dad’s Army. Private Pike 
receives his call-up papers 
and unexpectedly passes his 
medical, much to the horror 
of his mollycoddling mother. 
(R) 

7.30 Golf: The Masters-Live. 

Hazel Irvine presents 
coverage of the third day of 
the year’s first Major, held at 
the Augusta National in 
Georgia, where Bubba 
Watson was victorious in 
2012. Subsequent 
programmes subject to 
change. 

12.00 Film: In Dreams. (1999) 
Thriller, starring Annette Bening. 

1.35 This Is BBC Two. 5.50 Film: 
The Story of GI Joe. (1945) A war 
reporter recounts his experiences 
of travelling with an American 
military unit through the Italian 
campaign. Second World War 
drama, with Burgess Meredith. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Jungle Junction. 6.15 
Jungle Junction. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 

6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Canimals. (R) 
7.25 Bookaboo. (R) 7.35 Kick 
Buttowski - Suburban Daredevil. 

7.50 Kick Buttowski - Suburban 
Daredevil. 8.05 Ultimate Spider- 
Man. 8.25 Almost Naked Animals. 
(R) 8.40 Almost Naked Animals. 

(R) 8.55 Figaro Pho. (R) 9.00 
Jessie. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.25 
My Tasty Travels with Lynda 
Bellingham. (R) 11.25 Dinner Date. 
(R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 Film: Columbo: Identity 
Crisis. (1975) 2.30 The Chase. (R) 

3.30 Midsomer Murders. (R) 5.30 
Regional Programme; Weather. 
5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 New You’ve Been Framed! 
and Famous 4. Harry Hill 
narrates a fresh selection of 
comical mishaps filmed by 
viewers on their webcams, 
mobile phones and 
camcorders, featuring a 
range of celebrity lookalikes. 
7.00 Britain’s Got Talent. New 
series. Ant and Dec present 
the first auditions as 
performers of all ages try to 
impress Simon Cowell, 

David Walliams, Alesha 
Dixon and Amanda Holden. 

8.35 The Cube. Two more 
contestants take on the 
challenge. Last in the series. 

9.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
With Martin and Gary Kemp 
and music by Suede. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

11.35 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: 
Paul Gascoigne. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 

(R) 7.00 VW Racing Cup. 7.30 The 
Grid. 7.55 The Morning Line. 8.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.25 Frasier. 
(R) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
11.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
11.50 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 
Secret Millionaire Ireland. 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. 4.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.35 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.05 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Sarah Beeny’s Selling 
Houses. Homeowners in 
Muswell Hill, north London, 
look around one another’s 
flats for improvement ideas 
and then spruce up their own 
on a £1,000 budget, hoping 
to attract buyers. 

7.30 Grand Designs. Kevin 
McCloud meets a couple 
transforming 5,000sq ft of 
derelict basement in west 
London - but without proper 
architects’ drawings, 
confusion kicks in almost 
from the start. (R) 

8.30 Walking Through History. 
The Tudor heritage of the 
Weald in Kent and the Downs 
of East Sussex. 

9.30 Film: Get Him to the Greek. 

(2010) Premiere. A record 
company employee is given 
the dubious task of escorting 
a sex-crazed British rock star 
to his comeback concert. 
Comedy, starring Russell 
Brand and Jonah Hill. 
11.35Derren Brown Investigates: 
The Man Who Contacts the 
Dead. (R) 

12.40 Film: The Black Dahlia. 
(2006) 2.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.55 
Countdown. (R) 5.40 Baking Mad 
with Eric Laniard. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. (R) 10.50 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.15 Monkey Life. (R) 11.45 
Rolf’s Animal Clinic. (R) 12.45 
Emergency Bikers. (R) 1.45 
Robson’s Extreme Fishing 
Challenge. (R) 2.45 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol. 
(1987) 4.25 Film: Rocky III. (1982) 

6.20 Film: The Magnificent 
Seven Ride! (1972) The 
one-time leader of the 
gunslingers assembles a 
new band of mercenaries to 
avenge the deaths of his wife 
and friend. Western sequel, 
starring Lee Van Cleef. 

8.05 5 News Weekend. 

8.10 NCIS. Gibbs and his team 
investigate the bizarre deaths 
of a Marine and two of his 
friends, while Ziva tries to 
rejoin the NCIS. Starring 
Mark Harmon. (R) 

9.10 NCIS. A blogger who 
accused the NCIS of a cover- 
up is found dead, and Gibbs 
and his team are forced to 
reopen a closed case to find 
the killer. Starring Mark 
Harmon and Michael 
Weatherly. (R) 

10.10 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit. Stabler and 
Benson investigate the death 
of a 17-year-old girl and 
discover a suspect in the 
case may have been 
deliberately passing on the 
HIV virus to his many sexual 
partners. 

11.05 Law & Order: Criminal 
Intent. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 4.05 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 4.50 County Secrets. (R) 
5.05 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.25 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 2: The 
Sequel 7.15 Merlin 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Film: Enemy of the State 
(1998)11.05 Family Guy 11.50 
American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 South Pacific 8.00 David 
Attenborough’s First Life 9.00 Arne 
Dahl: The Blinded Man - Part Two 

10.30 Young Guns Go for It 11.40 
Synth Britannia at the BBC 

ITV2 

3.30 You’ve Been Framed! 6.00 
Film: E.T: The Extra-Terrestrial 
(1982) 8.35 Britain’s Got More 
Talent 9.35 You’ve Been Framed 
and Famous! 10.35 Celebrity Juice 

11.20 Plebs 11.50 Britain’s Got 
Talent 

ITV3 

2.25 Film: To Kill a Mockingbird 
(1963) 5.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 7.00 Lewis 9.00 The 
Suspicions of Mr Whicher 11.00 A 
Is for Acid 
ITV4 

11.00 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. 8.00 River Monsters. 
Jeremy Wade tries to find a 
mysterious predatory creature in 
the Zambezi river. 9.05 Film: 
Sudden Death (1995) 11.20 Film: 
The Thing (1982) 

E4 

5.30 The Mindy Project 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.00 Youngers 

7.30 How I Met Your Mother 8.30 2 
Broke Girls 9.00 Film: Black Knight 
(2001) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory 
11.55 The Cleveland Show 

Film4 

2.20 Nausicaa of the Valley of the 
Wind (1984) 4.50 Silent Running 
(1971) 6.35 Oblivion Interview 
Special 6.40 Planet of the Apes 
(1968) 8.50 Oblivion Interview 
Special 9.00 Alien (1979) 11.25 
Vanilla Sky (2001) 


HALF PRICE 

High Quality Riser Recliners 

Call us now for a free home trial or our full colour brochure 

0800 690 6915 


Family run business 
Matching sofas and chairs 
Positional Relief for Arthritic Pain 

Lifetime warranty available 
Exceptional comfort 
Many years’ experience 
Custom made to any size, weight 
or fabric 

Beds available in all sizes 



Recliners 


"Kensington & Berkeley Models Only. 
T&C’s available on request 


GAIUJAVQ 

• Cookers Supplied and Fitted - 

• Gas Fires and Fire Surrounds 

• Electric Fires and Fire suites 

• Central Heating Systems Supplied and Fitted 

• Servicing Spare Parts 

• Fire Guards / Companion Sets 

• All at competitive Prices 




mmd ovitk frUmdly &ewice 

20 Lower High Street, Stourbridge 


USE YOUR LOFT! ,£?h a hou£ys 


-ja- 




>1* 


Over 5,SG0 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

^3 0 tt 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 


Coaches depart fromyour 


local West Midlands pick up point 


m you. --- 


Folkestone & Ostend 

3/4 nights half board 2 FREE COACH TRIPS 

Southcliff/ Burstin • Canterbury & Whitstable 
Hotel. Folkestone * Cross channel cruise to Ostend 



Fri 19. 26 Apr 

Mon 22, 29 Apr 


3,17, 24 May 

6,13, 20 May v 


Sandown Isle of Wigltf 

Channel View / Tarvic 2 Hotel 


4 DAYS Fri 19, 26 Apr, 3, 17 May 

5 DAYS Mon 22, 29 Apr, 6, 13, 20 May 



London Shows 


• Bodyguard • Viva Forever 

• Kiss me Kate • Charlie & 
The Chocolate Factory 

• The Book of Mormon 

• Mamma Mia 

• Mystery Show i 
& many n 


Chester & 
Liverpool 


Torquay & Eden Proj ect 

Burlington/Waters Edge Hotel 


4 DAYS Fri 19, 26 Apr, 3,17 May 
\ 5 DAYS Mon 22, 29 Apr, 6,13, 20 May 



Lake District 
£r Southport 

2/4 nights half board 

Britannia Hotel, Standish 


9 *p BAR* 

Host drinks 
’ fa Veryn '9ht. 

Visits Southport 
plus tour of the 
Lakes! 


1 3 days £89.95 

[ 5 days £159.95 1 

! 4, 25 May 21 Jun 

^ 9, 24 Aug 

Mon 29 Apr, 27 May 
10, 24 Jun, 15 Jul J 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


To find out how you can advertise from 
as little as a week 

Contact Rebecca Vincze on 01384 399901 

























































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE 


.THURSDAY, APRIL 11 2013 Page27 



What’s On! 

(SUNDAY’S TV 14.04.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association | 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Susie Wolff 


Driven: The Fastest 
Woman in the World 
E3BC2, 5.30pm 

We’ve heard a lot, lately, 
about gender equality in 
the workplace. And rightly 
so - women are just as 
capable as men, and 
should certainly have the 
same opportunities. So why 
is it that no woman has 
competed in Formula 1 
since 1976? It seems 
remarkable that, in this 
area at least, no progress 
seems to have been made 
whatsoever. But now, 
there’s a new petrol¬ 
headed heroine: Oban- 
based racing driver Susie 
Wolff, who is aiming to 
become the first woman in 
almost 40 years to start a 
grand prix. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.00 Live Formula 
1 : The Chinese Grand Prix. 10.15 
The Big Questions. 11.15 Sunday 
Politics; Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 12.35 Points of View. 12.50 
Britain’s Maharajah. 1.20 Bargain 
Hunt. 2.20 Formula 1 : The Chinese 
Grand Prix Replay. 4.20 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 5.20 Songs of 
Praise. 

6.05 Deadly 60 on a Mission. 

Hyenas, baboons, buffalo 
and eagles in Africa. 

6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. A visit to the 
eastern county of Suffolk, 
where Matt Baker finds out 
about the area’s boating 
heritage, and JLS singer JB 
Gill seeks advice on farming 
from Adam Henson. 

Including Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. A 

return visit to Cheltenham 
Town Hall, where objects 
include a silver fruit bowl 
damaged in a domestic row 
and relics of Captain Scott’s 
last expedition to the South 
Pole. Red button viewers can 
play along by guessing the 
valuations. 

9.00 The Village. As call-up 
papers are delivered 
throughout the village, Eyre 
faces a tribunal for being a 
conscientious objector, and 
Grace worries when there is 
no news of Joe from the 
front line. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

11.25 Regional Programme. 

11.55 Film: New Jack City. (1991) 
Action thriller, starring 
Wesley Snipes. 

1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC News. 


7.40 Match of the Day. (R) 9.00 
The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
Paul Hollywood’s Bread. (R) 12.00 
EastEnders. (R) 1.50 Coast. 2.00 
Great British Food Revival. (R) 2.30 
The Great Rift: Africa’s Wild Heart. 
(R) 3.30 Secrets of Our Living 
Planet. (R) 4.30 Coast. (R) 5.30 
Driven: The Fastest Woman in the 
World. 

6.30 Golf: The Masters - Live. 

Hazel Irvine presents 
coverage of the fourth and 
final day at the Augusta 
National in Georgia, where 
the winner of the first Major 
of the year will be confirmed. 
Bubba Watson won the 
biggest title of his career to 
date here in 2012, holding 
his nerve to defeat Louis 
Oosthuizen in a play-off. Lee 
Westwood led the British 
charge, finishing in a share 
of third place alongside Peter 
Hanson, Matt Kucharand 
Phil Mickelson. Hanson was 
in the lead heading into the 
last day, but the Swede fired 
a 73 that allowed Watson and 
Oosthuizen to move past him 
into the top two positions. 
Commentary by Peter Alliss, 
Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter 
and Wayne Grady and 
reports from Rishi Persad. 
Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

12.00 Film: The Haunting. (1999) 
Three insomniacs are lured to a 
reputedly haunted house, where 
they are made to confront their 
deepest fears. Horror remake, with 
Liam Neeson, Lili Taylor and 
Catherine Zeta-Jones. 1.45 Sign 
Zone: AVery British Wedding. (R) 

2.45 Holby City. Malick is 
presented with a great career 
opportunity - but it will mean 
leaving Holby and his son behind. 
(R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Jungle Junction. 6.15 
Jungle Junction. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Canimals. (R) 
7.20 Bookaboo. (R) 7.30 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. 8.00 Kick 
Buttowski-Suburban Daredevil. 
8.10 Kick Buttowski - Suburban 
Daredevil. 8.25 Almost Naked 
Animals. (R) 8.40 Almost Naked 
Animals. (R) 8.55 Figaro Pho. (R) 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 10.25 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11.30 Dinner 
Date. (R) 12.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! (R) 1.00 Britain’s Got 
Talent. (R) 2.35 Food Glorious 
Food. (R) 3.30 Live FA Cup 
Football. 

6.15 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. 

8.00 Endeavour. New series. 

Inspector Morse prequel, 
starring Shaun Evans as a 
younger version of the 
detective. Endeavour 
investigates the death of a 
respectable GP found in a 
public lavatory. 

10.00 Perspectives: Paul O’Grady: 
Gypsy Rose Lee - the 
Queen of Burlesque. The 

presenter explores the life of 
burlesque performer Gypsy 
Rose Lee. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Chelsea v Manchester City. 
12.00 Premiership Rugby Union. 
12.55 The Store. 2.55 British 
Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 3.45 Monk. (R) 4.30 
ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.05 River Cottage Bites. (R) 6.10 
The Treacle People. (R) 6.20 The 
Hoobs. (R) 6.45 The Hoobs. (R) 

7.10 Will & Grace. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.05 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.35 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.40 Film: The 
Addams Family. (1991) 3.40 Deal 
or No Deal. 4.40 Channel 4 News. 

5.10 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
( 2010 ) 

7.00 Five Minutes to a Fortune. 

Celebrity pairs Jo Brand and 
Meera Syal, and Rachel Riley 
and Russell Kane try to 
complete five-minute 
challenges in a bid to raise 
money for charity. 

8.00 The Secret Millions. Katie 
Piper works with a charity 
helping to rehabilitate ex¬ 
convicts by employing them 
to manufacture and market 
high-end furniture after their 
release from prison. 

9.00 My Big Fat Gypsy Fortune. 
Documentary revealing the 
secrets of the Traveller 
economy, showing how 
those in the community earn 
their money and fund the 
extravagant ceremonies seen 
in Big Fat Gypsy Weddings. 
10.00 Film: Juno. (2007) A 

teenager who gets pregnant 
after a one-night stand with 
her best friend goes in 
search of the perfect parents 
to adopt her baby. Comedy, 
starring Ellen Page. 

11.50 Film: Cocktail. (1988) 

Drama, starring Tom Cruise. 
1.40 Southland. (R) 2.20 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 3.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 
(R) 4.55 Countdown. (R) 5.40 
Baking Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Chloe’s Closet. 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Bananas in 
Pyjamas. (R) 7.15 Animal Antics. 
(R) 7.20 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 

7.35 Mio Mao. (R) 7.40 City of 
Friends. (R) 7.50 Castle Farm. (R) 
7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and 
His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 8.40 
Milkshake! Show Songs. (R) 8.45 
Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.25 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 9.40 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.55 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 10.10 Power Rangers: 
Super Samurai. (R) 10.45 Batman: 
The Brave and the Bold. 11.15 
Disney Shorts: How to Play 
Football. (R) 11.20 Monkey Life. 

(R) 11.50 Cowboy Builders. (R) 

12.50 Film: Practical Magic. 
(1998)2.55 Film: The Secret 
Garden. (1993) 5.00 Film: 
Stepmom. (1998) 

7.15 5 News Weekend. 

7.20 Film: Big Daddy. (1999) 
Comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler. 

9.00 Once Upon a Time. Regina 
regains her magical powers. 
10.00 Person of Interest. A 

National Security Agency 
analyst learns of the 
Machine’s existence. 

11.00 Film: Ultraviolet. (2006) 
Futuristic thriller, starring 
Milla Jovovich. 

12.45 Campus PD. 1.15 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Wildlife SOS. 

(R) 4.50 County Secrets. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.25 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.35 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Formula 1: The Chinese Grand 
Prix Highlights 8.00 The Voice UK 

9.30 Barely Legal Drivers 10.30 
Family Guy 11.15 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The First Master Chef: Michel 
Roux on Escoffier 8.00 The Century 
That Wrote Itself 9.00 When Frost 
Met Bakewell: Joan Bakewell at 80 
10.00 Bakewell at the BBC 11.00 
Motor Racing at the BBC: That 
Petrol Emotion 11.30 Imagine: Tom 
Jones - What Good Am I? 

ITV2 

3.40 Britain’s Got Talent 5.15 
Britain’s Got More Talent 6.15 Film: 
Kangaroo Jack (2003) 8.00 You’ve 
Been Framed! Family Special 9.00 
Film: The Shawshank Redemption 
(1994) 11.50 Celebrity Juice 
ITV3 

3.45 Lewis 5.50 Inspector Morse 
8.00 Film: Housesitter (1991) 
Romantic comedy, starring Steve 
Martin. 10.05 Blue Murder 11.40 
Film: Doc Hollywood (1991) 

ITV4 

11.00 Live Indian Premier League 
Cricket. Kolkata Knight Riders v 
Sunrisers Hyderabad and Rajasthan 
Royals v Kings XI Punjab. 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 
Film: The Krays (1990) 11.25 Film: 
Land of the Dead (2005) 

E4 

3.35 How I Met Your Mother 4.30 
Revenge 5.30 New Girl 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.30 The Mindy 
Project 8.00 Film: Big Momma’s 
House 2 (2006) 10.00 Rude Tube 
11.00 The Body Shocking Show 

11.30 2 Broke Girls 
Film4 

2.50 Charlotte’s Web (2006) 4.40 
Three Men and a Baby (1987) 6.40 
Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief 
(2010) 9.00 Crash (2004) 11.10 12 
Rounds(2008) 


HALF PRICE 

High Quality Riser Recliners 

Call us now for a free home trial or our full colour brochure 


0800 690 6915 


Family run business 
Matching sofas and chairs 
Positional Relief for Arthritic Pain 

Lifetime warranty available 
Exceptional comfort 
Many years’ experience 
Custom made to any size, weight 
or fabric 

Beds available in all sizes 



OP- 

Recliners 


*Kensington & Berkeley Models Only. 
T&C’s available on request 





ADAM&Y0U 


T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384672909 

Halesowen Motor House 
West Midlands 
0121 4622916 


Dudley Motor Company 
West Midlands 
01384 454100 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 672918 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). ADAM JAM 1.2i 16v VVT: Urban: 39.8 (7.1), Extra- 
urban: 67.3 (4.2), Combined: 53.5 (5.3). C0 2 emissions 124g/km. 

Model shown ADAM JAM1.2i16vVVT £11,255 plus Metallic Paint £525,17” Hurricane Alloys £300, Roof Colour Pack £200, Chrome Pack £125, Black Logo Bar £100, Splat Graphics on A+C Pillars £150, White Door Mirrors with Splat Graphics £100, Exterior Light Pack £200, RearView Mirror Splat Graphic £50, 
Advanced Park Assist inc. Side Blind Spot Detection £450. Total 0TR cost £13,455. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty 

























Page 28 STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, APRIL 11 2013 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


Monday 

Outlaw, Channel 5,11pm 

An Iraq war veteran returns to an increasingly lawless 
England and discovers thugs have taken over his 
neighbourhood and his wife is having an affair. Pushed to 
the edge, he assembles and trains disillusioned men to 
take matters into their own hands and deal with the 
criminals who have wronged them. Crime drama, starring 
Sean Bean, Danny Dyer and Bob Hoskins. (2007) 

Tuesday 

Like Minds, BBC1,11.35pm 

A prep school student is murdered, and suspicion 
immediately falls on a classmate who was found 
standing over the body. A psychologist is brought in to 
interview the suspect, discovering a strange tale of 
ancient secret societies and the disturbing bond that 
developed between the two boys. Crime thriller, starring 
Toni Collette and Richard Roxburgh. (2006) 

Wednesday 

Bend It Like Beckham, BBC1,11.05pm 

An English schoolgirl tries to hide her passion for 
football from her strict Indian parents, knowing they 
disapprove of her tomboyish love of the game. However, 
when a semi-professional player sees her in action, she 
is offered a place on a team, forcing her to come up 
with a complex plan to keep her sporting career under 
wraps. Comedy, with Parminder Nagra, Keira Knightley, 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers and Juliet Stevenson. (2002) 



Thursday 

Exit Wounds, Channel 5,10pm 

A maverick cop, transferred to a tough new precinct, 
determines to make a difference to the lawless streets, 
but he comes to realise his fellow officers are even 
more corrupt than the local hoods - and are on the 
verge of completing a major drug deal. Thriller, starring 
Steven Seagal and Isaiah Washington. (2001) 

Friday 

Forgetting Sarah Marshall, ITV, 10.35pm 

A musician is devastated when his actress girlfriend 
leaves him, and he tries to cure his broken heart with a 
holiday in Hawaii. Unfortunately, his efforts to forget the 
past are scuppered when his ex turns out to be staying 
at the same resort, with her new boyfriend - a 
successful rock star - in tow. Romantic comedy, starring 
Jason Segel, Kristen Bell and Russell Brand. (2008) 

Butterfly on aWheel, BBC1,11.55pm 

A couple expect a ransom demand when their daughter 
is kidnapped - but the mysterious criminal responsible 
is not interested in money. Instead, the kidnapper insists 
they obey his every instruction over the next 24 hours. 
Thriller, starring Pierce Brosnan. (2007) 


The search for a star 
to light up our lives 


ack in the mid-1970s, when 
Simon Cowell was a teenager 
with big dreams of fame and 
fortune, host Derek Hobson welcomed 
countless acts to the ATV studios for 
New Faces. 

Although the show was a launch 
pad for the likes of Lenny Henry and 
Victoria Wood, in retrospect the format 
was more like Phoenix Nights’ 
auditions than prime-time Saturday 
night. 

A good idea, but a limited budget, 
drab set and male-dominated judging 
panel meant it was in need of glamour 
and pizzazz. By June 2007, things had 
changed as Cowell launched his 
version of the good old-fashioned 
talent show. 

Britain’s Got Talent, ITV, Saturday, 

7pm not only struck a chord with the 
masses, it became an annual 
institution. 

That first run aired on consecutive 
nights on ITV1, with the first five 
shows featuring the audition stages, 
held in London, Cardiff, Birmingham 
and Manchester. 

The final four episodes were the live 
semi-finals and final, with opera singer 


Paul Potts emerging as the winner of 
the public vote. 

It was watched by more than 
11 million viewers, so little wonder ITV 
bosses were left hungry for more. In 
the years that followed, we’ve seen 
dancer George Sampson, dance 
troupe Diversity, acrobatic outfit 
Spelbound, singer Jai McDowall, and 
dancing dog act Ashleigh and Pudsey 
all clinch victory, with last year’s live 
final on May 12 attracting 12.5million 
viewers. Ashleigh and Pudsey also 
went home half-a-million pounds 
richer thanks to the highest payout in 
BGT’s history. 

Which brings us to this year’s 
contest as recent chart-busters Ant 
and Dec return for another selection 
of weird and wonderful acts hoping to 
launch their careers, get their hands 
(or paws) on that cash, and perform at 
the Royal Variety Performance in 
December. 

The latest auditions kicked off on 
January 7 this year, and now is your 
first chance to see the good, the bad 
and the downright dreadful. Of course, 
as Susan Boyle proved, you don’t 
even need to win the show to become 
a global sensation. _ 


Runners up Stavros Flatley, Twist & 
Pulse and Paul Burling proved good 
value for money on home turf, but the 
viral appeal of Su-Bo’s I Dreamed A 
Dream audition not only won a 
worldwide fanbase, but also helped 
greenlight an Oscar-winning movie 
version of Les Miserables. Who knows 
what this year’s contestants are 
capable of achieving? 

One woman who’s thrilled to be 
back on the judging panel is Amanda 
Holden. “I can’t wait. It’ll be really 
interesting to see the dynamic and 
see whether David Walliams will be 
able to get away with murder like he 
did last year,” she laughs. Along with 
Messrs McPartlin and Donnelly, 
Holden is the thread that ties all the 
series together, honking her way 
through act after act with THAT laugh, 
and some often brilliant soundbites, 
such as her retort to a grumpy Cowell 
in one episode: “Get back in your 
cave, Voldemort.” 

It’s anyone’s guess what wonders 
awaits judges Cowell, Holden, 
Walliams and Alesha Dixon, but given 
the show’s track record, you can bet 
it’ll be bizarre, occasionally moving 
and a lot of fun. 



Best of the Rest 


Monday 
Broadchurch 
ITV, 9pm 

In recent years, mainstream TV drama has been 
criticised for dumbing down, for being bland and 
predictable with little in the way of imagination. But 
every now and then, a programme comes along 
that stands out from the crowd thanks to its 
gripping storyline that keeps viewers guessing right 
to its final moments - and, we’re pleased to say, 
Broadchurch is one such series. We’re about to see 
the penultimate edition, and Dl Alec Hardy could 
certainly use a break as the stresses and strains of 
finding the culprit continue to take their toll on his 
fragile health. A vital clue finally turns up that could 
unlock the mysteries surrounding Danny’s death - 
but who will it implicate? 

The Hoarder Next Door 
Channel 4, 9pm 

It’s that time of year again - the dreaded spring 
clean. If you’ve been up to your marigold cuffs in 
suds and dusters already, only to despair at the 
amount you’ve still got left to do, take the time to 
watch this new documentary series and remember 
- it could be a whole lot worse! Here, 
psychotherapist Stelios Kiosses and his team 
return to help extreme collectors restore order to 
their homes. First up is Sarah from Dorset, a single 
mum whose two-bedroom flat is becoming lost 
beneath a pile of clutter - a fact which doesn’t sit 
well with her teenage son, Ally. Meanwhile, London 
bachelor Roddy’s five-storey home is brimming 
with ancient newspapers dating back 30 years. Talk 
about old news. 


Tuesday 
The Syndicate 
BBC1,9pm 

This week it’s the turn of Alan to learn the hard 
way that money isn’t everything. ‘Alan has made 
bad decisions in his life and the fact that he 
suddenly has money doesn’t stop him from making 
those decisions,” says Mark Addy, who plays him. 
Alcoholic Alan has been sober since his wife and 
kids left him, but he falls off the wagon in 
spectacular fashion after his numbers come up. He 
also splashes out on a makeover and various 
luxury items, but realises he’d prefer to have 
somebody to share his good fortune with. 

Royal Paintbox 
ITV, 10.35pm 

Members of the Royal Family spend much of 
their home life surrounded by great art. So 
there’s no wonder that a few of them have 
been inspired by their surroundings to pick 
up a paintbrush. It’s well-known that Prince 
Charles loves nothing better than dabbling 
in watercolours while relaxing out of the 
limelight; it’s rather fitting, then, that he 
will be presenting this one-off 
documentary which features works 
several of his forebears, including 
Queen Victoria, King George III, 

Mary Queen of Scots and his own 
father, the Duke of Edinburgh. The 
Prince’s cousin, Sarah Armstrong 
Jones, herself a working artist, will 
also discuss the subject during 
her first-ever TV interview. 


Wednesday 
Scott & Bailey 
ITV, 9pm 

Domestic matters loom large this week. Gill’s son 
Sammy announces his engagement, and although 
she likes his fiancee, Orla, she can’t help worry 
that at 19, he’s rushing into such a commitment. 
Meanwhile, Sean suspects that Rachel has been 
unfaithful after taking a call from a mystery man, 
and Janet persuades Ade to live with his new 
girlfriend before asking her mother to move in with 
her. Thankfully, the women have a professional 
matter to distract them, namely the 
^ murder of family man Eddie while 
k his wife was away for the 
^ weekend. The prime suspect is 
i his son Daniel, until it becomes 

I clear that Eddie was living a 
double life that made him 
vulnerable to exploitation. 

Thursday 
The Intern 
Channel 4, 9pm 

It’s the eternal Catch-22 of the 
employment market - you can’t 
get a job because you haven’t 
got the experience, and you 
can’t get the experience 
because you haven’t got a 
job. Or at least, that’s the 
way it used to be until 
Hilary Devey decided to 
shake things up a bit. This 
week, she’s 



tackling journalism, as 20-year-old Lizzie, 21-year- 
old John and 27-year-old Dan are given trainee 
reporter positions on The Sunday Sport. The trio 
have just one week to prove to the editor that they 
have the drive and tenacity needed to get their 
names into print and secure a job in one of Britain’s 
most competitive industries. 

Friday 

The Ice Cream Girls 
ITV, 9pm 

ITV is more than capable of holding its own where 
top-notch dramas are concerned. In recent weeks, 
we’ve been treated to the superb Lightfields, and of 
course there’s the one that everyone’s talking about 
- Broadchurch. And it’s by no means going to dent 
that reputation with this latest effort. Based on 
Dorothy Koomson’s novel, it follows two women, 
Serena Gorringe and Poppy Carlisle, who as 
vulnerable teenagers were accused of murdering 
their school teacher, Mr Halnsley. Seventeen years 
after that fateful night, Poppy, recently released 
from prison for the murder, maintains her 
innocence and is determined to track down her 
former friend to find out what really happened. 
Lorraine Burroughs and Jodhi May star. 

Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Channel 4,10pm 

This week, fun certainly won’t be in short supply - 
for a start, that’s the name of his musical guests. 
The US band fun. will be performing their new 
single All Alone. Alan is also joined by comedian Bill 
Bailey, who will be talking about his latest stand-up 
tour, the intriguingly named Qualmpeddler. 



"5kg white sugar paste' 
_ £14.99 


Occasional Cakes 


TEL Ot 384 402204 


Bostin' Balloons 


bee our new 
website for our 
cake decorating 




i %j®. I 


Royal 



Royal Ascot is a national institution and 
the premier sporting and social event in 
the summer calendar. 


FROM £89 9S * 

Day trip departing Thursday, June 20 

Price includes: 

• Return coach travel 

• Entrance to the Silver Ring* 

(Grandstand Admission upgrades offered) 

• A brunch-time full English breakfast 
with a glass of sparkling wine 

• The Silver Ring enclosure is an informal area 
of Royal Ascot, but many racegoers choose to 
dress up for the occasion. 

An overnight break is also available 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


See top class thoroughbreds and world-famous 
jockeys competing in six races including the 
legendary Gold Cup, a battle of stamina and 
determination and one of the most sought after 
prizes in flat racing. 

Royal Ascot Ladies day is a fashion show like 
no other where the designer creations and 
millinery masterpieces reach their zenith and the 
elegance of the ladies’ outfits is matched only 
by the flair of their hats. 

Entrance to the Silver Ring enclosure is included 
where there are plenty of bars, food outlets, big 
screen TVs and live musical entertainment. As 
the action begins there are excellent views of 
the Royal Procession and all the afternoon’s 
racing. 

A stop will be made on the way to Ascot at a 
hotel where a glass of sparkling wine and a 
brunch-time full English breakfast will be served. 



For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton 


1TRAVEL 


The British Grand Prix 

Day excursion departing June 30 

FROM £199 95 



Few sporting occasions match the intensity, glamour 
and drama of the Formula 1 British Grand Prix, and 
whether you are a wide-eyed first timer or seasoned 
veteran the experience is breathtaking. 


The British Grand Prix is the oldest race in the 
Formula 1 calendar, reaching its 63rd anniversary 
in 2013. Originally a Second World War airfield, 
Silverstone has hosted the race regularly since 1950 
and is famous for being one of the fastest and most 
challenging tracks on the FI calendar. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 




• Return coach travel 

• An early start to arrive at Silverstone for 6.30am 

• One-day General Admission ticket (upgrades offered) 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for terms and conditions. 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



M 

p 

3 

J 

t 

5 

E 

6 

B 

7 

X 

8 

K 

9 

G 

10 

C 

R 

12 

V 

13 

H 

14 

s 

15 

1 

16 

L 

17 

U 

18 

w 

19 

D 

20 

Y 

21 

N 

22 

A 

23 

z 

24 

F 

25 

Q 

26 

o 


Double Crossword 

m 

H 

□ 

R 

□ 

R 

□ 

H 

L. 

H 

-1 

Sudoku 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Alec shot it, per¬ 
haps. Not a friendly 
deed! (7,3) 

7. It counts as a 
hazard for ramblers 
(5) 

8. Wild at having it 
turned into foreign 
currency (7) 

10. A count will confirm 
it (5-3) 

11. Long period return 
to a district (4) 

13. Describes a sailor 
given a mission (6) 

15. A practical lesson 
to be drawn, but 
not concerned with 
ethics (6) 

17. Drop and damage 

(4) 

18. Give one time for 
transgression (8) 

21. A target, maybe, for 
yachtsmen (7) 

22. Vassal for example 
caught in falsehood 

(5) 

23. A wife is apparently 
preferable to noth¬ 
ing at all (6,4) 


Down 

1. If you have a 
complaint you may 
resort to this (5) 

2. Imposing corporal 
punishment (8) 

3. Pouring in, in a 
state of change (6) 

4. Made up cheese (4) 

5. He may bring food 
from the terrace (7) 

6. Teacher after a job 
as a slave - driver 
( 10 ) 

9. A daring aspirant to 
sporting fame (10) 

12. It’s always used up 
when needed (8) 

14. It helps an artiste 
to perform brilliantly 
(7) 

16. I’m not one to 
weaken (6) 

19. It’s bound to contain 
stalks (5) 

20. It will be in bad taste 
to let it stand (4) 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Likeness (10) 

7. Plain (5) 

8. Prop (7) 

10. Foreman (8) 

11. Signify (4) 

13. Beverage of the gods (6) 
15. Mourn (6) 

17. Dry (4) 

18. Sledge (8) 

21. Walked warily (7) 

22. Wrong (5) 

23. Component (10) 


Down 

1. Sift (5) 

2. Crack shot (8) 

3. Reduce (6) 

4. Kind (4) 

5. Bishopric (7) 

6. Book-keeper (10) 

9. Compassion (10) 

12. Claim unduly (8) 

14. Shoemaker’s saint (7) 
16. Squalid (6) 

19. Sinfulness (5) 

20. Rain heavily (4) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


Make sitting & rising easier from only £199 FREE 7-14 day delivery 


on many 
models L 



, RECLINERS 
& RISER 
RECLINERS* 

many with 
matching 



RECLINING 
SWIVEL CHAIRS 

makes turning easy 



qualifying customers rOOtStOOl 

Phone 01924 507050 


For FREE catalogue, fabrics 
card, and direct prices. 

7-DAY 'NO QUIBBLE' MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


DROP-ARM SOFAS 

from £499 



IDEAL GUEST BED 


QUOTE 
PA13 


ELECTRICALLY 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS* 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Turn out; 7 Droll; 9 Dip; 10 
Henrietta; 12 First person; 15 Take your bow; 17 
Sprinkler; 19 End; 21 Itchy; 22 Replete. Down: 1 
Cupid; 2 One; 3 Mule; 4 Green room; 5 Glutton; 

8 Proper; 11 Limelight; 13 Stocks; 14 Carpets; 

16 Unity; 18 Even; 20 Alf. QUICK - Across: 6 
Proceed; 7 Corps; 9 Use; 10 Annulment; 12 
Speculation; 15 Preliminary; 17 Dangerous; 19 
New; 21 Loose; 22 Agitate. Down: 1 Dress; 2 
Act; 3 Mean; 4 Dormitory; 5 Opinion; 8 Sullen; 11 
Apologise; 13 Camera; 14 Creator; 16 Petty; 18 
Urge; 20 Sty. 

Cut out and post this coupon for FREE 
catalogue, fabrics card & direct prices 



Available 
memory foam 


pocket sprung mattresses 

STORES NATIONWIDE 


I Postcode. 

| HSL, (DEPT. PA13), 
I FREEPOST LS6434, 
VICTORIA ROAD, 


IF NOT DELIGHTED WE'LL COLLECT FREE WWW.hSlCriairS.COITl 1 DEWSBURY WF13 2BR 



Vlb I NAM 

and Cambodia 


Price includes: 

• Return scheduled flights 

• Thirteen nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Five lunches 

• Visits to the major sights of Vietnam and Cambodia 

• Guided tours of Hanoi, Hue and Saigon 

• Cruise aboard a converted Chinese junk visiting caves 
and grottoes at Halong Bay. 

• Visit the Cu Chi tunnels in Saigon 

• Full-day cruise along the mighty Mekong River delta 

• Visit the ancient city and temples of Angkor, Cambodia 

• Guided tour of Phnom Penh 

• Single rooms subject to availbility - supplement applies 

• varies according to departure dates please go 
to website for the latest availability and prices 


The beautiful country of Vietnam is a mosaic of 
mist-shrouded mountains, vibrant green forests, a 
patch-work of rice paddies and pristine white beaches, 
whilst its villages and cities are custodians of the 
culture and monuments of a unique 2,000 year old 
civilisation. 

In the past few years Vietnam has opened its doors 
to the world and much has changed. Today, in one of 
the world’s last communist countries, the motorcycles 
and western dress of the youth happily co-exist with 
orange-clad Buddist monks and political posters from 
a different era. 

On this 16-day tour you will visit Hue, one of the country’s 
most beautiful small towns and the former imperial capital. 
Here you will be able to see the amazing Citadel and its 
imperial Forbidden City, as well as the magnificent 
seven-storied Thien Mu pagoda, a working Buddhist shrine. 

Contorted by years of erosion, explore the staggeringly 
beautiful rock formations of Halong Bay, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site from on board a converted Chinese junk. Then 
in Saigon you will be taken on a visit to the Cu Chi tunnels, a 
complex underground network which provided a base for the 
Vietcong from which to attack US forces. You will see the 
tunnels themselves and examples of the many mantraps and 
stake pits which protected them. 

The overwhelming image of Vietnam is that of a country 
blessed with extraordinary beauty and the friendly 
Vietnamese always courteous and proud to show of their 
wonderful country. 

In Cambodia you can experience the haunting soft 
morning light rise over the eerie temples of Angkor. Then later 
discover the huge fortified 13th century city of Angkor Thom, 
with its five monumental gates, and 300ft wide moat - its 
centre containing one of Angkor’s most remarkable sites, the 
temple of Bayon. 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


16 days FROM £1,899* 

Various departure dates 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


G & J STARKEY LIMITED 

VEHICLE TECHNICIANS 




>1 P M I 

* •• INI .M 


Replacement parts of the 
same quality as the original, 
so manufacturer’s warranties 
are not affected. 

“We don’t offer free MOTs 
or servicing at a price so low 
that you wonder what has 
been done to your vehicle - 
You pay affordable prices and 
get a quality job done!’’ 

Owners Derek and Louise 
live in the Stourbridge area 
and offer a collection and 
delivery service to make life 
easier for you! 
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Sek t i 

Property Management Ltd 


Tel: 01384 277701 


Fax: 01384 277720 


WOODSETTON 


GREAT BRIDGE 




I £595 pcm 

I Semi Detached Property, 

1 Lounge, Dining Room, 

I Kitchen, Three Bedrooms, 
I Bathroom, Front & Rear 
I Gardens, Gas Central 
1 Heating, Unfurnished 


SEDGLEY ROAD 
I £595 pcm 

I Mid Terrace Property, Lounge, I 
I Dining Room, Kitchen, 

I Bathroom with shower, Three 
I Large Bedrooms, First Floor 
I WC, Front & Rear Gardens, 

I Gas Central Heating, Double 
iGlazing, Parking at rear 


I £370 pcm 

I Apartment, Entrance Hall, 
1 Lounge, Kitchen, One 
I Bedroom, Bathroom, 

I Economy Seven Heating, 
I Private Parking, Security 
l Entrance Door 


BOURNE STREET 
I £375 pcm 

I Modern Apartment, Lounge, 
I Kitchen, Large Bedroom, 

I Bathroom, Unfurnished, 

Iai located Parking 



KINGSWINFORD UPPER GORNAL WOODSETTON TIVIDALE 



ROWLEY REGIS 


KINGSWINFORD 








TIPTON 


PENSNETT 


UPPER GORNAL 


DUDLEY 





rtHomeoiProperty 



Call Taylors estate agent for details of the house in Perrott Gardens, offers of £124,950 are being invited 


A BEAUTIFULLY presented and 
improved mews-style two bedroom 
home in Brierley Hill is for sale priced 
at £124,950. 

The property in Perrott Gardens, 
Clockfields, benefits from gas central 
heating and double glazing with 
accommodation briefly comprising of 
refitted kitchen and re-appointed 
bathroom. 

On the ground floor the sitting 
room, 14ft lOin by 12ft, has a feature 


brick built fireplace, raised tile 
hearth and gas fire while the 
kitchen - 9ft 5in by 5ft lOin - has a 
range of base and wall units. 

In addition, the kitchen also has 
roll edge work surfaces, stainless 
steel sink drainer with mixer tap, four 
burner gas hob with electric oven 
below and stainless steel extractor, 
plumbing for automatic washing 
machine and further appliance space. 

On the first floor are two bedrooms 


and a bathroom with white suite 
including bath with shower over and 
screen, pedestal wash hand basin and 
WC. 

Outside the home is set back 
behind an easily manageable frontage 
with pebbled drive and plants and 
shrubs, while to the rear is a slabbed 
patio, shaped lawn with borders, 
plants and shrubs. 

Call Taylors on 01384 265265 for 
more details. 


Redevelopment scheme 
for listed manor house 


AWARD-WINNING Black 
Country developer Selbourne 
Homes is set to start work on 
a prestigious housing 
scheme in the grounds of an 
historic Stourbridge manor 
house following a six year 
wait to gain planning permis¬ 
sion. 

The unique development of 14 three- 
, four- and five-bedroom houses at the 
Grade II listed Wordsley Manor has 
been sympathetically designed to 
respect the historic setting. 

As part of the scheme, Selbourne will 
be carrying out work to protect and 
preserve the 18th century manor 
house for future generations, as well as 
the natural habitat for the area’s 
wildlife. 

Selbourne Homes managing direc¬ 
tor Gavin Warr said: “We’ve been 
working on this scheme for a number 
of years so we’re really looking forward 
to actually getting started on site. 

Scheme 

“Without doubt, this will be one of 
the most exciting developments we 
have ever been involved in. Our aim is 
to create a scheme that looks like it was 
built as part of the original estate 
grounds and every property will have 
its own unique character that reflects 
the site’s history and location.” 

Situated off Meadowfields Close in 
Wordsley, the homes have been clev¬ 
erly designed to combine traditional 
exteriors with 21st century interiors 
and all the properties will be built to 
exacting standards by skilled crafts¬ 
men. 

Properties range from cottage-style 
homes to two, luxury five bedroom 
houses which have been designed to 
look like a converted stable block. 

In keeping with the site’s heritage, 
there is also a gatehouse and all prop¬ 
erties are close to local retail and 
leisure amenities including parkland 
and the canal. 

Prices range from £220,000 to 
£300,000 and nine properties will be 
built in the first phase of construction 
which is expected to begin in June. 

For further details of the properties 
and to register your interest phone 
01562 888161. 

Alternatively, go to the website at 
www.selbournehomes.com 



Selbourne Homes will be protecting and preserving Wordsley Manor 
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TOWN & COUNTRY 


PROPERTY SERVICES 



OAKFIELD AVENUE KINGSWINFORD 


An Impressive And recently refurbished four bedrrom detached property with 
accommodation to comprise of : Entrance hall, lounge, dining room, break¬ 
fast kitchen, rear lobby, downstairs WC, four bedrooms, Master with en-suite, 
bathroom and garage/utility. The property further boasts Gas central heating, 
double glazing, hot tub, sauna, front and rear gardens and sweeping block 
paved driveway affording off road parking. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = D DSS: NO CHILDREN: YES PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO 
£1200PCM 



HAGLEY ROAD OLDSWINFORD 


A very well presented Three storey, Three bedroom End Terrace Property, in close proximity to 
all local amenities and Stourbridge Town Centre. Accomodation comprises: Lounge, Dining 
Room, Kitchen with newly fitted units including oven/hob, three bedrooms the third having a 
veluxe window and Bathroom with white suite comprising of WC, wash hand basin, bath and 
shower. The property further benefits from having cellar, gas central heating and courtyard. UN¬ 
FURNISHED. EPC RATING = D DSS: NO PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO CHILDREN: YES 


E700PCM 



CHURCH ROAD LYE 


A double fronted two bedroom Victorian semi detached property with accommoda¬ 
tion to comprise of: Entrance hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, two bedrooms and 
bathroom. The property further benefits from having gas central heating, double glaz¬ 
ing and enclosed side and rear gardens with gated off road parking. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = E DSS: NO CHILDREN: YES PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO 
E595PCM 



SCAFFELL ROAD AMBLECOTE 


A very well presented three bedroom semi detached property situated 
in a popular residential location with accommodation to comprise of: 
Reception hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, three bedrooms and family bath¬ 
room. The property further benefits from having garage, off road park¬ 
ing, rear garden, gas central heating and double glazing. 

PART FURNISHED EPC RATING = D DSS: NO CHILDREN: YES 
PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO 

£600PCM 



MAYNARD AVENUE NORTON 


A well presented three bedroom end terrace property situated in a pop¬ 
ular residential location, accommodation to comprise of : Reception 
hall, dining room, lounge, kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom, the 
property further benefits form gas central heating, majority double glaz¬ 
ing and front and rear gardens. UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = E 
DSS: NO PETS: NO CHILDREN: YES SMOKERS: NO 

£650PCM 



KINGSWINFORD ROAD 


An extremely well presented three bedroom semi 
detached property situated in a popular residential 
location with accommodation to comprise of lounge, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, utility, downstairs WC, 
three bedrooms and bathroom. The property further 
benefits from gas central heating, double glazing and 
off road parking. UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = E 
DSS: NO CHILDREN:YES PETS:MAY 

SMOKERS:NO 

£595PCM 



hhhebe 


A two bedroom mid terrace property situated 
popular residential location close to Stourbridge 
Town Centre. Accommodation comprises of 
kitchen, diner, lounge, two bedrooms and 
bathroom. The property further benefits from gas 
central heating, partial double glazing, rear 
garden and off road parking to the rear. 
UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = E DSS:NO 
PETS:NO CHILDREN:YES SMOKERS:NO 

£525pcm 



^SHFIELD CRESCENT WOLLESCOTE 


A well presented three bedroom semi detached 
property situated in a popular residential location. 
Accommodation comprise of lounge, kitchen, 
conservatory, three bedrooms, and house bathroom. 
The property further benefits from gas central heating, 
double glazing, enclosed rear garden and paved 
foregarden affording off road parking UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = E DSS:NO CHILDREN: YES 
PETS: NO SMOKERS:NO 

£525PCM 



'HE QUARTER CLARENCE STREET UPPER GORNAL 


An Extremely well presented two bedroom 
terrace property situated in a popular 
residential location. The accommodation 
comprises of lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms 
and bathroom. The property further benefits 
from gas central heating and double glazing. 
Unfurnished DSS:YES PETS:NO 

CHILDREN:YES SMOKEFSS:NO 

£525PCM 



BROOK STREET LYE 


A three bedroom mid terrace property situated in a popular residential location with ac¬ 
commodation to comprise of: Lounge, kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom, the prop¬ 
erty further benefits from having gas central heating, double glazing, garage, driveway 
affording off road parking and enclosed rear garden consisting of lawn and patio area. 
UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = D DSS: NO CHILDREN: YES PETS: NO SMOK¬ 
ERS: NO 


£525PCM 



HAMMERSLEY CLOSE CRADLEY HEATH 


An extremely well presented two bedroom starter 
home in a popular residential location. 
Accommodation comprises of entrance hall,lounge, 
fitted kitchen, family bathroom and two bedrooms. 
The property further benefits from gas central heating 
and double glazing, enclosed rear garden and off 
road parking. UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = D 
DSS:NO PETS:NO CHILDREN: YES 
SMOKERS:NO 

£525PCM 





An extremely well presented two bedroom 
property situated in a popular residential 
location. The accommodation comprises of 
entrance, lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom, and 
two bedrooms. The property further benefits 
from gas central heating, double glazing and 
allocated parking. 

UNFURNISHED DSS: May Consider Pets: 
No Children:Yes Smokers:No 

£525PCM 



An extremely well presented refurbished three 
bedroom semi detached property. Accommodation 
comprises of entrance hall, lounge, fitted kitchen 
including appliances, bathroom, three bedrooms and 
WC. The property further benefits from gas fire central 
heating, double glazing and front and rear gardens. 
Viewing Highly recommended. 

UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = D 

DSS: NO PETS:NO CHILDREN:YES 

SMOKERS:NO 

£495PCM 


GRAMPIAN ROAD PENFIELDS 



A well presented two 
bedroom unfurnished 
semi detached property 
with accommodation to 
comprise of entrance hall, 
lounge, fitted kitchen, two 
bedrooms and bathroom. 
The property further ben¬ 
efits from gas central 
heating, off road parking 
and garage Unfurnished 
DSS:NO CHIL¬ 

DREN'S SMOK- 
ERS:NO PETS:NO 



BEECHDALE PERRYHILL ROAD 


A Two Bedroom Ground Floor Apartment situated in a popular residential location 
with accommodation to comprise of: Entrance Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Two Bedrooms 
and Bathroom. The property further benefits from having double glazing,electric 
heating, communal grounds, off road parking and enbloc garage. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = D DSS: NO CHILDREN: YES PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO. 

£475PCM 



REDHOLME COURT REDHILL 


An Unfurnished two bedroom first floor apartment 
located within walking distance of Stourbridge Town 
Centre. Accommodation to comprise of: Entrance door 
with security code, private entrance hall, lounge with 
feature fireplace, fitted kitchen with cooker,bathroom, 
two bedrooms and ample storage cupboards. The 
property further benefits from night storage heating, 
communal gardens and single garage. 
UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = D DSS: NO 
CHILDREN: NO PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO 

£475PCM 



NETHEREND LANE CRADLEY HEATH 


An extremely well presented one bedroom 
ground floor flat situated in a popular residential 
location with accommodation to comprise of 
lounge, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom. The 
property further benefits from double glazing 
and storage heaters. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = C DSS:NO PETS:NO 
CHILDREN:NO SMOKERS:NO 

£395PCM 



DADFORD VIEW BRIERLEY HILL 


An extremely well presented second floor apartment within a 
popular residential location within easy access to Brierley Hill 
and Merry Hill Centre. Accommodation comprises of Communal 
entrance, private entrance hall with built in storage cupboard, 
lounge, fully fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bathroom. The 
property further benefits from partial storage heating and double 
glazing. Viewing is stronly recommended. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = E 

DSS:NO CHILDREN:YES PETS:NO 

SMOKERS:NO 


£395PCM 


Call us for FREE valuation — 


on 


01384 444855 

-or email:- 

lettings@townandcoufltrypropertyservices.co.uk 



FOXDALE DRIVE BRIERLEY HILL 


An extremely well presented one bedroom starter 
home situated in a popular residential location with 
accommodation to comprise of: Open plan 
kitchen/lounge, bedroom and bathroom. The 
property further benefits from having eleetric heating, 
double glazing, small open plan fore gardenwith 
patio area and allocated parking. UNFURNISHED 
EPC RATING = D DSS: NO CHILDREN: NO 
PETS: NO SMOKERS: NO 

E395PCM 



DADFORD VIEW BRIERLEY HILL 


A well presented one bedroom ground floor 
apartment situated in a popular residential 
location and benefitting from double glazing and 
allocated parking. The accommodation 
comprises: Entrance Porch, Open plan 

Lounge/Kitchen, Inner Hall with built-in airing 
cupboard, Bathroom and Bedroom. 
UNFURNISHED EPC RATING = D DDS: NO 
CHILDREN: NO SMOKERS: NO PETS: NO 

E370PCM 
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_ ft ft ^P ft ft There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

ClQSSITIGCl 01902 317878 


www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


ONUN EXfREE ADVERTS) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

v^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u in 

© B M 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 



(Conditions apply) 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 


Religious Notices 


Christadelphian 


THE PROMISES OF GOD - THEIR 
RELEVANCE TODAY The 

promise to Abraham. April 14 at 
6pm, The Community Centre, 
High Street, Kingswinford, Or 
write to The Christadelphians, 
FREEPOST WV1681 Kingswin¬ 
ford DY6 9BR for free informa¬ 
tion pack or ring 01384 278585 for 
recorded message. 




personal 


ADULT CONTACT CLUB in this 
area! Men needed urgently! We 
also welcome ladies and couples. 
Free membership 08451 647804 



DID YOU WORK AT THE 
PARK HALL HOTEL 


Wolverhampton, late 1970’s, 
1990’s? 

Are you interested in a 
reunion? 

Box Number P18461, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 



GENTLEMAN 59 

Slim, genuinely single WLTM 
similar lady 46-56 for long 
term relationship. 

I’m trustworthy, caring, likes 
walks, sports, nights in and 
out. 

Box Number P18464, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


GENTLEMAN 

WLTM Genlteman 60 - 75 for 
friendship, fun and outings. 

Box Number P18466, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


# 

INCORRIGIBLE MALE, 60. 

Good looking, fit, with wide 
interests and comfortable 
lifestyle. WLTM an attractive 
lady to share lots of quality 
time with. 

Photo please and returned. 

Box Number P18460, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 

Ur > * f 

} v 1 c 


# 

LADY 

WLTM a caring, kind 
gentleman 75 + for friendship 
and to share some home 
cooking. 

Lives close to Brierley Hill. 
If car own will share 
expenses. 

Box Number P18469, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


IT 


# 

LADY MID 70 S 

Young at heart, GSOH, car 
driver, WLTM sincere 
gentleman, 70-79 for 
companionship, outings, 
holidays. 

Wolverhampton/surrounding 

areas. 

Box Number P18468, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


# 

SLIM ATTRACTIVE MAN 

50, Caring, Good sense of 
humour, likes country walks 
and meals out and good 
conversation. 

Would like to meet lady 40-55 
for evenings out and 
friendship. 

Box Number P18351, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 



TALL MALE 50 

Honest, kind, quiet, seeks 
similar lady for friendship 
and romance. 

Box Number P18470, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


# 

WIDOW 81 

Would like to meet 
Gentleman of similar age, for 
companionship / friendship 
to spend time together. 
Wombourne and surrounding 
areas. 

Box Number P18463, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV11ES. 

* 


0 ^ 

YOUNG BUCKS FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Fun football coaching 
sessions for children aged 2-5, 
on Saturday mornings at 
Aldersley High School. 

All FA / First Aid Qualified 
and CRB checked coaches. 

For more info call Chris 
07746 781500. 01902 741189. 
c.buckard@youngbucks 
football.co.uk 
# \ 


BFC FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET 
CLOSING DOWN 

Due to Relocation. 
Everything must go 


100’s of divan beds-all sizes-including storage-drawers- 
ottoman-sliders-faux leather & fabric, electric & massage. 
Divan sets: Singles from £49. Doubles from £69. King size 
from £79-Pocket sprung-reflex & memory foam-orthopaedic, 
We’ve got the lot! 

Save up to 50% and 60% off display models-100’s of 
fashion beds and headboards, bedframes from £29. 
Headboards from £5. Bunk beds from £79. Triple sleeper 
bunks, mattresses from £29. Leading brand suites. 100’s 
of sofas from £99. Armchairs from £49.3-piece suites 
£299-Lazboy Recliner chairs £199. Power massage chairs, 
corner units £249. Pictures and Mirrors. Double Wardrobes 
£49. Chests £29. Bedsides £19. 


Open 7 days a week: Monday-Saturday:10am-6pm. 
Sunday: 10am-4pm. 

BFC-Bull Lane.Western Way Wednesbury. WS10 8RR 
0121 505 5829/07722344436 
_Major credit cards welcome._ 


aerials 
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Visit our showroom or call Ol 384 378252 


108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge DY8 4BS 
OPEN MON-SAT 9 am-5 pm 
FREE PARKING AT REAR 


MOBILITY SCOOTER. Pride Go 
Go Elite Traveller. Excellent con¬ 
dition. New batteries. £285. 

01384 822991. 


WHEELCHAIR lightweight, 
hardly used, £70. Rollator, £30. 
Transfer chair / rollator, £100. All 
good condition, 01902 454594. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £450. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 273617 


r ‘ X 

education & tuition 


STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 17264. 


items for sale 


\ 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY 

COLLECTIONS WANTED 
ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam. 

Also, Diecast, Dinky, Corgi, 
Spot On. 

Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569 or 07891713547 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


A DIECAST TOY CAR 



ALL TOYS CARS/LORRIES 
WANTED 

BEST PRICES PAID 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Mamod Steam Engines* 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s 
Tri-ang, cars or 
complete sets.* 

*01d Enamel Advertising 
Signs* 

*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, etc* 

01902 745598 or 07984 159571 


ABSOLUTELY THE BEST price 
given for single items or houses 
cleared. Antique, old, reproduc¬ 
tion. 01384 482155/ 07802 475693. 



TOY CARS WANTED 


Dinky, Corgi, Spot on Airfix 
Britains. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
World War 2 and earlier 
medals bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563 


URGENTLY REQUIRED. DVDs, 
CDs and Blu-rays, good prices 
paid, can collect. Call 07889 
467889 or 01905 20821. 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR All 

militaria and military items, 
single or full. Good prices paid. 
Will collect. 07592 290155. 


kitchens & 
bathrooms 


ROMAN shower enclosure, silver. 
RH quadrant offset with tray, 
1000 x 800. As new. £390. 

01902 750849. 

SOLID OAK kitchen, 16 cabinets, 
Neff appliances, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £750. 01922 456048. 


music shop 




DOUBLE BASS / bass guitarist 
seeks working band. Experi¬ 
enced, versatile, reliable. 

Dave 07747 686864. 


WANTED VOCALIST 

For alternative rock band. 
Into Muse, Ozrics, Hawkwind, 
Prog Rock. 

Own transport essential. 
Gigs and recordings booked. 

Call or text Dave on 
07960 771618. 


roofing 


VERSATILE ROOFING, flatroof, 
slate, tile, chimney repoint. Free 
quote. 01902 448032/07976 419915 


removals 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

We take the stress away 
with recession rates! 
We beat any price. 
Single items, Full houses, 
offices etc. 

40 years experience 

Call: 

07966 281957 


W CHEAPER 
f REMOVALS 

REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 
1 item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 
KINGSWINFORD REMOVALS 
recession rates-beat any quotes, 
fully experienced. 07966 281957. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! No 

Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley 
DY2 8JR, Est 30yrs, 01384 232359. 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Relaible service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


SAVE ON A SKIP LOAD Van loads 
from £25 to £80. OAP discounts. 
Prompt reliable service. Dean 
01384 823492/07772 315165 


\ 


sports & leisure 


ELECTRIC TREADMILL, 5 

months old, still new, upto 23st, 
heavy duty, £120. 01902 590000. 

tv/home 

entertainments 

SONY BRAVIA TV, 32ins in flat 
screen, cost over £750, new, in 
perfect condition, £150. 

01922 476882. 

service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


wedding bells 



A ALL YEAR DISCOUNT! White 
Rolls Cloud, Shadow & Vintage 
with free hire of Jaguar. 01384 
236188 / 01902 887628 www.elite- 
wedding-services. magix. net 


entertainment 


AWT ENTERTAINMENT 

Professional DJ for all occasions. 
Call Alan: 07980 241663 or visit: 
www.awtentertainment.co.uk 


function rooms 


COOKLEY VILLAGE HALL avail¬ 
able for Weddings and Functions 
call: 07867 518978. www.cook- 
leyvillagehall.co.uk 

FREE FUNCTION ROOM wed¬ 
dings, anniversaries, birthdays. 
Powerleague 01384266000 hale- 
sowen@powerleague.co.uk 


specialists at your 
service 


carpentry & joinery 


CRAFT WORK JOINERY 

Specialist Bespoke Carpentry 
and Joinery Service 

For a free quote call 
Stuart: 07921 087538 
www.craftworkjoinery.co.uk 


chimney sweeps 


m 

Gbclei 


himney Sweep 

Open fires, log burners, 
brush & vac service, 
clean & tidy, fully insured 
Call Brian Jenkins 

01384 239136 07980357901 


double glazing repairs 


rserrme 

\F 060 UIl\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

\df902 H889BI 


electrical services 

STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial 
work. 07786 858977/01902 846167. 

gardening services 



rfflRTl m?l fili] 


JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 
















































































































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

clissified 
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There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


guttering 


k& GUTTER CLEAN 

Drives, Patios & Conservatories 

FREE Call Out & Quotes: 

07969 117656 


painters / decorators 

A PAINTER/DECORATOR 

M.T.K City & Guilds Qualified. No 
Job to small, Free quotes Call 
Mark 01384 340930/07825 558940 
AFFORDABLE Painters, Deco¬ 
raters, Property Maintenance. 
OAP’s 30% off. Call 07580 275415. 
ANDY’S PAINTING & DECORAT¬ 
ING Services. Free quotes, Call 
01384 402955 or 07952 186930 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Quality work with competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

MIKE ATHERTON 

POAjrjjtr flyVUL 

QejurroAxrr 

Professional and friendly 
service, fully insured, 
20yrs experience. 

For a free quote call: 

07720 <b7<b070 

tc DECORATING Professional, 
Decorating Service, competitive 
free quotes Call: 07773 025880 


leisure 


car boot sales 


Ashwccb 

' CAR BOOT SALE 


EVERY SUNDAY 

By Roberts Farm Shop on A449 
(Kingswinford) DY6 OAA 
Gates open 6 am 
SELLERS JUST TURN UP! 

Enquiries 07710 644908 
‘FREE PARKING FOR BUYERS* 
‘CLEAN TOILETS* 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


AFTERNOON SATURDAY 
ROOTSALE 

12 noon (sellers from 10am). 
B4176 Rabbit Run by Folly Pub, 
between Dudley & Telford. 

www.bestbootsales.com 
07890 267041. 


BEST EVERY 
SATURDAY BOOTSALE 

8am-2nm. 

B417G Rabbit Run. by Chesterton Golf Course, 
between Dudley & Telford. WV15 SLR. 

www.bestbootsales.com 
07890 267041 


BEST WEDNESDAY 
SSATURDAY 
BOOTSALE 

10am-2pm. 

IvyHouse Farm, A461, Spring Hill, 
Muckley Corner, between Walsall 
& Lichfield, WS14 OBX. 
www.bestbootsales.com 

07390 267041 . 


BIGGEST EVERY 
SUNDAY S. BANK 
HOLIDAY 

MONDAY BOOT SALE 

10am-2pm, Cocksparrow Lane, 
off A34, Huntington, Cannock, 
WS12 4PB. Dry & Clear of Snow. 
www.bestbootsales.com 

07390 267041 . 


plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
HOME EXTENSION PLANS 
Council approved and free 
survey. C Hopley 01902 687802 

plumbers 


BRONSWALL PLUMBING All 

general plumbing work, taps, 
bathrooms, radiators, blockages, 
24/7. Call Sheridan: 07540 370037 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All genera] plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854338356 


roofing 


MG — 
ROOFING' 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 

New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 


ROOFIX ROOFING, flat roof spe¬ 
cialists, fascias, soffits, guttering. 
01902 560892, 07952 442017. 


window films 



• Heat and glare reduction and privacy films 

SAFETY FILMS TO MEET EN12600 Class 2B2 

01902 678158 &tm 


upholstery 


f \ 

caravans wanted 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


caravans / 
motorhomes 



cassette toilet, motormover, 
awning, exc condition, £1,200. 
01902 411919 or 07954 685195. 


ABI JUBILEE 

14ft lightweight, 2 berth, 1995, 
full oven, fridge, h/c shower, 
cassette toilet, flyscreens/ 
blinds, awning/annexe, 
extras, good condition, 
£1,300 ono. 

07790 637285. 


ABI JUBILEE 18ft, 5-berth, 1997. 
FUll awning, good condition. 
£2,700. 

07552 808866. 

ABI JUBILEE 18ft, 5-berth, 1997. 
Full awning, good condition. 
£2,500. 

07552 808866. 

ABI MONZA 1994, 4 berth, good 
condition, awning, good starter 
caravan, £799 ono. 01384 258009 
or 07817 551878. 

ACE JUBILEE HERALD 

Luxury, 2005, 4-berth, end 
dressing room, separate 
shower, sunroof, blow air 
heating, alloy wheel, remov¬ 
able carpets, extras, excellent 
condition. £5,495 
07884 074389. 


BAILEY PAGEANT Champagne 
18ft, 4-berth, 1999, full awning, 
end bathroom, top of range, good 
condition, £2,900. 07585 862077. 



On-site 

Furniture Repairs 

Leather-Fabric-framework 
Foams-Bedding 
Cabinet flat pack assembly 
If we can’t fix, you don ’t pay! 
Free quotes and advice • Friendly professional service 
Independent Inspections • No call out charges 
Full liability insured, all work guaranteed 


Call: 07791 966502 or 01384 356271 
www.retroupholstery.co.uk 


BAILEY RANGER 470/4 

4 Berth, 2006, excellent condi¬ 
tion, separate end washroom, 
full cooker, fridge, motor 
mover, Alco hitch, FSH, + 
extras + porch awning. 
£5,950 ono. 

01902 894824 or 07989 329420. 

BUCCANEER ELAN 15, 2 berth, 
cooker, fridge, etc, end shower/ 
toilet, DG, mains hook-up, good 
condition, £1,000. 01527 873955. 

A BEAUTIFUL TOURING PARK 

—Between Bridgnorth and Ludlow — 

ADULTS ONLY 


All weather Super Pitches 
01584 823456 

(www.whcatliillpark.co.uk/ 


CARAVAN 

ELDDIS XPLORE 452 

2009, 2 berth, end washroom, 
motor mover, KRIS registered, 
factory fitted alarm, 
ahoy wheels. 

£7,250. 

01384 373388. 


COMPASS CORONA 505, 07 reg, 5 
berth, immaculate, £6,600. 

01905 620390. 

COMPASS OMEGA 482 
2-Berth Caravan. 2008. 

1st purchased June 2009. 

Stored undercover. 

Body warranty 2014. Motor 
mover and many extras. 

£7,995. o.n.o. 
Telephone 01902 893065 

ELDIS WISP two berth caravan, 
good clean condition, £575 ono. 
Telephone 01902 337473. 

FORD TRANSIT MOTORHOME, 
LWB, 05. Excellent, clean condi¬ 
tion. Taxed, MoT’d, FSH. 
£7,999. Tel 01384 354497. 

ISABELLA VENTURA Atlantic 
Awning. Size 925, 2 years old. 
Fibre glass poles. Maroon and 
beige. £395. o.n.o. 01902 893065. 

LAFUMA RECLINERS, 2, as new, 
plus extra lacings, padded head 
rest, etc. £195. 01922 628741. 


equestrian corner 


15.1HH BAY 

TRAKENHER GELDING 

8 years old, teenage son has lost 
interest, no vices, suit confi¬ 
dent rider and kind 


Z,A,OV\}. 

Telephone 07890 025585. 

17.2HH DUTCH Warm blood 
Gelding, stunning big bay, 8yrs 
old, 2nd home since birth. Offers 
around £3,000. 07710 714238. 


guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet ah necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


PELLET GUN THEOBEN Rapid 
Mark 1 .22, dive bottle, 12 shot, 
£495. 0121 550 3993. 


in your garden 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01902 893226 


QUALCAST MOWERS x 2, 17ins, 
one grassbox, leaf blower, two 
stroke, need tic, £95 the lot. 

Telephone 07768 642821. 

21 SLABS 3X2, concrete type, £2 
each, must collect. 

07980 098663. 




pets corner 


V 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


ADORABLE pedigree cross 
kittens, vet checked, litter 
trained and flea free, available 
Easter weekend. 01384 897782. 

ADORABLE SPRINGADOR 
puppies, Springer cross labrador, 
girls, ready now. £250. 07939 
486356. 

BABY MINI lop eared rabbits for 
sale, very nice colour, very 
cuddly, £20 each. 07918 185941. 

CHIHUAHUA Short haired black 
dog, 6mths old, trained, vaccina 
ted /chipped. £450.07754 7299557. 


CHOCOLATE LABRADOR 

puppies ready now, details. 

01902 569139 or 07757 510415. 


FOREST DOG RESCUE 

Rehoming - Patches - Springer, 
3yrs, male. Barney - English 
Bull Terrier X, 8mths. Ella - 
Boxer X, 8mths. Poppy - X 
Breed, 6mths. Bonnie & 
Sharnie - JRT’s, 10 & 8yrs. Milo 
- JRT, 2yrs. Freddie - Staffie X, 
2yrs, male. Romeo - Springer, 
2yrs. Duchess - GSD X, 2yrs. 
Zippy - Lurcher 3yrs, male. 
Percy - Mastiff X, 2yrs. Buzz - 
young chocolate Staffie, male. 
Pepper - Collie X Terrier, 4yrs, 
female. Bart & Marge - young 
Huskie X 

01299 269181 or 07564 262371 
www.forest-dog-rescue.org.uk 


JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES, ready 
April 17, mom and dad can be 
seen, boys and girls. 

Telephone 0121 6021202. 

MINIATURE Yorkshire Terriers, 
black / tan, 2 boys, ready now, 
pedigree, £475. 07910 416734. 


pjmy.ii.ii.fjia 

• Pet supplies • Dog grooming 
• Dog training 

179 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill, DY5 1 HR 
Tel: 01384 364080 
www.companionspets.co.uk 


SHIH TZU Puppies, adorable, 3 
girls, 1 boy. £395. 

07867 530504. 

STAFFIE PUPPY dog, 8 months 
old, brought up with children, 
had all injections, £95. 07580 
241456. 

TEA CUP Chihuahua puppies x 2, 
bitch is 0.4kg, £950, dog 0.6kg, 
£850, house trained, wormed, de 
flead, comes with puppy pack. 
07856 540577. 01785 229653. 


WANTED Aviary birds for large 
private aviary. Also pigeons and 
poultry for beginner and parrot 
for house pet. 07970 485491. 


WYRE FOREST 
ANIMAL TRUST 

Rare 3 year old American hair- 
less Terrier, needs 
forever home. 

Telephone 01562 741233. 


what's on 


BIGGEST SlilllAY MARK IE 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


self catering 
holidays 


GREAT YARMOUTH CHALET 

Sleeps 6, nr sea, OAP special 10% 
off. Pets welome 0121 5884315 

NEW QUAY Wales. Pet friendly 
chalets from 225pw. Also lodges 
available. Call 01545 580 239 
woodlandsnewquay.co.uk 


business 


commercial 

premises 

OFFICES / WORKSHOPS Wolver¬ 
hampton Airport 500-2,500 sq ft. 
Call Alastair on : 01384 220013. 

public & legal 
notices 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


JOYCE LILIAN AIMES 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 
41 Kingsway Stourbridge, who died 
on 21/12/2012, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
14/06/2013, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 
TALBOTS SOLICITORS 
63 Market Street Stourbridge 
West Midlands DY8 1AQ 

T375697 

RAYMOND GARBETT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 316 Gayfield Avenue 
Brierley Hill West Midlands DY5 3JE, who 
died on 28/01/2013, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 21/06/2013, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests 
of which they have had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL SERVICES 
LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: NMS/3107434P/Garbett) T376160 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN * 



the entertainer 



Llaktaxx 

Railway 


IT YAUI BAT OCT 

Wurule* fui ace fiery, vintage t r *t;i», 
low fares and good food at sensible 
prices moJce thi» a great value day 
trip for nil the family 

Trains trove Wr lari pool Station 
even* weekend at 11.1S & 14.15 


IWTQRMATIOK *10441 

OfllHB BOOKING - www.wtlr.org nk 



motoring 




car accessories 

FOUR LDV MINI BUS SEATS 

Good clean condition, £100. 01902 
609608 / 07957 617779. 

FOUR LDV MINI BUS SEATS 

Good clean condition, £150. 01902 
609608 / 07957 617779. 

WE57 BRM, The ultimate. WBA 
plate, reduced to £3,950 ono. for 
quick sale Call 07956 441293 or 
email danielbloom@me.com 

dutches /brakes/gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


Call Boh 
01384 251328 or 
07972169554 anytime 



mobile mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 


cars over £1500 


\ 


BMW 3SERIES compact M sport, 
2.0, black, 53 plate, good condi¬ 
tion, 12 months tax, MoT, service, 
£2,300 ono. 07779 970863. 


CHEVROLET LACETTI 1.6 
ESTATE 

Petrol, light blue, 57 plate, 8 
months MoT, 2 months tax, 56k, 
e/w, alloy wheels, abs, 
CD/stereo, 2 new front tyres, 
immaculate condition. 

£2,395 no offers. 
Telephone 07572 833335. 


CITREON C2 1.1 Airplay +, 07 reg, 
black, very low miles, AC, remote 
CL, EW, CD, tax, MoT, £3,995 ono. 
07581 280492, 01902 258806. 


FORD FIESTA 

02 reg, later shape, 5 door, 
remote central locking, EW, CD 
player, tax and MoT, 70,000 
miles, 2 owners, excel¬ 
lent condition. 

£1,850 ono. 

01902 829872. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 Zetec, 53, 65,000 
miles, silver, some SH, EW, air 
eon, CL, very good condition 
inside/out, £2,150. 07773 482494. 

FORD FOCUS GHIA, 05, diesel, 
silver, 5dr, MoT, tax, e/w, a/c, 125k, 
good condition, £2,050 ono. 

0121 5315163 or 07718 337079. 

FORD MONDEO, 2005, 12 months 
MoT, 6 months tax, 148k, diesel, 
h/b, excellent condition, bargain 
£1,795. 07929 666587. 

FORD STREET KA, 2004, Winter 
Edition, hard/soft top, heated 
seats, FSH, excellent condition, 
£2,500 ono. 01384 292881. 

LANDROVER FREELANDER 1.8, 
SE, 03 reg, 2 door hard top, full 
MoT, good condition, £1,850 ono. 
07787 400131. 


MERCEDES BENZ E320 CDi 
ELEGANCE 

Silver, Y Reg, auto, diesel, 
134,600 miles, 4Dr saloon, 12 
months MoT, 3 months road tax, 
EW, AC, very good condi¬ 
tion inside and out. 
£1,595. o.n.o. 07961010832. 


MG ZR’s (2) 

Family owned, 54 plate 160 
bhp wc, 1800cc, £2,750. 

(06) Plate 105 bhp wc, 1400cc 
£2,000. Both taxed and Mot’d, 
both excellent condition. 
Mature owner. 

07787 955532. 


MINI COOPER 

2008, 21,000 miles, sparkling 
silver, abs, air con, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, central locking, one 
lady owner, pas, tax, alloys, 
petrol, chili pack. 

£8,750 ono. 

01384 834292. 


NISSAN MICRA auto, 1.0, 2002, 
36,404 miles, FSH, MoT October, 
tax December, £1,600. 01384 
292571. 


PEUGEOT 206 


1.6 ALLURE 


COUPE CABRIOLET, 

04 reg, Silver, 2dr, air con, MoT 
June, tax, 57,000 miles, 
manual, 1.6, petrol, red and 
black full leather interior, CD 
player, alloy wheels, electric 
windows, central locking 

£2,395 ono. 


07905 363851. 


PEUGEOT 207S, 56 reg., 2-dr, 
Hatch. 1.4, 76k, Tax, MoT, £2,995. 
07730 899325. Genuine callers 
only please. 

RENAULT GRAND Scenic 1.6, 
Dymanique, petrol, 7 seats, 06 
reg, silver, 70K, tax, MoT, £2,600. 
07910 535450 or 01384 357924. 



2009,59 plate, 3-dr, 

15,500 miles. 

Same family from new. 

Full Seat service history. 

Aircon, tax and MoT Septem¬ 
ber, immaculate, 

£6,150 ono. 

07505100296. 

01902 270431. 

SKODA OCTAVIA 1.8 VRS, 05, 
black, 69k, fsh, tax/MoT, cam belt 
change, immaculate, careful lady 
owner, £3,850. 07969 572690. 


BARGAIN 

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 


J reg 1994, diesel, Cobra 
A-bar and spots on front 
BF Goodrich tyres and 
stainless exhaust. 
Resent re spray. 
Good condition, 
£3,000. 

07973 

388184. 


CLASSIC MOTOR 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 03 reg, 5dr 
hatch back, tax/MoT, pas, red, all 
electrics, may part ex £2,150. 
07956 134518. 

TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 iON, 2007/07,3 
door, 25k, pas, e/w and r/cl, excel¬ 
lent condition, full MoT, fsh, red. 
£3 990 

Telephone 07825 937979. 



TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 VYT-I 


2004/04, 3 door, met blue, only 
Group 2 insurance, 1 owner 
from new, PAS, EW, front fogs, 
remote central locking with 3 
keys, new MOT, looks and 
drives beautiful, 95k with fsh, 

£2,650. 

01902 756221. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4SXi, 2003, 
genuine 36,000 miles, blue, fsh, 
alarm, MoT Nov 2013, one owner, 
petrol, £2,200 ono. 01902 734976. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 2004, two 
door, 11 months MoT, 5 months 
tax, FSH, alloys, new tyres, Air 
con, £2,195. 07887 691166. 

VAUXHAL L TIGRA Convertible, 
1.4, 56 Reg, 28,000 miles, red, EW, 
AC, alloys, excellent condition, 
£5,200. 07791 425904. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi 1.9 
CDTi, 04, full MoT and Tax, FSH, 
65,000 miles, first to see will buy. 
£2,000 ono. 07989 422885. 

cars under £1500 


EfcIVl yaw, 

CARS UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’s and Warranties 
Major Credit cards accepted 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 

01902 490555 

Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


AUDI A6 2.5 TDi 1997, MoT and 
taxed until the end of June, 
174,377 miles, £750. After 7pm. 
01902 656486 

BMW 316i SE, 51 reg, black, MoT, 
tax, 104k, e/w, alloys, very good 
condition, £1,350 ono. 

07718 337079 or 0121 5315163. 

★ BMW 316TI, 2004 silver, 
MoT, tax, central locking, 
cruise control, CD, many 
extras, full leather inte¬ 
rior, genuine sale. £2,500 
ono. 07719 310996. 


BMW 318SE V reg, blue, MoT/tax, 
151k, drives well, £1,250 ono. 
07824 601748. 

CITREON SAXO 1.1 Desire, 51 reg, 
5dr, blue, full MoT, 39K miles, 
FSH, excellent condition, £1,195. 
07561 174789. 


CITROEN SAXO 1.1 Desire, silver, 
47,000 miles, tax, MoT, good con¬ 
dition, £950 ono. 01384 401012 or 
07989 893203. 

DAEWOO MATIZ SE PLUS 

02 reg, 5 door, hatch, 12 months 
MoT, 6 months tax, only 41k 
from new, very good condition, 
very reliable and 
economical. 

£ 1 , 200 . 

0121572 8688/07985 341681. 

DAEWOO MATIZ SE plus, 5Dr 
hatch,02, only 41k from new, T&T, 
very good condition. £1,095. 

0121 572 8688 / 07985 341681. 
FIAT PUNTO 1.2 Active, 2002, 12 
months MoT, 6 months tax, £950 
ono. 07709 663314. 

FIAT PUNTO Black, 1.2 8 Valve, 
3dr, 65,000 miles, MoT’d, 6 
months tax, towbar. £350 ono. 
07934 397088. 

FORD FIESTA Flight 2001, 85,000 
miles, red, MoT, sunroof, tax, 
alloys, £950 ono. 01902 410107 
FORD MONDEO 1.8LX, 51 plate, 
blue, tax March 2013, MoT March 
2014, £675 ono. 07877 084329. 
HONDA CRV 4X4 Estate, 2000, 
MoT Jan, tax Aug, 95k, excellent 
condition, £1,225. 

Telephone 07539 651493. 



LAND ROVER 

Freelander 2002, 93000 miles, 
Black, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, air con, 5 
months MoT, pas, 5 months 
tax, alloys, CD, petrol, 
£1,400 ono. 

07929 320404 

LANDROVER DISCOVERY R reg, 
MoT October, tax December, 
£1,995 ono. 07534 048038. 
LANDROVER DISCOVERY TDi, 
3-dr, 1995, seven seater, diesel, 
taxed, very good condition, £999. 
07976 281836. 

MG ZT 2.5 V6 

52 plate, full MoT, taxed, 
excellent, garage maintained, 
owned 7 years, sparkling blue, 
half leather, new tyres and 
battery. 

Reluctant sale £1,495. 
(Codsall) 01902 843660. 

NISSAN MICRA Full MoT, 5 
months tax, 998cc, 76K, white, 
1996, 3-dr, CD, economical £475. 
07804 168151. 

NISSAN PRIMERA 

1.6 Active, 5dr, 2001, SH, MoT 
December, tax, air con, EW and 
mirrors, airbags, remote CL, 
alloys, 98,000 miles, nice 
condition. 

£760 ono. 

01675 464410 or 07533 066425. 

PEUGEOT 106 1.1, silver, 2002, 
83,000 miles, Tax and MoT 
October, 1 lady owner from new. 
£1,150 ono. 07813 475875. 
PEUGEOT 106XN, 3dr, L reg, vgc, 
MoT, tax, bargain £460. 

01902 789624 or 07900 842947. 
PEUGEOT 206 1.1S, 04 reg, 3 door, 
50,000 miles, metallic blue, excel¬ 
lent condition inside and out, 
£1,395. 07773 669792. 

PEUGEOT 306 Cabriolet, 2000, 
green, electric windows, air bag, 
MoT, c/1, pas, alloys, leather inte¬ 
rior, £1,200 ono. 07966 406917. 
PEUGEOT 405GTX, 1994, 2.0L, 
auto, 108k miles, tax July, MoT 
Jan, towbar, £320 ono. 

01902 831252. 

RENAULT CLIO 

1999, 101,000 miles, air bag, 
long MoT, central locking, pas, 
tax, alloys, stereo, CD, 
petrol. 

£750 ono. 

01902 751645. 


RENAULT CLIO GRANDE 

2001, 70,000 miles, silver, elec¬ 
tric windows, long MoT, metal¬ 
lic paint, central locking, 
sunroof, tax, alloys, 
CD, petrol, tinted windows. 
£900. 

01384 634903. 


RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 silver, 
abs, fsh,12 months MoT pas, 
petrol, good condition, £520 ono. 
07739 000596 

RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8RN, 52, 
5dr, tax, MoT, ‘A leather, full 
electrics, main dealer fsh, met 
red, CC, £950 ono. 07954 419531. 

RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8RN, 52, 
5dr, tax, MoT, ’A leather, full 
electrics, main dealer fsh, met 
red, c/c, £950 ono. 07954 419531. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 Coupe, 51 
plate, 12 months MoT, 6 months 
tax, service history, 133k miles, 
£795 ono. 07875 472723. 

RENAULT Megane Cabriolet, 
2001, good condition, full MoT, 
SH, £895. 07714 909478. 

ROVER 25 1.4 2001, 5dr, silver, 
68,000 miles, EW, ES, 6 months 
tax and MoT, good condition. £750 
ono. 0121 585 6689. 

ROVER 25 Turbo Diesel, 2003, 
MoT till November, tax till 
August, 88,000 miles, £575 ono. 

07581 312063. 


* ROVER 45, 2000, 53,000 miles, 
red, electric mirrors, alarm, 
MoT, central locking, pas, tax, 
petrol, £650. 07949 840485. 


ROVER 620SLDI, 97 reg, 117,000 
miles, black, MoT, £650. 

01922 404183. 

SAAB 95 ARC 2.3, auto, 2002, 
leather, climate control, fully 
loaded, 12 months MoT, 2 months 
tax, £850. 07913 025392. 

SAAB 95 ARC 2.3, auto, 2002, 
leather, climate control, fully 
loaded, 12 months MoT, 2 months 
tax, £850. 07913 025392. 

SUZUKI ALTO 1.0 GL, 2 door, 1999, 
low mileage, long mot, taxed, eco¬ 
nomical, £650. 

- 01746 783671. 
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classified 


QUALITY I 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 

1999,80,000 miles, careful lady 
owner. Green, electric 
windows, MoT, long MoT, auto, 
central locking, pas, 
stereo, petrol, 1.6 engine. 
£1,200 ono. 

07764 808205 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1600 51 reg., 
MoT Oct, tax end Apr, excellent 
runner £700 ono. 

01384 251328. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1600 51 reg., 
MoT Oct, tax end Apr, excellent 
runner £700 ono. 

01384 251328. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 W reg., 
full MoT, 1 months tax, silver. 
£550 ono. 07787 932901. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4, red, 3 
door hatchback, 1998 reg, 1 
owner, 40,000 miles, sun roof, 
MoT and tax, £795. 01902 752590. 

★ VAUXHALL OMEGA 2.2, 
2002, auto, MoT Oct, tax 
April, loads spent, excel¬ 
lent condition, new 
cambelt, fully loaded, new 
tyres. £900 ono. 

01902 590000. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 SX, 

2000, long MoT, taxed, very good 
condition, £350. 07973 628753. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA SXi 1.8, 
2003, FSH, 12 months MoT, 
Taxed, £1,000. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01384 830793. 

commercial 

vehicles 

MERCEDES VITO 110 CDi, 12 
months MoT, 5 months tax, 86,000 
miles, green, FSH, good condi- 
tion, £1,500. 01384 350795. 


4X4 


TOYOTA HILUX 2.5TD 

60 plate, 39,000 miles, silver. 
With roll bar, load liner, side 
steps, tow pack and big 
wheels. 

In excellent condition inside 
and out. 

£14,995 no VAT. 

07814172986 or 01902 763710. 


4X4 


driving tuition 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


motorbikes 


\ 


HONDA FIRESTORM 1998 R reg, 
very good condition, good tyres, 
chain and extras, £1,095. 

07790 480811. 



HYOSUNG GT125 

High spec engine, Vtwin carbs, 
2008, one previous owner, low 
mileage (5,000 miles), gun 
metal metallic finish, oversize 
frame/tank (very large/heavy) 
suit experienced rider, some 
new parts, full service history, 
few minor scuffs but very good 
condition 
throughout, tax. Bilston. 

£1,300 ono. 

07583 660136. 


miles from new, tax and MoT, 
genuine showroom 

condition, £2,850. 07757 955532. 

LEATHER JACKET, dainese 
tribal jacket, size 54, £150. 

01922 713241. 

MZ MOTORCYCLE wanted, any 
condition. 

Please call 07580 138855. 


SUZUKI BANDIT 1250 K9 

Silver grey (naked), 10 reg, 
7,900 dry miles, showroom con¬ 
dition, fsh, recent service, full 
MoT, new tyres (Dunlop 
Roadsmart 2’s). 

£4,400 ono. 

01384 341458 or 07891 715354. 

SUZUKI BANDIT 650cc, 07, 7k, 

service record, owners manual, 3 
keys. New tyres, taxed, full MoT. 
£2,500 ono. - 


vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


WANTED Small / large Car, 2003 
2007, Fiesta, Micra, Corsa or Golf, 
low engine size, any vehicle con¬ 
sidered. 07725 428283. 

WANTED—Small Car, 2003 - 2007, 
Fiesta, Micra, Corsa or Golf, low 
engine size, any small vehicle 
considered. 07725 428283. 


scrap vehicles 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 
SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! 
MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 

7 DAYS 


01902 562853 \4*\\ 
07977 499516 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

S?? 2 «3110 Daytime 
0121 525 5813 J 



ED 

C 

B 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER CASH PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


property 




houses for sale 


THREE-BEDROOMED SEMI 

Fully modernised, off road 
parking, 5 minutes out of 
Wolverhampton. Close to all 
amenities. Offers in the 
region of £115,000. 
Telephone 07840 518194. 


mobile homes 





PARK HOME 
COSFORD 

On select site. 

Two double bedrooms. 

En suite. Separate bathroom. 
Lounge. Kitchen. 
Dining room. Utility. 

No chain. 

£120,000 ono. 
Telephone 07952 286685. 


properties wanted 


Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer. Up to 
100% of market value ! Call Sue 
on 0121 285 0317. 

PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 
0121 526 6410 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

*ANY AREA *ANY PRICE *ANY CONDITION 

CALL PAULA ON 01384 467643^ 

INDEPENDENT ‘LOCAL ‘CONFIDENTIAL 


accommodation to 
let 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 
let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

BEDSIT Suitable for working, 
mature person, well maintained 
and secure, close to amenties 
(Penn). 07768 687831. 

COSELEY MODERN two bedroom 
house, close to train station, 
£475pcm. One months deposit, 
refrences required. Sorry no Dss. 
07921 638877. 

COSELEY, Unfurnished ground 
floor, 1 bedroom, self contained 
Flat, £370pcm. 01902 758934. 

DARLASTON 3 Bed house, fully 
modernised, DG, CH. Deposit. 
DSS ok £140pw 07971 120296 

DUDLEY clean furnished studio 
flat, £65-£92pw. 

07550 002549. 

LODGER Dudley, large furnished 
room, suit mature working, all 
facilities £70pw. 07851 608515. 



/LARGE\ 

'HOUSES' 


HOUSES 

WANTED 

* LONG TERM LET 
* GUARANTEED RENT 

\ CALL NEIL ON * 

0121 667 6303 


ONE BED FLAT, Willenhall, 
refurbished, viewing recom¬ 
mended. To view call 01952 
616756 or 07870 333516. 

QUALITY properties to let, all 
areas in Wolverhampton, lowest 
rent granted. 

07863 299115 or 01902 657621. 

THREE BED W’ton, total refurb, 
CH, DG, dep req, DSS consid¬ 
ered, 01902 731388. 

TIPTON furnished one double bed 
studio flat. £299 pcm. No DSS 
Call: 07855 847977 

TWO / THREE bed detached, W- 
ton, ample off road parking plus 
garage. Details 07884 311638. 

TWO BED SEMI Tividale, 
modern, GCh, gardens, parking 
£450pcm, no pets. 07870 262397. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 3 bed semi, 
CH, DG, side drive, no smokers, 
£500pcm. 07877 673330. 

W-TON EAST PARK, 3 bed house, 
full CH/DG, good location, 
£530pcm. 07974 566153. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR DRIVER 
TRAINING 
DSA QUALIFIED 
INSTRUCTORS 

LGV/PCV, MINIBUS, B+E 
TRAINING 

INTENSIVE CAR TRAINING 
INTENSIVE COURSES, 

1-1 TUITION 
FREE ASSESSMENTS, 
DRIVER CPC TRAINING 
FREE MEDICAL WHEN BOOKING 
A RIGID AND ARTIC COURSE 
AT THE SAME TIME. 

0121 585 0834 

Topgear-hgv@btconnect.com 


employment 

wanted 

)OK KEEPER needs work, 
ir part-time. 

Telephone 07895 765095. 


full time - general 


„ 


BSL INTERPRETERS required 
part time. Level 2 or above. 
Telephone 07783 770418. 

CAR VALETER required full time. 
Stourbridge. Must have driving 
licence. Tel 01384 423976 


nursing & carers 


. 


HOLLYCROFT is a 32 bedded 
nursing & residential home in 
Stourbridge. We care for older 
people with general nursing and 
residential health needs. We are 
looking to recruit qualified 
RGN’s to join our staff team. You 
will be one of two nurses working 
the floor leading and guiding the 
care staff to ensure our residents 
needs are met. The vacancies we 
have are: * 35.25 hpw - Nights: 
3 Nights.* 35.25 hpw - Days: 
3 Days. Please contact 
us on: hollycroft@ 

leytonhealthcare.co.uk or tele¬ 
phone : 01384 394341. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 
latest vacancies. 



Lexpressandstar.com 

REAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 





www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



AERIALS 


LUKE KINGS AERIALS 

STOURBRIDGE 01384 351949 

FREEPHONE 0800 211 8053 
LUKES MOBILE 07864 590543 




£1 O OFF 


P DISCOUNT 


I£20 OFF! 

I New Aerial System I 


YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN 
NEW AERIALS From £49 
REPAIRS & TUNING From £29 

AERIALS REMOVED • FREE SAT • FREEVIEW 

FREE HELP & ADVICE OPEN 7 DAYS 



HOUNTANCY 

CIS TAX 
RETURNS 

Sp&oLaML.tf; 


D Hughes 
Decorating Services 

• City & Guilds Qualified 

• Full Liability Insurance 

• Discounts For OAP’s 

Call Darren For A FREE No Obligation Quote 

07900 571415 
01384 356 988 


ALARMS 



IMETRO ALARMS AND SECURITYl 


BURGLAR ALARM REPAIRS 10 ETHERIDGE 


Home Alarm 
Installation 

Upgrades - 
Closed Circuit TV 

30 Years Experience 



Free Quotes and Advice 

01384 350687'07904 317150 

Anytime 

www.metro-alarms.co.uk 


BUILDING SERUICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing experience 

• Landscaping 

• Block paving 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 

Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


BUNDS & CURTAINS 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 


Call 

01902 500204 / 01384 886162 or 07966 502518 
www.blinds4lessdirect.com 


PJ LEE BUILDERS 


• All Building Work Undertaken 

• Extensions 

• All Roofing Work 

• UPVC Fascias & Windows 


FREE QUOTES 
07769667248 01384423625 


AM ELECTRICAL m 
SERVICES 13 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Mmfk Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingf*Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2 
07785 781652^ V 




KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



BLT Blinds 

From £30 A Window 

Hand Made to your requirements. 
Exceptional Quality as Standard 
Wide Choice of top quality fabrics available 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Call Rob 07771 554455 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 


FREE ESTIMATES 


Cleanliness 

Assured 


MB( r f electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality , 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


Call: 

0138 

07730 


01384 560644 

477564 ^. “ 


BUILDERS 


I73 YTCITi9^i=i»R 

I 

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 


Call Dan on: 

. 01384 263357 
!K Q or 07866 886364 


HILL & SONS BUILDING SERVICES 

Make your home your castle ^ 

All types of building work undertaken 


Specialist in extensions • Free Quotations 

and alterations * Design 

40 years experience * K 

Offering: Bathroc 


• Roofing 

• Fencing 

• Guttering, Fascias 
and Soffits 


Utilise your garage, turn it into living 
space with a garage conversion 


Visit our website or give us a call 
01384 830 593 or 07967 607 528 

^^vwwtTillandso^ 



To advertise your business and reach 64,000 potential customers... 

i 

| Call us on... | 

01384399905 J 

0 

E-mail us at... 1 

c.attfield@expressandstar.co.uk 1 

S 

Postto... 1 

Chris Attfield, Stourbridge Chronicle, I 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge. DY81AD 
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ELECTRICIANS 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 


S 



Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 


DJB Electrical Contractors Ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All are electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 


T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 



DOUBLE GLAZING 


scons WINDOW 
AND DOOR REPAIRS 



Misty Units 
locks 
Door Repairs 
Patio Doors 

20 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


B 07973 8a 8a 38 
0800 Q3a Q3aa 


r 


DOUBLE GLAZING 



• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 
Units Fitted from £25 


Established lggo 


Telephone Michael 01384 35(251 


MISTY UNITS 

REPLACED FROM £15 

10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
DELPH GLAZED UNITS 

Unit 31, Delph Road Industrial 
Estate (by the Tank), 
Brieirley Hill, DY5 2UA 
www. delphglazedunits .co.uk 

01384 573074 


DRIVEWAYS 


SUPERIOR DRIVEWAY 


• Block paved driveways, paths, patios, slabbed 
areas, decking 

• Oil stains, moss, algae, removed 

• Resanding and sealing of block paved areas 

• Tarmac surfaces cleaned and recycled saving 
30% in costs 

• All surfaces fully 
restored to their 
natural beauty 

• Block paved and 
tarmac drives laid 

• Brickwork and 
fencing undertaken 


For a free quote with no obligation call 

Chris on 01384 265721 
or 07891824624 



CLEANING SERVICES 


DOMESTIC 

CLEANING SERVICE 


■ Trustworthy ■ Hours to suit ■ 

■ Good rates ■ 

■ Garden maintenance service ■ 


Call 01384 625 468 / 07985 168086 


GARDENING 


ROWAN TREES (ARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 



CSN Diamond 
Services 


ANYTHING FROM GENERAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE TO THE FULL WORKS!!! 


• Block Paving Tarmacing : Slabbing 
Landscaping Exterior Brickwork Decking 
• Drainage Fencing Concreting Kerbing 
Pressure Washing Rubbish Removals 
Free Quotes s Competitive Prices 
Helpful Advice All Work Guaranteed 


Call Chris on: 07855 209924 or 01384 621589 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Welcome to our Dental Practice 
Everything you need to know 

Our Services 

We are an NHS dental practice who also offer a full range of private treatments including 
sedation, cosmetic dentistry, bridges, crowns, veneers, implants, clearstep, tooth whitening, 
preventative care and all types of denture work. More detailed information for all these 
treatments is available on reception. 

We have the services of a Dental Therapist Hygienist. 

We are very sympathetic to anxious and nervous patients and also offer IV Sedation on a 
private basis. 

We offer a full range of dental care products on which we would be pleased to give you 
advice. 

3 bands of treatment available from £17.50 - £209.00 

Our Practice has: 

• Full Disabled Access • Free Parking 

• An accurate appointment system • Emergency appointments 

• Pharmacy and GMP next door/nearby • Visual patient education screens • Comfortable 
relaxing surroundings • Portable Induction loop for those with impaired hearing • Free 


Denture repairs 

Practice Opening Hours 

Monday.8.30 to 6.00 Thursday.8.30 to 7.30 

Tuesday.8.30 to 6.00 Friday.8.30 to 6.00 

Wednesday.8.30 to 6.00 Saturday.8.30 to 12.30 


Reception is open during the lunch hour for general enquiries. 



WE ARE NOW TAKING ON NHS PATIENTS NEAR YOU 

Telephone 01384 372525 

78 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 3PA 
oaktree.dental@yahoo.co.uk 


FENCING 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01344 242891 or 07970 300586 


HANDYMAN 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


JASON OAKLEY 

General handyman, 
Household Repairs, 
Tiling,Plumbing, 
Decking and Fencing, 
Odd Jobs or 
Unfinished DIY Projects 

Please Call 07964 707950 



PAVING 


EDEN LANDSCAPES 

Specialists In Decorative 

•Slab Laying 

• Landscaping 

• Block Paving 

• Driveways 

• Fencing 

ALL BUILDING WORK CARRIED OUT AND ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED 
Repair Service Available 
Call Jason For A Free Quote 

01384 826524 07403 227732 
_ eden.landscapes2011@hotmail.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 



Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 
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Local Tradesmen 


-1 

LOFT LADDERS 

A 

\ 

PLUMBING & HEATING 


. ^ 



Loft Ladders £130 

fitted from inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Terry on 

07595 584 565 or 
01384 833025 


1 
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• Carpentry • Plumbing • Tiling 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

• Laminate Flooring • Plastering 

• Decking • Fencing 
• Brickwork & Alterations 
• Extensions 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

For a FREE no obligation 
quote call Wayne on 

T: 01384 572628 
M: 07973 855569 


T D C FIRES 

FIREPLACE & 
STOVE 

INSTALLATIONS 

HETAS REGISTERED 
GAS SAFE 
REGISTERED 
CERTIFIED CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

www.tdcfires.co.uk 

07542919949 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 



PLASTERING 


•:: 


AN types si plastering ir 
•=■ undertaken ~ 

MER 30 VEMIS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 




Repair, Service & 
Installation On 

♦ Boilers ♦ Fires ♦ Cookers 
4 Plumbing 4 Drainage 
4 Landlords Certificates 


Set Diagnostic Fee 
No Hidden Extras 


01384 375080 

www.abcplumbing.co.uk 


HMSEtK© & GHGHE© 


Direct 7 year guarantee on all boilers 

Plumbing ®? ecial °! fer 

Services Worcester 
.seivicm:] Bosch Boiler 

• Breakdown work No Fix - No fee Supplied and fitted 

• Landlord Certificates O H O O O 

• Bathrooms supplied from X. I 

• Fires'a Cookers BaX ' Main 

• Commercial Gas Registered supplied and fitted from i 1099 

Call Stephen on 07545 704363 J 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745 


> Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 
» General/Breakdown Service 

» Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, Mb 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

> Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


3171562 


PLASTIC SPECIALISTS 


ELITE l REASTicS 


: ARTEXMAN * 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

‘ FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 
: (01902)675144/ : 

* 07890 655189 * 



TV & HOME ENTERTAINMENTS 


83-85 Bridgnorth Road, Stourbridge 

■if i>P0kl!> r hd 


Get Sky TV installed for the 

NEW FI SEASON 


FREE Sky+ HD Box 
& FREE Standard Installation 


Half Price Sports - 3 Months 
HD <® £5 - 6 Months 

New Customers Only (Terms & Conditions Apply) 


sky SPORTS f HD 

01384 395775 


ROOFING 


ROOFING StRVICFS 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



:n 

;cor 


Do You Meed A Plasterer, 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 daytime 
01384 572371 - after gpm 


PLASTERING 

• Dry Lining • Skimming 
• Coving • Rendering 
• Floor Screeding 

35 Years Experience 
City n Guilds Tradesman 


CORDALBA LTD 


01384 820 154 
07711 158 681 


Need a job doing? 

Call one of our local 
tradesmen appearing 
weekly on these pages 






ROOFING 


ADB ROOFING CON 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOF 

ITRACTORS 

ING 

• Flat Roofing 

• Slating & Tiling 

• Chimney/Ridge Repointin^ 

• Roof Repairs 

• Tile Changing 

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering 

• Plastic Gables/Verges 

• Lead Bays/Dormers 

\ / 

1 

Tel: 01384 827669 Mob:l 

D7988 723505 


A.B.S. 
Roofing and Building 


3rd generation family business 
We will beat any ‘like for like’ quote! - No money up front 
Registered installers of Fibreglass Roofing 
systems and uPVC Fascia, Soffit, Gutters 
Insurance backed guarantees 
Fully insured with £ 100,000 indemnity 

01384 849090 07895 672594 ^ 






a 

KINGS 

ROOFING 

ALL ROOF 
REPAIRS 

■ Chimneys and ridges 
repointed 

I Gutteis cleaned, gas 
cowls supplied and fitted 
l No job too small 

■ All work guaranteed 
I Discount for OAPs 
I Free estimates 

01384 484434 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

"A CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

_ Small Jobs 

■ no problem 

■y We load, 

No Skips 

| Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
I Garage, Fridges, White 
" Goods, House Clearances 

*0121 500 6033 


LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


PETS CORNER 


4 PETS WHO KNOW A 
600D THING! 

FOR ALL YOUR 
PET CROOMINC 
REQUIREMENTS AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES! 


CAT GROOMING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE. 


CALL GARY: 01 384 891008/075 5 7 648100 


217 HIGH STREET, LYE, DY9 8JX 
EMAIL: POSHKUTZ.GFGGOOGLEMAIL.COM 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Likely to be Rapid family favourite 


By Bob Hickman 


THERE must be tens of thousands 
of car buyers who, when looking for 
a vehicle to fill their needs, simply 
want something that is safe and rea¬ 
sonably sturdy, with no frills, that 
gets them from A to B - and looks 
reasonable. 

At one point I used to steer those people 
towards the Korean marketplace but now 
Skoda produces vehicles that are extremely 
well made, very reliable, somewhat stylish, 
value for money and engineered brilliantly 
thanks to their Volkswagen pedigree. 

Arriving on the scene now is the Skoda 
Rapid, a small family car. Skoda have pitched it 
between the much smaller Fabia and the much 
larger Octavia. 

You may be surprised to find that whilst it 
looks like a saloon, it is actually a five-door 
hatchback. The rear section lifts to reveal a 
huge amount of boot space. 

It looks OK, but it is nothing to get excited 
about. You could easily lose it on a car park, so 
it doesn’t stand out from the crowd, but it does 
exactly what you want from a vehicle. 

The new Rapid comes with a choice of four 
petrol engines, my particular test derivative 



The interior of the new Skoda Rapid has a no-frills look but is practical 


The new Skoda Rapid has a three-trim line-up - S, SE and Elegance. Prices from £12,900 


was the 1.2-litre 86PS with a five-speed manual 
gearbox. Skoda suggests 55.4mpg is possible on 
the combined cycle, I managed to achieve mid 
to high 40s. The C02 emissions are quoted as 
119g/km, so low excise duties will feature, free 
in the first year of ownership and a mere £30 
afterwards. It has a top speed of 114mph and 
the 0-60mph can be achieved in marginally 
under 12 seconds. 

There is also a 1.6-litre turbo diesel variant 
available with a 105PS. The driving dynamics 
of the vehicle were at all times of a solid, sensi¬ 


ble reassuring car. I found the brakes needed a 
little extra pressure to bring it to a stop but it 
never once gave me cause for concern. I could 
live with the plastics and the switchgear 
although it isn’t as refined as some. 

The seating was very comfortable and there 
was adequate head/shoulder room for front and 
rear passengers. 

I like the fact that Skoda has equipped the 
Rapid with little features like the under-front- 
seat storage. A clever feature in the boot is a 
reversible floor, you can choose between a 


carpet or a rubber boot lining. So if you have a 
muddy football kit or dirty footwear, you can 
choose the rubber effect, or you just want to 
cosset your other items, use the carpet. In addi¬ 
tion, there is a hook in the boot that allows you 
to hang the bag from the supermarket on. 

The Rapid, as you would expect in 2013, is an 
extremely safe vehicle. It has a plethora of 
airbags. The Skoda Rapid is available in a 
three-trim option, entry level S, middle range 
SE which was my test vehicle and the top spec¬ 
ification Elegance. The SE came equipped with 


15in alloy wheels, body-coloured exterior 
mirrors and door handles and tinted glass. The 
vehicle also benefits from front fog lamps, a 
decent six-speaker sound system and the facil¬ 
ity to connect the telephone by virtue of a Blue¬ 
tooth. The range starts at £12,900 for the 
1.2-litre 75PS Rapid S derivative and rises to 
£18,100 for the 1.6-litre TDi Elegance. Skoda’s 
warranty package is worth looking at, it auto¬ 
matically covers three years or 60,000 miles 
and also includes a 12-year body protection 
warranty. 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring 



SPARK 1.0+ 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 


OO per month 

Jc | NIL deposit 

60 MONTHS £7,975 


■ Electric Windows 

■ 119g/km - only £30 per year road tax 

■ 5-door practicality 

■ Central locking 

■ Fuel efficient: up to 55.4mpg 

■ CD-Radio with Aux input 

■ MP3 & USB connectivity 



AVE01.2 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR THAT’S FUN TO DRIVE 
PER MONTH 

2L I # I NIL DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £10,295 


■ 5* NCAP 

■£30 a year road tax 
■Air conditioning 

■ Start/Stop technology 

■ Electric Windows 

■ Cruise control 


Picture for illustration purposes only 



Picture for illustration purposes only 


0 % APR JM 

REPRESENTATIVE* 

FIND GREAT DEALS ON 
CHEVROLET MODELS. 



FIVE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 


r f 



HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road West Midlands B633NH 

® 0121 462 2914 

CHEVROLET www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 


Spark 1.0+ and Aveo 1.2 LS shown feature metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. Offer available until March 31st 2013. *0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer (UK) pic, RH11SR. Offers available 
at participating Dealers only and not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 5 years or 100,000 miles, whichever 
occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with 
a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations and at participating Dealers only. Prices 
correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/ 
km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) CO„ emissions 119g/ 
km. Chevrolet Aveo Range: Urban 34.0 (8.3) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban 55.3 (5.1) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 44.8 (6.3) 
- 78.4 (3.6), C0 2 emissions 147 - 95g/km. 
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The Mercedes CLA offers a choice of 1.6-litre petrol or 2.1-litre diesel engines 


The largely A-Class-influenced cabin fascia works well on the CLA 


II I. 


CORSA 

0655 CORSA DESIGN 1.416V AUTO 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 47,000 MILES... £3995 

0707 CORSA LIFE 1.3 CDTi 3DR METRO BLUE 43,000 MILES. £5695 

0757 NEW CORSA CLUB 1.216V 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 49,500 MILES A/CON. £5295 

0909 CORSA DESIGN 1.416V 5DR FLAME RED 30,000 MILES..... £6795 

0959 CORSA ACTIVE 1.3 CDTi 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 31,000 MILES A/CON. £7695 

1059 CORSA DESIGN 1.416V5DR AIR BLUE 21,000 MILES. £6995 

1059 CORSA DESIGN 1.416V 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 21,000 MILES. £6995 

1059 CORSA ACTIVE PLUS 1.216V 3DR GLACIER WHITE 21,200 MILES A/CON. £6995 

1010 CORSA ENERGY 1.216V 5DR ORIENTAL BLUE 22,000 MILES A/CON. £7295 

1010 CORSA ENERGY 1.216V 3DR FLAME RED 13,000 MILES A/CON. £7295 

1010 CORSA Sxi 1.416V 5DR STAR SILVER 17,000 MILES CHOICE OF 2. £7795 

1060 CORSA ENERGY 1.216V 3DR SILVER LIGHTNING 8,000 MILES FULL BODYKIT A/CON.. £7795 

1161 CORSA SE 1.216V 5DR SILVER LAKE 7,000 MILES LAST ONE AT SPECIAL PRICE. £7995 

1161 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 7,500 MILES. £8395 

1161 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR BLACK SAPPHIRE 7,500 MILES PARK ASSIST & BLUETOOTH... £8695 

1212 CORSA Sxi 1.416V BLACK SAPPHIRE 22,000 MILES ALLOYS A/CON. £8495 

1212 CORSA Sxi 1.216V 3DR GLACIER WHITE 13,000 MILES ALLOYS A/CON. £8995 

1212 CORSA SE 1.216V 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 10,500 MILES... £9195 

1212 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 13,300 MILES. £9195 

1212 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR SILVER LAKE 15,000 MILES. £9195 

1212 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 13,000 MILES. £9195 

1212 CORSA SE 1.416V 5DR CARBON FLASH 14,900 MILES. £9195 

1212 CORSA Sri 1.416V 3DR GLCIER WHITE 13,000 MILES BODYKIT 17” ALLOYS. £9795 

1212 CORSA Sri 1.416V 5DR SILVER LAKE 8,000 MILES BODYKIT 17” ALLOYS. £9495 

1212 CORSA Sri 1.416V 5DR FLAME RED 4,500 MILES BODYKIT 17” ALLOYS. £9995 

1212 CORSA Sri 1.416V 3DR GLACIER WHITE 10,600 MILES TOUCH/CONNECT SAT NAV... £10695 

ASTRA 

0505 ASTRA Sri 1.9 CDTi 150PS 3DR STEEL GREY 48,800 MILES 18” ALLOYS. £5995 

0656 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.616V 5DR SILVER 65,000 MILES. £4495 

0757 ASTRA DESIGN 1.816V AUTO ESTATE BLACKSAPPHIRE 49,900 MILES. £4995 

0808 ASTRA Sri 1.816V 5DR X PACK BLACK SAPPHIRE 24,000 MILES 18” ALLOYS. £6695 

0808 ASTRA SPORT 1.616V TWIN TOP STAR SILVER 31,000 MILES. £6495 

0808 ASTRA DESIGN 1.816V TWIN TOP PANACOTTA 44,000 MILESv6495 

0909 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.7 CDTi 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 39,500 MILES. £7195 

0959 ASTRA ACTIVE PLUS 1.816V AUTO 5DR STAR SILVER 33,000 MILES. £6495 

1060 ASTRA Sri 1.616V 3DR SILVER LAKE 22,500 MILES ALLOYS A/CON. £7995 

1160 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.4 TURBO 5DR SILVER LAKE 9,000 MILES. £9495 

1111 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.416V 5DR GREEN SPIRIT 19,000 MILES 


1111 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX99G co2 5DR SILVER 21,000 MILES 
SAT NAV PARK ASSIST... 


..£10795 

..£11995 


1212 ASTRA SE 1.4 TURBO 5DR CARBON FLASH 7,500 MILES OUR DEMO. 

MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

0353 MERIVA LIFE 1.6 8V 5DR STAR SILVER 35,000 MILES ALLOYS. £3295 

1010 MERIVA DESIGN 1.616V BLACK SAPPHIRE 44,800 MILES A/CON TWIN S/ROOFS. £6495 

1160 MERIVA ECLUSIV 1.7 CDTi 130ps 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 36,000 MILES A/CON. £7995 

1111 MERIVA EXCLUSIV 1.3 CDTi ecoFLEX5DR PEPPERDUST 14,000 MILES ALLOYS 

PARK ASSIST. £9695 

1161 MERIVA SE 1.4 TURBO 5DR ORIENTAL BLUE 16,000 MILES PANORAMIC ROOF. £9795 

1212 MERIVA SE 1.4 TURBO 5DR SILVER LAKE 15,700 MILES PANORAMIC ROOF. £10495 

1160 ZAFIRA ELITE 1.7CDTi IIOps SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,000 MILES FULL LEATHER. £9995 

1111 ZAFIRA Sri 1.816V VXR PACK SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,000 MILES 18” ALLOYS. £9995 

1161 ZAFIRA ELITE 1.7 CDTi 125ps BLACKSAPPHIRE 10,000 MILES SAT NAV PARK ASSIST 

LEATHER.. £12995 

1261 ZAFIRA EXCLUSIV 1.7 CDTi IIOps 5DR WATERWORLD BLUE 18,500 MILES. £9995 

1212 ZAFIRA DESIGN 1.616V 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 7,500 MILES. 


1212 ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 2.0CDTi 160ps 5DR SILVER LAKE 9,000 MILES 
PARK ASSIST EX DEMO.. 


..£11195 

..£15695 


INSIGNIA 

1111 INSIGNIA SE 1.816V 5DR CARBON FLASH 37,000 MILES 1/2 FAUX LEATHER. £9695 

1111 INSIGNIA SE 1.816V 5DR SILVER LAKE 36,000 MILES 18” ALLOYS 1/2 FAUX LEATHER.. £9995 
1212 INSIGNIA EXCLUSIV 2.0 CDTi 130ps PANACOTTA SILVER 12,500 MILES PARK ASSIST. £12695 

1212 INSIGNIA Sri 2.0 CDTi 160ps 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 16,000 MILES SAT NAV PARK ASSIST 18” 

ALLOYS. £14995 

1212 INSIGNIA Sri 2.0 CDTi 160ps VX-LINE OLYMPIC WHITE 15,600 MILES SAT NAV PARK ASSIST 
19” ALLOYS. £15995 

1212 INSIGNIA Sri 2.0 CDTi 160ps SPORTS TOURER OLYMPIC WHITE 15,000 MILES SAT NAV 18” 
ALLOYS PARK ASSIST.„. £15995 

1212 INSIGNIA SE 2.0 CDTi 160ps AUTO SPORTS TOURER SOV SILVER 13,000 MILES SAT NAV 18” 
ALLOYS PARK ASSIST... £15995 

MOKKA & ANTARA 

1262 MOKKA SE 1,616V 5DR BORACAY BLUE 3,500 MILES SAT NAV FULL LEATHER 

LIFE TIME WARRANTY. £18995 

1161 ANTARA SE 2.2CDTi 184ps AUTO THUNDER GREY FLINT LEATHER 

1,700 MILES ONLY.......I... £18995 

OTHER MAKES 

0252 AGILA CLUB 1.216V 5DR ARDEN BLUE 47,500 MILES... £2695 

0353 FOCUS LX 1.616V 5DR GREEN METALLIC 45,000 MILES. £3195 

0404 KA 1.3i SILVER METALLIC 23,000 MILES. £2695 

0505 MINI ONE 1.4D METALLIC GOLD 61,000 MILES A/CON ALLOYS. £6695 

0505 KIA PICANTO 1.0GS 5DR SILVER 45,000 MILES. £3295 

0606 TIGRA EXCLUSIV 1.416V FLAME RED 69,983 MILES FULL LEATHER 17” ALLOYS. £4995 

0606 MAZDA MX5 2.0 GREY METALLIC 55,000 MILES. £6695 

0707 FIAT GRANDE PUNTO ACTIVE 1.216V 3DR 36,000 MILES. £4495 

0707 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.2dCi SPORT BLACK METALLIC 63,500 MILES WITH EXTRA’S. £7995 

0857 ZAFIRA DESIGN 1.816V 5DR STAR SILVER 54,000 MILES. £6295 

0857 LEXUS IS 220d SE-L DARK GREY METALLIC 48,000 MILES FULL LEATHER 

SAT NAV + EXTRA’S. £9995 

0808 FIAT PUNT DYNAMIC 1.4 3DR RED 32,000 MILES. £4995 

0808 HONDA CIVIC SE 1.8i-VTEC 5DR GREY METALLIC 28,500 MILES ALLOYS. £7695 

0808 LANDROVER FREELANDER 2.2 Td4 GS AUTO BLACK METALLIC 44,000 MILES. £14495 

0858 FIESTA ZETEC BLUE 1.25 SILVER METALLIC 25,000 MILES ALLOYS A/CON. £6195 

0909 NEW KA STYLE 1.2 3DR METALLIC BLUE 19,000 MILES. £5795 

0909 NISSAN MICRA 1.216V VISIA 5DR BRONZE METALLIC 7,000 MILES ONLY. £5995 

0909 CITROEN C4 EXCLUSIVE 2.0 HDi 16V BLUE METALLIC 45,000 MILES REDUCED FURTHER. £6695 
0959 MONDEO ZETEC 2.016V 5DR METALLIC GREY 45,600 MILES... £7995 

1010 CITROEN C3 PICASSO VTR+1.6 HDi 16V GREY METALLIC 

21,000 MILES. £7995 

1010 RENAULT MEGANE COUPE 1.9 dCi 130ps PRIVILEGE TOM TOM GREY METALLIC 

38,000 MILES. £9995 

VANS (ALL PLUS VAT) 

0808 NISSAN NAVARRA DOUBLE-CAB LONGWAY DOWN 2.5D GREY METALLIC 

28,000 MILES. £11995 

1060 MITSUBISHI L200 4X4 4WORK 2.5d RED 36,000 MILES.. £10695 

1060 VIVARO LWB 2900 2.0 CDTi STAR SILVER 34,500 MILES SLD. £9495 

1261 NEW COMBO LI H11.3 CDTi FLAME RED ALLOYS SLD 12,000 MILES. £8995 

1212 NEW COMB01.3 CDTi L1H1 2300 STAR SILVER 8,000 MILES. £9295 

1212 VAUXHALL CORSAVAN SPORTIVE 1.3CDT1 STAR SILVER 10,000 MILES. £7695 

1212 VW CADDY PLUS 1.6 TDi 102ps WHITE 13,000 MILES. £9495 

1212 VW TRANSPORTER T26 2.0 TDi 84ps SWB SILVER METALLIC 11,500 MILES 

APPEARANCE PACK. £14495 

1262 VAUXHALL VIVARO SWB 2.0 CDTi DOUBLE-CAB WINTERWIND BLUE 3,000 MILES 

PARK ASSIST. £13995 

1262 VAUXHALL VIVARO LWB 2.0 CDTi DOUBLE-CAB STEEL GREY 3,000 MILES 

PARK ASSIST. £14495 


T. Wall Vauxhall 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 

Telephone: 01384 288333 www.twall.co.uk 
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Smaller Merc 
proved the 
cynics were 
lust wrong 


By lain Dooley 


IN the four-door coupe market, Mercedes has 
form. When it was launched, the original CLS 
prompted much head-scratching from the 
press and was dismissed by many as little 
more than a glamorous sideshow. Oh, how 
wrong they were. 

For buyers seeking E-Class levels of road presence but 
wanting something more eye-catching than a traditional 
saloon, the CLS delivered in spades and was bought in 
droves. So, how do you expand the appeal of something like 
the CLS? Simple, you build a smaller one and call it the CLA. 

Seeking to cause the same disruption in the compact 
executive saloon market, the CLA’s aim is to add some 
much-needed glamour and, crucially, encourage younger 
buyers to embrace what’s often viewed as an older person’s 
brand. 

Key to the CLA’s appeal is that it doesn’t look like a con¬ 
ventional Mercedes. Displaying similar design cues as the 
latest generation A-Class at the front and a pleasingly 
shapely rear, the car’s appearance blends visual appeal with 
the ability to slice through the air more efficiently than your 
average small saloon - Mercedes has the numbers to prove 
it, too. 

Rakish looks and the CLA’s coupe-like profile aside, the 
car is different mechanically from your average Mercedes C- 
Class in that it’s front-wheel drive. 

This bucking of the premium market trend continues 
with power coming exclusively from four-cylinder engines - 
petrol and diesel - including a four-wheel drive AMG 
version. 

Comfortably 

UK buyers initially get a choice of a 1.6-litre 122-horse¬ 
power petrol motor badged as CLA 180 and a 2.1-litre 170- 
horsepower CLA 220 CDI diesel unit. Launch specification 
is a six-speed manual transmission for the former and 
seven-speed direct-shift automatic for the latter. 

The CLA is a two-trim range - Sport and AMG Sport - 
boasting comfort and sport suspension set-ups respectively. 

The reality is a car that, despite being a fraction longer 
than a C-Class, feels surprisingly compact on the road. 

The largely A-Class-influenced cabin fascia works well, 
especially the generously dimensioned central colour 
display and familiar switchgear, and there’s enough room 
up front for two adults to sit comfortably. In the back, it’s 
not quite the compromise you might first think. 

Granted, headroom is modest for all the obvious reasons, 
but there’s enough legroom for adults if the journey is short, 
yet there’s plenty of space for a small but growing family. 
Space isn’t an issue in the boot - all 470 litres of it - and 
there’s the double bonus of folding rear seats. 

Funky looks and reassuringly high levels of real-world 
practicality notwithstanding, the car’s also got to drive well. 

Popular 

In front-drive guise, the CLS delivers a solid performance 
on a wide variety of road surfaces. The difference between 
comfort and sport set-ups is noticeable, although it’s good 
to know that the latter doesn’t disgrace itself on poorly sur¬ 
faced urban roads. 

The lack of pitch and roll when travelling at speed plus 
above-average levels of cabin refinement can be credited to 
the car’s well-sorted chassis and class-leading aerodynam¬ 
ics respectively. 

And in diesel guise, a choice likely to be popular with 
company car drivers, the combination of low noise and 
ample pulling power help cement the CLA’s engaging 
driver-focused appeal. 

For the UK, Mercedes is pitching the CLA as a youthful 
alternative to conventional compact executive models. 

As such, there’s a predictable sporty theme extending 
past the car’s model names; 18in wheels are the default size 
for both trim levels along with sports front seats and a 
chunky three-spoke steering wheel. 

The icing on the cake is the car’s polished road manners, 
which do much to banish any idea that it’s a car that’s aban¬ 
doned substance for style. 


Bumper to bumper 


Mercedes-Benz CLA 220CDI Sport. Sport range 
from £24,355 

Engine: 2.1-litre diesel unit developing 170bhp. 
Transmission: Seven-speed direct shift automatic 
transmission, driving the front wheels. 

Performance: Maximum speed 142mph, 0-62mph 
8.2 seconds. 

Economy: 62.8mpg. 

C02 Rating: 117g/km. 
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Edwards 
double 
rescues 
a point 


Stourbridge 

Juniors 


CS Colts U11 2 
Stourbridge U11 2 

THIS was a below-par per¬ 
formance from Stourbridge. 

Colts were the better team 
for large parts of the second 
half. 

But Stourbridge grabbed 
a point when Jordan 
Edwards bagged a brace to 
take his season’s tally to 36. 

Stourbridge U12A 6 
Bristol U121 

Stourbridge took an 
impressive victory in the 
MJPL League Cup quarter¬ 
final. 

Rohan Brown and Alex 
Walters each scored twice 
with Tyreece Ruddock and 
Will Rawlins also finding the 
target. 

Stourbridge U13A0 
WBA Colts U131 

A tightly-fought cup tie of 
few chances was settled by a 
single goal for the Albion 
youngsters. 

Both teams defended very 
well with the two midfields 
basically cancelling each 
other out. 

One goal always looked 
likely to be enough and it 
was was WBA who tri¬ 
umphed. 

Stourbridge U13B10 
Withymoor Colts U13 0 

Stourbridge romped to 
double figures. 

James Roberts and Sam 
Green each bagged a brace 
and there were single strikes 
from Nathaniel Connon, 
Liam Hands, Conner 
Fowkes, Brooke Price, 
Travis Woods and Daniel 
Blunt. 

Woods’ fine effort helped 
him to the player of the 
match award. 

Old WulfruniansU15 2 

Stourbridge U15B1 

Stourbridge were edged 
out at table-topping Old 
Wulfs. 

They led after 15 minutes 
thanks to a fine left-foot 
strike from Darragh Bustin 
which hit the inside of the 
post and went in. 

Old Wulfs hit back to level 
on 67 minutes and then 
grabbed the winner shortly 
afterwards. 

Ben Walker was Stour¬ 
bridge’s player of the match. 
Stourbridge U16B 5 
Brierley Hill Bullets U16 2 

Another Merit Shield 
victory put Stourbridge 
through to the semi-finals. 

Player of the match Greg 
Corbett hit a hat-trick and 
there were two goals for 
Luke Dimmock. 

Results: Stourbridge U14A 3 Strat¬ 
ford U141, Stourbridge U16A 2 Walsall 
Phoenix U16 5. 


Fran is first runner home 
in club's annual handicap 

FRAN CONNOP was first back in Stourbridge Running 
Club’s annual handicap race. 

All runners started off at staggered times and ran a 10km 
route via the canal towpath. 

The postponed Ironbridge half-marathon has now taken 
place with a total of 280 runners taking part. 

Stourbridge had three runers in action during the event 
and their first man over the line was Pete Walters, who 
closed one hour, 29 minutes to finish 17th overall - a fine 
result. 

Next for Stourbridge was Paul Bradley, 79th in 1:42 while 
Errol Cumberbatch finished 186th and stopped the clock at 
1:59. 

Stourbridge Running Club welcomes new runners of all 
abilities and has groups to suit all paces. 

They meet every Monday and Wednesday at 6.45pm at 
Stourbridge Cricket Club, at the Stourbridge War Memorial 

Fran Connop, front, with other members of Stourbridge Running Club after winning their annual 10km handicap race ground. 



Last-gasp torment as 
crucial kick goes wide 


Hull lonians 24 Stourbridge Saxons 23 
THE SAXONS left Brantingham Park with only 
a losing bonus point after missing a chance of 
victory with the last kick of the game. 

The defeat was all the more painful for the try bonus 
point secured by their opponents and the knowledge that 
Stourbridge could have taken the win. But Jamie Hearn’s 
80th-minute penalty flew wide, leaving the Saxons little 
reward for their early forward dominance. 


With lonians’ fly-half and 
Saxons old-boy Chris Reakes 
missing four of six attempts 
on goal, the Saxons could 
have been dead and buried 
before a late fightback. 

But replacement loose- 
head Dale Garner scored a 
debut try that Hearn con¬ 
verted to bring them back to 
within a point. 

A last-minute penalty con¬ 
ceded by the hosts in their 
22-metre area for a scrum 
offence set up the dramatic 
finale to a keenly contested 
game that lonians had only 
led from the 53rd minute. 

Forced 

Hearn opened the scoring 
with a penalty, after which 
the Saxons pack set up camp 
in lonians 22 and forced 
three successive penalties 
from the lonians scrum. 

Referee Wayne Falla ran 
out of patience with the 
hosts and awarded a penalty 
try on the quarter- hour. 

lonians hit back as a spec¬ 
ulative wide pass from 
Reakes bounced kindly for 
full-back Mike Bateman to 
cross for a converted try. 

With winger Nathan 
Bressington forced off 
through injury, Caolan Ryan 


Rugby union 


slotted in at full-back as the 
Saxons pack re-asserted 
themselves for a further 
scrum penalty Hearn 
knocked through the posts. 

lonians’ loosehead got 10- 
minutes in the sinbin for a 
further misdemeanour, but 
the man advantage seemed 
to galvanise the home side 
and they ended the half on 
the ascendancy though with 
no further score at 13-7. 

A missed Saxons touch 
kick early in the second half 
gifted Bateman too much 
time and space; his neat 
offload set up lonians’ 
second try in the left corner. 

Hearn added another 
penalty but lonians were 
exerting pressure and their 
scrum-half scrambled over 
to put his side ahead after 
phases in the Saxons’ 22. 

lonians secured the try 
bonus point when a defender 
fell off Bateman in the 
tackle, leaving the Saxons 
looking down the barrel of a 
five-point defeat. 

But Garner’s late try 
secured the losing bonus 
point and set up the thrilling 
climax. 


Hopeful Emerson top-scores as Potters go down 



Stoke rider Emerson Jones winds it on during practice at Leicester’s Beaumont Park circuit. Inset, Jones at Stoke 


STOURBRIDGE speedway hopeful partner Sam Jones home in the peg the deficit to 10 to give his team a 
Emerson Jones top-scored for Stoke second race for a 5-1 to level scores at chance in the second leg. 

Spitfires in his first competitive team the South Tees Motor Sports Park. Spitfires team boss Mike Gittings 

match. He played a lone hand in the final said: “Emerson did well for us.’’Jones 

He registered six and a bonus point race as Shaun Tedham’s mechanical found it harder at Loomer Road in 
as Stoke went down 23-13 at Redcar problems stopped him riding. Jones Stoke’s 40th anniversary meeting, 
in the Midland Development League managed to split the Redcar pairing of withdrawing from the individual event 
KO Cup first leg. Jones followed Dan Phillips and Ryan MacDonald and after a couple of falls. 


Lions get 
winning 
ways back 
after exit 

Edwardians17 
Stourbridge Lions 40 

AFTER last week’s exit from 
the National Senior Vase, 
Lions returned to winning 
ways at Edwardians. 

Lions’ dominated from 
the first whistle of the Mid¬ 
lands Three West (North) 
fixture as the back row went 
out flying and caused a 
turnover that led to the pack 
forming a maul and captain 
Stuart Doolittle went over 
for his 20th try of the season. 

A second turnover led to 
some quick hands through 
the backs to centre Aaron 
Boffey, who scored; fly-half 
Tom Mitchell added the 
extras to give the Lions a 12- 
0 lead after 10 minutes. 

Stourbridge were on the 
back foot for a while and 
forced to absorb sustained 
pressure from Edwardians. 

Edwardians were unlucky 
not to score as the referee 
blew without playing advan¬ 
tage as the flanker picked up 
a loose ball metres out. The 
fly-half slotted the resultant 
penalty to make it 12-3. 

Lions regained control 
after winning a lineout 
resulting in a second Doolit¬ 
tle try after another trade¬ 
mark 13-man maul in the 
right corner, Tom Mitchell 
again added the extras. 

xhd 

Lions then added another 
try, scored by James Mitchell 
after a fortunate bounce 
from a restart leting him 
scoop up and dive over secur¬ 
ing the four-try bonus point. 

Brother Tom slotted the 
conversion to make it 26-3. 

Edwardians came back to 
score a first try. A combina¬ 
tion of uncharacteristic 
missed tackles from the 
Lions backs and individual 
skill from the Edwardians’ 
full back resulted in the 15 
scoring to the left of the 
Lions’ posts. Their No. 10 
added the conversion and 
the score was 26-10. 

Lions started to reassert 
themselves and scored two 
tries in quick succession, the 
first from Doolittle crashing 
over for his hat-trick and the 
second from wing James 
Mitchell rounding his man 
to score under the posts for 
his brace. Both conversions 
were by Tom Mitchell to 
make the score 40-10. 

A few minutes before the 
end the Edwardians No.8 
scored a consolation try. 

A dominant performance 
keeps Lions’ promotion 
hopes alive and, with three 
games remaining, starting 
with a home match against 
Wednesbury, Stourbridge 
are still in control of their 
own destiny. 
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Quigley 
suffers 
a tough 
weekend 

BRIERLEY HILL racer 
Luke Quigley had a chal¬ 
lenging weekend at the 
opening round of the British 
Superbike Championship at 
Brands Hatch. 

Quigley, making a first 
outing for the newly-formed 
MH Kawasaki team, fin¬ 
ished 18th and 17th in 
respective races. 

Bad weather prevented 
him completing pre-season 
testing, so the first time he 
turned a wheel on his new 
MH Kawasaki was at the 
weekend. 

He suffered gearbox 
failure in Friday’s practice - 
already cut short due to 
snow and freezing tempera¬ 
tures. The team resolved the 
issue for the following day to 
start to focus on developing 
the new bike. 

After qualifying 22nd, 
Quigley had his work cut out 
to score points in either of 
Sunday’s races. He had good 
battles, particularly in the 
second race with two-time 
Italian Superbike champion 
Matteo Baiocco and ex- 
World Superbike ace Jakub 
Smrz, but he could manage 
only 18th and 17th respec¬ 
tively - outside the points. 

He said afterwards: “We 
always knew it was going to 
be tough. It’s a new team 
and new bikes, we had virtu¬ 
ally no data prior to coming 
here. 

“I think we have definitely 
made some good progress 
over the course of the 
weekend. The guys have all 
been working hard. 

“We’ve still got a long way 
to go but we just need to 
keep plugging away.” 

Flyers leave 
scoring late 

Lye Town 3 Bustleholme 0 

TWO late goals made sure of 
the West Midlands Premier 
points for Lye Town. 

But the table-toppers did 
not have it all their own way 
against bottom club Bustle- 
holme. 

The Bs had chances to 
take the lead early on, 
notably through Steff 
Chilton and Jamie Clews. 

But it was the home side 
who eventually broke the 
deadlock on 70 minutess 
when man of the match 
Reece Shivlock hit a low 
drive past Bustleholme 
keeper Sam Slater. 

Two late strikes on 88 and 
90 minutes from Ben Hadley 
and Richard Ainslow respec¬ 
tively allowed Lye to relax, 
but Bustleholme can look 
back at a much-improved 
performance. 



Steven Pearce, left, and Sam Eggington get 

set for the bout. Picture: Rob Ellis, UKO Boxing 


Fighters promise tear-up for title 


STOURBRIDGE fighters 
Steven Pearce and Sam Egging¬ 
ton predict a “tear-up” as they 
battle for the Midlands welter¬ 
weight title in Dudley. 

Pearce defends his newly-won 
belt against Eggington at the 
Venue on Friday, May 3 in a 10- 
round contest. The champion 
put away co-challenger Luke 
Gallear, of Derby, on four days 
notice in a five-round March 
brawl at Burton Town Hall. 

‘Fierce Pearce,’ aged 28, has 
nearly nine years on Eggington 


by Craig Birch 


but only three fights more pro 
experience, although he was 
next in line for the Midlands 
title shot that came early. 

Walsall’s Joel Ryan pulled out 
of the Gallear fight with a chest 
infection and stepped aside 
rather than face Pearce, 
opening the door for Eggington. 

Pearce said: “It’s going to be 
some fight. We’re both game 
fighters who enjoy a tear-up and 
we’re both really hungry for 


success. I want to keep my title 
and move on to bigger and 
better things and Sam wants to 
win the title to push on, too. It’s 
going to be a war.” 

Eggington may have had just 
five professional fights but has a 
superior amateur pedigree, 
winning Clubs for Young People 
and ABA Novice national titles. 

The 19-year-old scored a 
clean knockout over Newark- 
based Czech Vaclav Skromach 
in his last pro contest. He said: 
“I can’t wait for it.” 


Both boxers competed in 
January’s Prizefighter at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall and 
lost undefeated records, Pearce 
stopped against eventual 
winner Glenn Foot. 

Eggington battled against a 
fierce onslaught from finalist 
Dale Evans. 

Tickets are £30 for unre¬ 
served seating and £60 at ring¬ 
side, which includes a 
three-course meal. They are 
available from the Venue Box 
Office on 01384 453 101. 


GLASSBOYS BATTLE 
BACK FOR VICTORY 


Stourbridge 4 Cambridge City 1 
STOURBRIDGE consolidated their Evo-Stik 
Southern Premier play-off spot by battling 
back to win from a goal down. 

They ran out worthy winners in the end with the home 
side seizing control after the break, writes Nigel Gregg. 

Stourbridge rode their luck in the early stages with City 
causing them problems in the final third as Craig Calver 
had a fourth-minute shot blocked before Ieuan Lewis fired 
over from close range under pressure from Paul Lloyd. 


A poor clearance from 
Dean Coleman fell to Ashley 
Fuller whose 25-yard shot 
was saved by a relieved 
Coleman gathering at the 
second attempt. 

City grabbed a deserved 
lead on 26 minutes as Adam 
Marriott sent a free-kick 
from just outside the left- 
hand side of the penalty area 
over the home wall and past 
a rooted Coleman. 

Four minutes later Stour¬ 
bridge equalised as Ben 
Billingham’s free-kick saw 
Nathan Bennett rise highest 
to glance a header past Zac 
Barrett and into the net. 

Spur 

It gave them the spur they 
needed and six minutes later 
Sean Geddes flashed a 25- 
yard free-kick past the angle 
of Barrett’s right-hand 
upright and the crossbar. 

In the 44th minute 
Barrett punched a corner to 
the edge of the box where 
Ben Mackey drilled wide. 

In first-half stoppage time 
Jamie Oliver played in Leon 
Broadhurst to provide a low 
centre into the path of Luke 
Benbow with his back to 
goal. He laid a pass off to 
Mackey, but he scooped over. 

Stourbridge went in front 
six minutes into the second 
half as a ball from Jordan 
Fitzpatrick close to halfway 
found Benbow and he 
twisted inside past Tom 


Stourbridge FC 


Pepper before hitting an 
early shot from outside the 
box past Barrett. 

Billingham almost made it 
three minutes later as a 25- 
yard free-kick drew a tip- 
over save from Barrett. 

City’s efforts were from 
range and on the hour 
Coleman got behind a low 
Fuller drive. Six minutes 
later a loose pass from Oliver 
was seized upon by David 
Prada, but his 25-yard low 
strike was saved. 

Mackey set up Benbow for 
a dipping shot narrowly over 
the bar from the edge of the 
area but twelve minutes 
from time Geddes crossed 
and Mackey’s header drifted 
across the face of the six- 
yard box for an unmarked 
Fitzpatrick to find the net 
with an easy header. 

In the 81st minute a 
Billingham corner was only 
half cleared and Broadhurst 
screwed a rising shot over. 

Stourbridge wrapped up 
victory with six minutes 
remaining. 

Billingham was the 
provider, opening up the 
City defence, before slipping 
the ball through to Geddes 
and from the right-hand side 
of the area, he drove a low 
angled shot into the far 
bottom corner of the net. 



Luke Benbow takes a kick in the face for his pains as Stourbridge recover from a goal down to beat Cambridge City 


Saxons’ 
warning 
of a fight 

STOURBRIDGE SAXONS 
have warned promotion 
rivals Hull Ionians that they 
will have to “fight all the 
way” in the season’s run-in. 

The warning came from 
Saxons director of rugby 
Neil Mitchell after Stour¬ 
bridge’s one-point loss at 
Hull in National Two North. 

Stourbridge had a chance 
to win with the last kick but 
Jamie Hearn’s penalty did 
not find the target. 

Mitchell said: “That was a 
very disappointing result 
given the hard work we’d 
done early on to dominate 
them up front. 

“We’d completely nullified 
the confidence that comes 
from playing at home. 

“We needed to consolidate 
early on in the second half 
but we failed to do so, 
making some poor decisions 
with ball in hand and giving 
away some very loose tries. 

“Ultimately we paid the 
price. Ionians are now in the 
driving seat but have to bear 
all the pressure that comes 
with it. 

“They have some hard 
games to come, and while 
our run-in is by no means 
easy will be targeting all 15 
of the league points that are 
there to be won. 

“They are going to have to 
fight all the way.” 

Minor counties 
friendly hosted 

HIMLEY Cricket Club’s 
2013 season starts with a 
bang on Sunday when the 
Stourbridge Road ground 
hosts a Minor Counties 
friendly between Stafford¬ 
shire and Shropshire. 

The match starts at 11am 
and is 50 overs a side. 

Himley firsts begin their 
campaign the day before 
with a trip to Dorridge CC in 
the Williamson Trophy 
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Gastek 

Solutions 

Boiler Service Just £3 5 

Offer Available in April only - All areas covered Please quote ref Gas 101. 
Complete Heating Packages available, 
full central heating systems. 

Te 

1 : 01384 560856 

07737 261976 

New Boilers fitted from £ 11 00. t/c apply. 
POWER FLUSHES AVAILABLE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES. 



www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

info@gasteksolutions.co.uk 

Halesowen, 

West Midlands 

All major credit cards accepted 

































